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Statements
Fact-Finding Mission on Teves Land Case
Set

Civil society groups led by the Philippine Alliance of Human Rights Advocates (PAHRA)
start today (Sept. 23) the conduct of a two-day fact-finding mission in the former
property of the Teves family in Negros Oriental.

Bel Formanes, team leader of the mission, said the fact-finding aims to verify the
complaints filed by Task Force Mapalad (TFM), a peasant advocate group, regarding
the eject ion of 31 farmer-beneficiaries from the land awarded to them by the
Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) under the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform
Program (CARP).

Part icipating in the fact-finding mission are representatives from the Commission on
Human Rights, Task Force Detainees of the Philippines, Alternative Law Group, the
Agustinian Missionaries of Negros, and the German NGO International Peace
Observers Network (IPON).

Max de Mesa, coordinator of the mission, said the first day of fact-finding will focus
on interviewing key DAR and police officials in the municipality of Sta. Catalina and in
Bayawan City, where the disputed former property of the Teves family is located.

He said the second day will focus on interviewing the farmer-beneficiaries and, if
possible, people close or related to the family of former Congressman Herminio
Teves of 3rd district  Negros Oriental.

Earlier, TFM claimed that security guards and armed goons led by Arnie Teves,
grandson of Herminio Teves, had ejected the farmer-beneficiaries by fencing off the
awarded property and threatening them with dire consequences if they did not leave
the property.

Two persons—a son of a farmer-beneficiary and a lawyer of DAR—were killed at the
height of the dispute. Arnaldo Hoyohoy, son of farmer-beneficiary Romualdo
Hoyohoy, was shot dead in front of his residence at around 6:30 p.m. on December
3, 2008 by an unidentified gunman.

Atty. Eleazer Casipong of DAR-Bayawan City was shot dead in Sibulan highway on
January 30, 2009 by a tandem of motorbike-riding masked men while he was on his
way home.

The disputed property involves two contiguous parcels of land—the 28-hectare
parcel with 12 farmer-beneficiaries in Barangay Villareal, Bayawan City and the 33-
hectare parcel with 19 farmer-beneficiaries in Barangay Caranoche, Sta. Catalina.

The beneficiaries in Villareal were issued their Cert ificate of Land Ownership Award
(CLOA) in 1999, while the beneficiaries in Caranoche were issued their CLOA in 1997.

TFM spokesperson Edna Sobrecaray said they are also preparing documents showing
culpable human rights violat ions in the disputed property for submission to CHR
Commissioner Etta Rosales and to the committee on human rights of the Senate
and the House of Representatives.

“For now we will try to call the attention of the CHR and Congress for resolut ion of
some issues, including the murder of Hoyohoy and Casipong,” said Sobrecaray.

Sobrecaray said that although the issues around the Teves land dispute occurred
under the former Arroyo administrat ion, they are now the concerns of the Aquino
administrat ion.

“We hope the Aquino administrat ion and the present DAR leadership will take
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decisive steps to resolve the Teves land dispute,” she said.

De Mesa said that the mission’s findings will be consolidated and recommendations
will be presented on September 27 to relevant government inst itut ions, such as the
CHR, DAR, and the Philippine National Police, and Congress.
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