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Bewani to become largest oil palm producer
BEWANI District in West Sepik Province will become the single largest integrated palm oil production
region in the world.
This was revealed during a tree planting ceremony of 30 palms to mark the beginning of a new phase in
the development of the oil palm project by Prime Minister Peter O�Neill, his deputy Belden Namah and
members of his Cabinet on Tuesday.
Mr Namah said it was a historical day for the people of Bevani in the Vanimo Green Electorate,
development partners and the Bewani Oil Palm Plantations Ltd (BOPPL) because it was also the
beginning of many good things to come.
He also announced during the ceremony that Bewani Oil Palm project would be the first project
investment in Papua New Guinea where the Incorporated Land groups would receive 15 per cent free
equity under the profit sharing agreement to the net profits in the plantation business.
Mr O�Neill also announced that his Government had granted Bewani Oil Palms Ltd a 10-year Tax Free
Concession.
General Manager of BOPPL Kelvin Tan Keh Feng said when the agreement was signed in 2010, the
company promised to clear the land, plant oil palm and build amenities.
He also announced that in addition to planting oil palm, the company would also build sawmills, veneer
processing plants, palm oil mills, refinery, Pelletizing Plant and Biomass Power Plants as downstream
projects.
�All these when come on-stream will create more employment for the people here to earn regular
income and more spin-off business opportunities will be created to improve the people�s living
standards,� the general manager said.
He said the life of Bewani people would never be the same again. These words are true� it has not
been a smooth journey to this day and we are also aware of the fact that it will not be an all smooth
journey in the future to realise that dream for all of us at Bewani.��
The GM said they were here to stay and build a better future for the people of Bewani and the country.
�In order to start a mega project like this, it requires a lot of capital investment before it can get of the
ground so since day one when the agreement was signed, BOPPL had invested more than K2 million
into the project and more will have to be invested before it becomes successful,� he said.
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