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By JAMES KUNDA and

CHUSA SICHONE –

PRESIDENT Edgar Lungu

has said that the Government

expects investors to make

adequate compensation to

indigenous persons displaced

from their land to make way

for business ventures such as

large-scale farming.

Mr Lungu said investors had

an obligation to both the law

and the settlers to abide by

the national land policy,

through ensuring that settlers

displaced from land for

business activities are

adequately compensated.

Mr Lungu said Zambia was a

country of well-structured rules and regulations and people, whether indigenous or foreign, must ensure that they abide by the law.

Mr Lungu said this to journalists in Lusaka on Tuesday, in reaction to reports that investors in some parts of the country were shilly-shallying in

compensating settlers displaced from domestic land they had occupied for generations.

“I think what you need to know is that the country has respect for the rule of law, and the rule of law is very important for us. So I would like to believe

that investors do everything within the law,” President Lungu said.

The President said when embarking on a project on any piece of land, the Government itself ensured that existing settlers were adequately

compensated, in some instances with not only land and but new accommodation as well.

He said that respecting the rule of law was essential to sustaining social order.

In its report, the Human Rights Watch (HRW) appealed to the Government to intervene in the displacement of villagers by commercial farmers in

Central Province’s Serenje District.

This follows a research conducted by the HRW between June 2016 and August 2017 culminating into a 101-page report dubbed ‘Forced to Leave:

Commercial Farming and Displacement in Zambia launched in Lusaka recently.

“Families that have lived and farmed for generations on land now allocated to commercial farms are being displaced without due process or

compensation. Families have been left hungry and homeless,” said Juliana Nnoko-Mewanu, the report’s author and researcher on women and land at

the HRW.

The research focused on Serenje District where the Government has been promoting large scale agriculture and farm blocs, with HRW investigating

six commercial farms, ranging from 150 hectares to more than 5,000 hectares of land; five of the farms within the Luombwa farm bloc while the other

in Nansanga farm bloc.

Serenje District has five major farm blocs in Nansanga, Luombwa, Munte, Kasanka and Ssasa.

Some of the activities the HRW researchers engaged in were conducting a number of interviews, 132 with individual community members in four

communities in Luombwa farm bloc, with Government officials, commercial farm representatives and the civil society.

The HRW stated that long-term residents had been evicted, sometimes forcibly, or feared displacement from land to make way for commercial farmers

while several thousand more might be at risk of being pushed out of their homes without compensation.

The HRW, according to the information its researchers gathered from the affected families, revealed that Billis Farm Limited forcibly evicted 46 families

in 2013 without compensating or resettling them despite destroying their homes, trees, crops and other property.

Similarly, the report alleged also that Nyamanza Farming Limited forcibly evicted approximately 45 families in 2015 and 2016 without compensation or

resettlement assistance despite destroying their homes, trees, livestock and other property.

The HRW accused Rowe Farming Limited of attempting to displace about 24 families while some were displaced last year and compensated five

families between K5,575 and K7,757 after destroying their homes, among other properties.

In the case of Fairfield Farm, the report alleged that 22 families risked being displaced and that there was no compensation or resettlement as at June

2017 while receiving threats of destruction of their homes and other property.

It is alleged also that Kasary Kuti Ranch displaced some 12 families affected by court-ordered eviction and ordering compensation of K1,000 whileKasary Kuti Ranch 

most of them remained on the land because they appealed against the eviction.
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Lawyer spirited away from court C 

XBy JUDITH NAMUTOWE  -

THE Zambezi River Authority (ZRA) has said the feasibility study on the Batoka Hydropower Station has been reviewed.

ZRA chief executive officer Munyaradzi Munodawafa said in an interview yesterday that the review on the demo structure, power house and capacity output on

http://www.times.co.zm/
http://www.times.co.zm/
http://www.times.co.zm/?cat=13
http://www.times.co.zm/?cat=11
http://www.times.co.zm/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/President-Lungu-628x350.jpg
http://www.times.co.zm/?p=100101
http://www.times.co.zm/?p=100111
http://www.hit-counts.com/
http://www.hit-counts.com/
http://www.times.co.zm/?p=50020
http://www.times.co.zm/?p=20259
http://www.times.co.zm/?p=27466
intent://send/+260954747464#Intent;scheme=smsto;package=com.whatsapp;action=android.intent.action.SENDTO;end
http://www.times.co.zm/index.php
http://www.times.co.zm/?cat=1
http://www.times.co.zm/?cat=2
http://www.times.co.zm/?cat=4
http://www.times.co.zm/?cat=5
http://www.times.co.zm/?cat=6
http://www.times.co.zm/?cat=7
http://www.times.co.zm/?cat=8
http://www.times.co.zm/wp-login.php?action=register
http://www.times.co.zm/?p=50020
http://www.times.co.zm/?p=20259
http://www.times.co.zm/?p=27466
http://www.times.co.zm/?p=107874
http://www.times.co.zm/?p=107853


7/21/2020 Times of Zambia | Compensate them – Lungu

www.times.co.zm/?p=100107 2/2

TAGSTAGS

ABOUT THE AUTHORABOUT THE AUTHOR
Davies M.M Chanda

Embed View

Tweets by  @timesofzambia

Nov 2

Nov 2

Nov 1

times.co.zm/?p=107114 
  

 

times.co.zm/?p=107129 
  

 

Replying to @timesofzambia

By REBECCA MUSHOTA
THE gene-based cure for HIV announced
recently means that a total cure for HIV/A
within reach in the next 10 to 15 years, th
Centre for Infectious Diseases Research 
Zambia (CIDRZ) has said. 
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the project had been completed.

Mr Munodawafa said the authority was currently waiting for the second phase of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).

‘‘We have reviewed the Batoka Hydropower Station feasibility study. The study on the demo structure, power house structure and the capacity output on the

project has been completed,’’ Mr Munodawafa said.

He said the finalisation of the study and the EIA was expected to be completed in the first quarter of 2015.

Mr Munodawfa said consultants were currently working on other processes and thereafter the project committee which include senior Government officials ,

utilities and ZRA would visit the project this month.

He said once all these processes were completed, ZRA would then be able to select the developer for the project, after which the authority would be able to

come up with the actual value of the project.

Zambia and Zimbabwe signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to team up and start the Batoka hydropower project which is estimated to cost about

US$4 billion.

The agreement was signed during the council of ministers held at Kariba in Siavonga recently.
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