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Kyaw Ko Ko 20 Dec 2016

Ernployees of a nickel factory in Htlgyalng township, Sagaing Region, stage a protest for better workmg conditions over the weekend. Photo: Kyaw
Ko Ko / The Myanmar Times
Tagaung nickel factory workers demonstrate for a payrise

Hundreds of Myanmar workers from a nickel factory in Sagaing Region staged a demonstration this past weekend over a perceived
pay discrepancy between foreign and local employees.

The protesting workers say they are demanding full benefits like workplace healthcare and social security, which their Chinese counterparts
allegedly receive. But officials from the Chinese company operating the mine told The Myanmar Times last week that the dispute arose out of a
misunderstanding.

The Tagaung Taung Nickel Factory in Katha district’s Htigyaing township employs around 1600 Myanmar workers and about 400 Chinese migrant
workers, the protesters said.

Workers’ representative Ko Tin Myo Tun told The Myanmar Times that more than 500 Myanmar staffers are involved in the protest movement. He
added that they don’t intend to stop until they have secured workplace conditions in line with international standards.

“Salaries for foreigners and local workers at the factory are totally different right now. I want our salary to be increased to the appropriate amount,”



he said. “The labour rights are lost. The healthcare [and safety standards] are still weak in the workplace. Social security cards have not been
received yet.”

Labourer U Tun Win said the protesting workers were wrongfully terminated from the factory for calling for protections guaranteed to them under
the law.

“We were fired for leading the protest. We informed the relevant labour associations. This is the first time we have staged a protest,” said U Tun
Win. “If they do not solve [this issue], we will wear green wristbands and stage a sit-in at the work sites. If they resolve our requests, we will stop
it.”

The Tagaung Taung factory began mining in 2009 after the Ministry of Mines and China Nonferrous Metal Mining Co (CNMC) signed a product-
sharing contract in 2009.

Last week, the manager of CNMC's business affairs department and the standing deputy general manager visited The Myanmar Times’ Yangon
office to discuss the Tagaung Taung mine and the company’s efforts to conform with international corporate social responsibility standards.

“Currently CNICO [CNMC Nickel Co] has employed 1558 Myanmar workers. It is more than 75 percent of all workers. That is over the initial ratio
that is stipulated in the laws and contract,” said a report on the project provided by the company officials.

The report adds that the project aims to serve as a “model of cooperation between Chinese and Myanmar in the mining industry”.

Translation by Win Thaw Tar, San Layy and Khine Thazin Han

A

TG5O Sfzo

Most Read

R ration of Shw n Daw mon
Kyaw Ko Ko 13 Jun 2018

I Ialﬂﬂfi‘

Mandalay city official sacked for asking for...
Si Thu Lwin 13 Jun 2018

M

Mandalay to spend K9.9 billion on vehicles,...
Si Thu Lwin 13 Jun 2018

M

German expert suggests replacing over 100...
Phyo Wai Kyaw 12 Jun 2018

Government encourages subsistence fish...
Si Thu Lwin 11 Jun 2018

More In Mandalay & Upper Myanmar

1.

g e : ;
Restoration of Shwe Nan Daw monastery to cost at least $1.5M
Mandalay & Upper Myanmar 13 Jun 2018

HEARTREAT OF THE NATION

Mandal. i fficial ked for asking for bri
Mandalay & Upper Myanmar 13 Jun 2018



HEARTREAT OF THE NATION

Mandalay to spend K9.9 billion on vehicles, machiner:

Mandalay & Upper Myanmar 13 Jun 2018
& P

German expert su esté replacing over 100 teak pillars on old U Bein Bridge
Mandalay & Upper Myanmar 12 Jun 2018

o

Government encourages subsistence fish farming in rivers, lakes
Mandalay & Upper Myanmar 11 Jun 2018

HEARTBEAT OF THE NATION

Monk fil in ver theft of man
Mandalay & Upper Myanmar 11 Jun 2018

Latest News

Goethe Villa reopens on high note
The Pulse 13 Jun 2018

w?

Th lours of Friendship: an artisti
The Pulse 13 Jun 2018

M anrﬁar mindful of Sri Lanka’s debt crisis...
Business 13 Jun 2018

B2

Information Committee release progress...
Business 13 Jun 2018

e

Construction of Dala Bridge still waylaid by...
Business 13 Jun 2018

Mine sparks tailings tussle in Indonesia
Opinion 13 Jun 2018

i

- A

Restoration of Shwe Nan Daw monastery to...
Mandal_&_l & Upper Myanmar 13 Jun 2018

Home
National News
Business

The Pulse
Sports




Opinion

In Depth

Special Features
In Pictures

Nay Pyi Taw
Yangon

Mandal n r Myanmar
Property News
Technology
Travel

Dini

About Us
Contact Us

Pri Poli
Subscription

Facebook  Twitter

fihe Myanmar....@

Be the first of your friends to like
this

Newsletter

Name

\ |
Email *

| Submit

© Copyright 2018 The Myanmar Times. All rights reserved.

f L 4

K



