
 

 

 

 

Log in ▼

• Register

Jakarta, ID

Wednesday, February 27 2013, 23:30 PM

• Home

News

• Editor's Choice

• Business

• National

• Archipelago

• Jakarta

• World

• Sports

Views

• Opinion

• Reader's Forum

• Your Voice

Life

• Sci-Tech

• Environment

• Body & Soul

• Art & Design

• Culture

• Lifestyle

• Entertainment

• Features

• Travel

Multimedia

• Photos

• Multimedia and Audio Slideshow

• Print Edition

Other Publications

• Weekender

• Youthspeak

• Bali Daily

• Public Blog IMO

• NIE

National

More National News

• Up in arms

• Komnas HAM commissioner apologizes to TNI

• Komnas HAM commissioner apologizes to TNI

• RI diaspora expected to do more for Indonesia

• BPK reports 26 mining and plantation companies to police

• KAHMI stands behind Anas

• Leave Jokowi alone: PDI-P patron

• Creative campaigning

• NGOs accuse Govt of delaying human rights tribunal

• SBY opens Pancasila training center

• KPK summons former PLN finance director

Related News

http://www.facebook.com/jakpost
https://twitter.com/#!/jakpost
http://oauth2.thejakartapost.com//user/register
http://www.youthspeak.com
http://imo.thejakartapost.com
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/02/27/up-arms.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/02/27/komnas-ham-commissioner-apologizes-tni.html-0
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/02/27/komnas-ham-commissioner-apologizes-tni.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/02/27/ri-diaspora-expected-do-more-indonesia.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/02/27/bpk-reports-26-mining-and-plantation-companies-police.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/02/27/kahmi-stands-behind-anas.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/02/27/leave-jokowi-alone-pdi-p-patron.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/02/27/creative-campaigning.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/02/26/ngos-accuse-govt-delaying-human-rights-tribunal.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/02/26/sby-opens-pancasila-training-center.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/02/26/kpk-summons-former-pln-finance-director.html-0


• Sidewalk vendors mixed on relocation

• Governor upbeat that residents will not resist relocation

• Authorities free railway station of street vendors

• Hartati shows up for third questioning

• Relocation planned after erosion in Jambi

• Comment: KPK puts Hartati behind bars

• Govt backs suggestion to relocate GKI Yasmin

• Shiites’ relocation not an option, says human rights watchdog

• Shia group offered relocation

• Hartati ‘too ill’ to attend questioning

• Hartati Murdaya fails to show up for first questioning at KPK

• Shia followers diss relocation, demand security

• Relocation not the answer, say Shiites

• Buddhist organization urges KPK leniency toward Hartati

Villagers say Hartati’s thugs forced them off their land
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An allegation that her plantation company forced villagers to leave their lands came as another blow for businesswoman Siti Hartati Murdaya, a suspect in a

bribery scandal.

Hartati seemingly will have to divide her interrogation time between the Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) and the National Commission on Human

Rights (Komnas HAM) which plans to summon her.

Komnas HAM now plans to summon Hartati after a group of farmers from Central Sulawesi came to the rights body on Friday alleging human rights violations

committed by personnel from Hartati’s company.

The farmers who came from a remote part of Buol, Central Sulawesi, claimed that their land was taken away by Hartati’s company, PT Hardaya Inti Plantation

(PT HIP) in 1993.

“At first, people from the company told us that they would construct roads. We were very happy back then because the roads would ease our access,” said

Paraman Yunus, one of the farmers who came to the Komnas HAM office in Jakarta.

However, Paraman said, the planned road never materialized. Instead, local people were forced to abandon their homes and lands.

“Some of our houses were even set ablaze,” he said.

Hartati, a former member of the board of patrons of the Democratic Party, is currently in detention by the KPK for her alleged involvement in a bribery scandal

implicating former Buol regent Amran Batalipu.

The KPK believe that the businesswoman gave Rp 3 billion (US$312,744) to Amran to expedite a business permit for her company, PT HIP.

PT HIP owns around 75,000 hectares of land in Buol of which around 22,000 hectare have secured permits as a palm oil plantation.

However, Paraman said that actually some 4,487 hectares of PT HIP’s land belongs to locals.

“In 1993, they chased us away from our homes and land,” he said, adding that some of those who forced villagers off their land wore military uniforms.

For more than 10 years, locals have fought to reclaim their land.

Dialogues and meetings between farmers, PT HIP and the local administration have taken place several times.

Their efforts, according to Sudarmin J Paliba from the Buol Farmers Forum, are invariably futile.

Sudarmin said that PT HIP had promised farmers compensation for their loss. However the company never met its promises.

Komnas HAM deputy chairman M. Ridha Saleh said that his office would collect data in relation to the human rights allegations. (riz)
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