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21 days ultimatum for Socfin Managers

The Malen Youth Development Union (MAYODA) on 20 May 2017 issued a 21-day
ultimatum for the General Manager of Socfin Agriculture Company, Philip Tonks,
and the Plantation Manager, Gordon Peterson, to be transferred, before the 9 June
2017 due to abuses meted against workers of the oil palm plantation and failure to
fulfill development promises.

MAYODA is an advocacy and mediatory group endorsed by chiefdom stakeholders BIEEin TErEns o 1he @l prli plemiEien
advocating for favourable treatment of land owners and workers.

Mustapha Fofanah, a middle-aged man, is the Chairman of MAYODA and also Town Chief of Jonbo village just a few
metres from the concession area of Socfin by the ‘green belt’, a patched forest surrounding a village with vast palm
trees, leaving land the size of two football stadiums for locals to eke a living.

The Chairman of MAYODA said, “this is the second complaint letter we have written to the company and other
stakeholders about the grave abuses of Socfin workers especially laborers at the oil palm plantation and issues of
unfulfilled development promises for locals.”

“We are relentless on this 21-day ultimatum this time around. They must go for our people to get freedom on the
land,” clutching his fist and punching the air in anger.



He said labourers on the oil palm plantation are harassed, molested and also exploited by Socfin Agriculture
Company, majority of whom are vulnerable poor men and women whose land has been acquired by the company.

He said 80% of the sixty villages where the company operates have not received 20% of the development projects
promised them when their land was leased in 2011.

On 22 May 2017 a andi sucecessful protest was held against the company, wherein all the oil palm
plantation workers [plf joEto work due to the undue harassment, intimidation and abuses by the company
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According to Mamie Lahai, a woman in her 30’s with her husband working for the
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y Socfin Agricultu!e Company, Abu Amara, said the company is working according to
Y

f Serra Leone and internationally accepted best practices.




He said the company has made every effort to ensure that women and .1.(.Hzorking on its plantations benefit from
improved living and working conditions. = || ||
|
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“Every year,” he said, “Socfin invests a significant budget for the maintenance, renovation creation of social
infrastructures and community services, which i‘iﬁhousing, schools, o that communities
can thrive.” I
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“We have employed thousands of men and women from the chiefdom to do brushing, slashing, pruning appliance of
qizer, and harvesting for a mill that produces 30 tons per hour.”

“We give task to meet our production target, but the people are lazy women do not accept pruning and harvesting
jobs and use of wheelbarrows due to useless cultural belief,” he slammed his desk with his fist... we pay them
slightly above Le20,000 per task.”

The Community Liaison Manager, Joseph Edward Belmoh, said the company is doing its part in implementing
community development projects and also providing jobs for locals.
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Letter addressed to the Government of Senegal, G7 members state, and the African
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w* Kerry

Very interesting work/list. So what is the pathway forward? What are the policy options? Social movement?
25 May 2018

%' John

Of all the agricultural land in Australia suitable for growing food what percentage is now owned by foreign

investors? 5, 10, 15% or more and when do y...
25 May 2018

#* boucard

Comment se procurer ce film pour des débats publics. Peuples solidaires, association a laquelle j'appartiens,

a organisé la semaine derniere uner...
11 May 2017

%" Elijah

Was pleased to read your article. I am however surprised that the story of the frustration that DFL is going

through with the investor being harassed b...
10 Feb 2017

%' sebastian

Excelente trabajo de investigacion. Se los agradezco mucho. Consultare todas las funtes que ustedes

proporcionan para tener un informemas acabdado c...
09 Dec 2016

%' Anonymous

La critique est facile mais l'art difficile; j'ai rarement vu des ONG créer des emplois et contribuer au

développement socio-économique autant que d...
29 Nov 2016



o #* Christopher Ajua

The same political and economic problems that existed in Cameroon during these crises persist and continue
to plague the lives of Cameroonians, especia...

26 Nov 2016



