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BlondCounty

While Honduras’ neo-liberal government looks to develop for tourism “unproductive Caribbean
beaches,” they are home to the Garifuna people, existing in harmony with their surroundings. These

hundreds of kilometers of “waste” are home to 46 villages, where people live as they have for a
couple of hundred years, re liant on the sea for fishing, on the beach for coconut and fruit, on the
wetlands for rice cultivation and the surrounding hills ides for growing yuca, firewood, and hunting.

Photo By Jack Eidt.

Honduras: Mega-Tourism and Garifuna
Communities Collide
BY JACK EIDT  – POSTED ON DECEMBER 29, 2013
POSTED IN: EARTH

Canadian “Porn King” Randy Jorgensen’s mega-tourism “development” projects are stirring conflict
and destroying Afro-Caribbean Garífuna communities in Trujillo on the north coast of Honduras.

Development Comes to Honduras’ North Coast
Sleepy Trujillo now finds itself at a cross-roads. The “Banana Coast” cruise ship port deal which
promises to change everything has already been inked and foreigners, mainly from Canada, are
filing in to buy a small part of their dream of a wild tropical paradise. In 2014 and 2015, three
different cruise lines with five cruise ships plan to make 15 stops in Trujillo, bringing in around 16,000
passengers.

An Array of  Utopian Flowers

‘Above All Else': Fighting the
Keystone XL in Texas – Jan 22
LA Screening

Posted on January 3, 2015 | No Comments

Disappearing Cod: Sustainable
Populations Require Long-
Term Action

Posted on January 2, 2015 | 5 Comments

‘Selma': Martin Luther King Jr.
as Radical Peace and Anti-
Poverty Activist

Posted on December 28, 2014 | No Comments

Sustainable Vertical Urbanism:
The Future of  Cities?
Posted on December 17, 2014 | No

Comments

Aztec Myth: Quetzalcoatl
Rescues Humanity in the Land
of  the Dead

Posted on December 11, 2014 | No Comments

Subscribe to WildNotes: Stay
Connected!

WilderUtopia Free
Monthly Newslet ter!

* required

Email Address: * 

 

First Name: 

 

Last Name: 

 

Join Now

Sample Newsletter
WildNotes

Day of  the Dead: Aztec Dance

http://www.wilderutopia.com/about/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/category/environment/wildlife/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/category/politics/
http://www.wildheritageplanners.com
http://www.wilderutopia.com/wildnotes-communique-from-the-wild/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/category/landscape/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/support-wilderutopia/
http://www.wilderutopia.com
http://www.wilderutopia.com/category/international/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/category/environment/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/category/performance/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/category/traditions/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/category/environment/energy/tar-sands/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/category/sustainability/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/category/health/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/category/blondcounty/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/feed/
https://www.facebook.com/WilderUtopia
https://plus.google.com/116207688916279385351/posts
http://www.twitter.com/wilderutopia/
https://www.youtube.com/user/wilderutopia
http://www.wilderutopia.com/international/earth/honduras-mega-tourism-and-garifuna-communities-collide/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/author/jackeidt/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/category/international/earth/
https://www.addtoany.com/share_save#url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wilderutopia.com%2Finternational%2Fearth%2Fhonduras-mega-tourism-and-garifuna-communities-collide%2F&title=Honduras%3A Mega-Tourism and Garifuna Communities Collide&description=Canadian %22Porn King%22 Randy Jorgensen%27s tourism %22development%22 projects are destroying Afro-Caribbean Gar%C3%ADfuna communities in Trujillo on the north coast of
http://wilderutopia.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Trujillo-on-the-Bay-Jack-Eidt-1280x960.jpg?62075d
http://www.wilderutopia.com/environment/energy/tar-sands/above-all-else-fighting-the-keystone-xl-in-texas-jan-22-screening/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/environment/energy/tar-sands/above-all-else-fighting-the-keystone-xl-in-texas-jan-22-screening/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/environment/energy/tar-sands/above-all-else-fighting-the-keystone-xl-in-texas-jan-22-screening/#comments
http://www.wilderutopia.com/environment/wildlife/disappearing-cod-sustainable-populations-require-long-term-action/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/environment/wildlife/disappearing-cod-sustainable-populations-require-long-term-action/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/environment/wildlife/disappearing-cod-sustainable-populations-require-long-term-action/#comments
http://www.wilderutopia.com/politics/selma-martin-luther-king-jr-radical-peace-and-anti-poverty-activist/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/politics/selma-martin-luther-king-jr-radical-peace-and-anti-poverty-activist/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/politics/selma-martin-luther-king-jr-radical-peace-and-anti-poverty-activist/#comments
http://www.wilderutopia.com/sustainability/land/sustainable-vertical-urbanism-the-future-of-cities/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/sustainability/land/sustainable-vertical-urbanism-the-future-of-cities/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/sustainability/land/sustainable-vertical-urbanism-the-future-of-cities/#comments
http://www.wilderutopia.com/traditions/myth/aztec-myth-quetzalcoatl-rescues-humanity-in-the-land-of-the-dead/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/traditions/myth/aztec-myth-quetzalcoatl-rescues-humanity-in-the-land-of-the-dead/
http://www.wilderutopia.com/traditions/myth/aztec-myth-quetzalcoatl-rescues-humanity-in-the-land-of-the-dead/#comments
http://p0.vresp.com/1bYJmm


The Afro-Caribbean Garifuna communities are incensed because of the shady dealing that has
obliterated one neighborhood, Rio Negro, and will transform other once-sleepy beachside
communities into international mega-tourism destinations. Others are cautiously [and
naively] optimistic because the economy is a mess after four years of effective dictatorship, and
tourism has slowed to almost nothing, given Honduras’ shady reputation as the murder capital of
Centroamerica and home to maquiladores, drug traffickers and palm oil barons destroying land and
lives and leaving little actual “economic development” for regular people.

And what gringos would want to live or vacation in these disparate condo complexes, in need of
razor-topped walls to protect them from the social chaos of Honduras? Especially after the recent
stolen election promises the continued breakdown in the rule of law, coupled with repression
against journalists and community activists, and more selling off all of the country’s resources for
the benefit of a few Honduran land barons and their multinational patrons.

Furthermore, what about the neo-colonialist danger of “free market” model cities that will continue
to threaten the North Coast after the “election” of their totally corrupt champion, Juan Orlando
Hernandez.

From this vantage, the future looks clouded.

STORY: Nicaragua: Scientists Advise Scrapping Destructive Gran
Canal

Vacating the Garífuna for “Banana Coast”
Jorgensen, president of the Canadian pornographic video store chain Adults Only Video, through his
real estate development company Life Vision Properties (based in Trujillo, Honduras), is
converting a beautiful coastal area of Trujillo into a large scale tourism project that includes a
series of vacation home developments and a cruise ship dock, displacing and destroying
indigenous Garífuna communities.

Since 2008, the local Garífuna community organization, OFRANEH (Black Fraternal Organization of
Honduras) has denounced that the “Porn King” and his Life Vision Properties are illegally purchasing
land belonging and titled to Garífuna communities.

“All this privatization is illegal, and if it continues – we are going to die as a people,” says
Garífuna community leader Alfredo Lopez, standing before the breathtaking Bay of Tela – the
disputed territory coveted by the lascivious conglomerate of tourist industry transnationals.
“To lose our land, is to lose everything. We are in a struggle for our life and we will do what it
takes to defend ourselves.”

The Real News Network: Honduras’ Banana Coast: ripe for development? Kaelyn Forde looks at the
battle between Garífuna communities and developers over mega-tourism projects

The Garífuna People of the Caribbean Central America
The Garífuna are descendants of Arawak Native Americans and escaped African slaves. For
years, OFRANEH and the 46 Garífuna communities on the north coast of Honduras have been
battling the very same “tourist development” interests that Randy Jorgensen promotes in Trujillo. In
these villages, people live as they have for a couple of hundred years, reliant on the sea for fishing,
on the beach for coconut and fruit, on the wetlands for rice cultivation and the surrounding hillsides
for growing yuca, firewood, and hunting. Their simple wooden homes are built along the beaches, or
on stilts above the waves. Men fish from dugout canoes or dive with spears along the reefs.

About 100,000 Garifuna live in small fishing communities hugging the Caribbean coast, speaking
their own Igñeri dialect which is a combination of Arahuaco, Swahili, and Bantu. The Garífuna
language and their unique dance and music are recognized by the United Nations’ (UNESCO) list of
rare cultural traditions in need of safeguarding.

To the Mexica, souls  exist after death,
resting in Mictlan, the land of the dead,

until the day each year when they
could return home to vis it their loved

ones.
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The Garifuna connection to the sea is  vital to their cultural survival, which is  threatened from mega-
tourism development. Photo of Chachuate, Honduras by Jess ica Aldridge.

Communally owned land, an essential part of Garífuna culture, rights and community well-being, is
constantly under threat by interests ranging from Honduran government officials, organized crime,
international “development” institutions (Inter-American  Development Bank) and foreign investors.
All of these have used various illegal, brutal and/or manipulative means to appropriate
ancestral Garífuna lands, interested in exploiting it in the name of economic “development” and
tourism, despite national and international law that obligates the full recognition and respect of
indigenous collective land rights.

The Garífuna people arrived on Roatán Island, Honduras, on April 12, 1797, after being forcibly
expelled by the British from the island of St. Vincent after they (Kalinagu and Garinagu) had
engaged in two consecutive wars to defend their last bastion in the Caribbean, in the Lesser
Antilles.

Trujillo was founded in 1524 but was uninhabited during the period from 1643 until a few years
before the arrival of the Garífuna in Honduras.

In 1901, the contemporary President of Honduras, Manuel Bonilla, conceded to the “morenos,” the
communities of Cristales and Rio Negro, located within the perimeter of Trujillo, five thousand
hectares of land to the south east of Cristales and two thousand hectares in the vicinity of the
Laguna de Guaimoreto.

STORY: Garifuna Culture in Honduras: Dancing in a Changing World

Illegal Purchases and Impunity
In 2007, local intermediaries took part in illegal purchases of property on behalf of the Porn King.
By doing so, they initiated the expulsion of the Garífunas from the Bay of Trujillo. This is the same
type of treatment that they have endured in most of the territory they have lived on permanently
and peacefully for the last two centuries.

The Porn King has also acquired land in the Garífuna communities of Santa Fe, San Antonio and
Guadalupe. Formal complaints were made about these fraudulent purchases to the Public Ministry
before the coup d’etat in 2009, but government authorities did not intervene to stop these illegal
purchases.

OFRANEH: Model Cities: Territorial Piracy in Caribbean Honduras (in Spanish) — The Law of Special

The Sorcerer’s  Apprentice, an ages-old fairy
tale interpreted as a poem by Goethe,

made famous today by Disney’s Fantasia,
illustrated the dangers of power over

wisdom, and the risk of human creations
getting out of control.
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Regions Development (RED) after being declared unconstitutional was supplanted by the Zones Act
on Employment and Economic Development (Law ZEDE), creating a “legal framework” intended to
plunder the territory of the Garifuna people — and everyone else — in Honduras

The “Porn King” and his “Banana Coast”
In 1904, American writer O’Henry spent some time in Trujillo, where he wrote his book Cabbages and
Kings, set in the fictional port of Coralio, the name he gave Trujillo. O’Henry then coined the term
“banana republic,” which he used to describe Honduras.

A century later, the Porn King turns up in Trujillo and starts buying up lands from the Garífuna people
to construct a large development known as the Banana Coast. The methods he uses to make these
acquisitions and the political context in the country are the same as the colonial techniques used
by the banana companies and the political situation in Honduras in the early twentieth century.

Greg McCain, Human Rights Observer: “Jorgensen and his other investors have succeeded in
tearing the community apart and destroying the natural habitat of the beach by buying up
land at extremely low prices through extortion, intimidation, and by bribing local officials for
fraudulent land titles in other areas near Trujillo. In addition the project has had extensive
delays because of his attempt to exploit the labor of the local construction workers, paying
extremely low wages even at Honduran rates. This project remains in conflict and those who
seek to invest or link their cruise lines to it are in danger of entering into legal issues that are
currently in litigation in Honduras.”

In the middle of the political tragedy in Honduras, after the military coup of 2009, Jorgenson
managed to quickly obtain environmental permits to construct villas on the iron-rich hillsides over-
looking the Caribbean in a declared protected area of the Capiro y Calentura National Park.

Porn King Connections to the Post-Coup Regime Leader
Pepe Lobo
The Porn King received strong support from Ramon Lobo Sosa, brother of the leader Porfirio Lobo,
thus guaranteeing that everything went smoothly and obliterating any opposition to the pressure
and sacking of their lands on the part of the Garífunas.

On June 21 of 2011, Jorgenson received “special recognition” from Lobo in a cabinet session that
was held in Trujillo.

The Canadian developer receives financing from the Canadian Shield Fund (including funds from the
controversial mining company, Barrick Gold and the Canadian Oil and Gas Company). The Canadian
Shield Fund has provided financing to “Life Vision,” a company whose name provides cover for The
King of Porn’s business enterprises.
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About Jack Eidt
Writer, urban theorist, and environmental advocate, Jack Eidt careens down
human-nature's all consuming one-way highway to its inevitable conclusion -
Wilder Utopia. He co-founded Wild Heritage Planners, based out of Los Angeles,
California. He can be reached at jack (dot) eidt (at) wilderutopia (dot) com.
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 Jack Eidt
Posted December 29, 2013 at 1:13 PM
Bob Baker: This article only touches the tip of the iceberg, let’s add clearcutting the jungle,
stealing water, drugs, the painting of buildings in Trujillo so that the town becomes a Potemkin
village for the tourists. And of course the problem that there is no sanitation in Trujillo, the beaches
are polluted by raw sewage and drug needles wash up regularly. Happy swimming, tourists!

Thanks for commenting, Bob. Frankly, I had real trouble publishing this because the situation is so
depressing, I can hardly face the entire list of injustices the people and their ecosystem are
suffering. The ongoing scam perpetrated on Canadian snowbirds would be laughable if it weren’t
so horrifying, with patsies buying land and buildings site unseen in a world of yes, clear-cutting
and digging out of wetlands, massive toxifying of the plagues of sandflies, land stolen from
indigenous Garifuna and other peasants, violent repression and murder of any dissent, with the
neighbors down the road cutting down the jungle and ripping out subsistence farms for the
expansion of the African Palm Oil empire. Drug traffickers operate in the area with impunity,
moving their products up and down the coast, with planes landing on newly stripped forest. All of
this is supported by US tax dollar, with three “forward-operating-military-bases” located near
Trujillo and down the coast in the formerly wild La Moskitia.

The colorful “tourist village” is right now an assortment of brightly-painted warehouse buildings
hidden behind tall fences, a fake settlement with the intention of fooling investors into thinking
this mega-tourism plan is for real. The reality is the plan is a credit-inspired mirage, built on jungle
quicksand populated by scorpions and crocodiles.
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Featured Stories
‘Above All Else': Fighting the Keystone XL in Texas – Jan 22 LA Screening
Posted on January 3, 2015 | No Comments

Join SoCal 350, Tar Sands Action SoCal, and WilderUtopia in Pasadena, January 22nd for a fundraiser screening of Above All Else, a
documentary on the fight against the Keystone South. Reserve Tickets TODAY! We must sell at least 78 tickets by January 15th to make the event
happen! TIX: https://www.tugg.com/events/12825

READ MORE

Disappearing Cod: Sustainable Populations Require Long-Term Action
Posted on January 2, 2015 | 5 Comments

The NOAA is  shutting down cod fishing for s ix months, from Provincetown, Mass., up to the Canadian border, in an effort to reverse plummeting
numbers of the iconic fish in the Gulf of Maine. Jeffery Bolster argues humans have depredated the Atlantic’s  fish stocks for centuries, and the focus on
short-term fixes only compounds the problem.

READ MORE

‘Selma': Martin Luther King Jr. as Radical Peace and Anti-Poverty Activist
Posted on December 28, 2014 | No Comments

A new film reinstates the radical legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., speaking out against war and poverty and marginalized by the political
establishment, in a review by Zaid Jilani.

I could never have approximated how truly awful things are in Honduras right now, despite
knowing of the continuing brutality since the 2009 coup. I’ve been trying to be positive, but no,
there is absolutely nothing to be positive about except the incredible beauty of the humanity and
the landscape that somehow still survives among the continued ruination perpetrated by the
multinational corporatocracy and the military industrial complex. The inspiring work of the LIBRE
party will continue despite the stolen election and long list of murders of their candidates and
supporters.

Ignorant and foolhardy gringos looking to buy land or visit on a cruise ship, know what kind of
deadly swamp you will step into!!!
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1. Reportback on workshops with community radios in Trujillo, Colon, Honduras |
Medios del Pueblo: Desde las Raices

2. Garífuna People: Masked Warriors Dance into the New Year |  WilderUtopia.com
3. Garifuna urge Honduras to end displacement – Nobel Women's Initiative
4. Garifuna Culture in Honduras: Dancing in a Changing World |  WilderUtopia.com
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READ MORE

Sustainable Vertical Urbanism: The Future of  Cities?
Posted on December 17, 2014 | No Comments

"Vertical City," a complete ecosystem in the sky that you never have to leave, accommodates population growth and protects the planet, but
may have s ignificant drawbacks for the people who call it home and their connection to the earth. Projects in China and Dubai illustrate the concept and
its  limitations.

READ MORE

Aztec Myth: Quetzalcoatl Rescues Humanity in the Land of  the Dead
Posted on December 11, 2014 | No Comments

Part of the Mesoamerican myth of the origin of people, where Quetzalcoatl, the Plumed Serpent, descends into the Land of the Dead, Mictlan,
to rescue the bones of humanity and bring them back to life.

READ MORE

An Orangutan’s Journey Though Palm Oil Killing Fields
Posted on December 8, 2014 | No Comments

The film "Green" documents deforestation and orangutan extinction in the Indonesian rainforest. It is  a s ilent film (without narration)
presenting the treasures of rainforest biodivers ity and the devastating impacts of logging and land clearing for palm oil plantations.

READ MORE

Convivial Degrowth: An Ecologic Reckoning for an Ailing Planet
Posted on December 6, 2014 | No Comments

The model planners and economists touted as "sustainable development" has only exacerbated ecologic distress and community dis location
through its  focus on wealth-creation. The needs of our ailing planet facing an impending 11 billion population calls  for ecology and human welfare to
dominate economy, but how to achieve this  in a world bought and paid for by finance capitalism?

READ MORE

Starhawk: Hope in the T ime of  Climate Change
Posted on December 3, 2014 | 1 Comment

As the full moon approaches and the winter solstice upcoming ~ on Sun Dec 7 in LA, join this  empowering day with Starhawk and a conscious
community collectively co-creating a vis ion of a just transition away from climate- and ecosystem-damaging foss il fuels  and industrial agriculture to a
sustainable permaculture-oriented new world!

READ MORE

Karlheinz Stockhausen: Cosmic Pulses of  Sound f rom the Dog Star
Posted on November 28, 2014 | 1 Comment

On the inimitable and controvers ial Karlheinz Stockhausen, German composer who fused science fiction with class ical music, whose 20th
Century groundbreaking creations expanded the bounds of e lectronic music and serial compositions from the brightest star Sirius.

READ MORE

Post-Apocalyptic Destruction of  the Tar Sands: Alberta f rom Above
Posted on November 26, 2014 | No Comments

With the Keystone XL and Alberta Clipper pipelines threatening to inundate the earth with the dirtiest oil known to humanity, we survey a
bird's-eye view of the post-apocalyptic tar sands oil sacrifice zones in Alberta, Canada, by photographer Alex MacLean.

READ MORE
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