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(Agence Ecofin) - On the African continent, many countries have
significant agricultural potential. While there is no doubt about the
need to add value to untapped arable land, the approaches adopted
sometimes give rise to controversy and may end in failure.

In the DRC, the Upper House of Parliament did not give the green

light to the lifting of the immunity of Senator and former Prime
Minister, Augustin Matata Ponyo (photo) suspected of embezzlement ~ Aspart of a public-private partnership between the

of public funds and criminal conspiracy in within the framework of the = government and the South Affican company Africom

Bukanga-Lonzo agro-industrial project Commodities, the initiative which aimed to create one
of the most important agricultural poles in the country
Of the 96 senators present at the plenary session of Parliament on June W definitively suspended in 2018 due to of the
15, 49 rejected the request against 46 votes in favor and a void ballot, ~ financial hemorrhage.

The request was made by the Attorney General to the Constitutional Court, which was based on a report by the

General Inspectorate of Finance (IGF) published in November 2020.

According to the public body, the former head of government of Joseph Kabila would be the main "intellectual
author" of the debacle of the said project launched in 2014 on an area of 80,000 hectares 220 km south-east of
the capital Kinshasa.

As part of a public-private partnership between the government and the South African company Africom
Commodities, the initiative which aimed to create one of the most important agricultural poles in the country
was definitively suspended in 2018 due to of the financial hemorrhage.

Of the $ 285 million injected into the project by the Treasury, the IGP estimates that $ 205 million were
misappropriated with the responsibility of Mr. Matata Ponyo. This decision constitutes a new twist in this affair
which has caused much ink to flow and shows, according to some observers, the limits of the large agro-
industrial projects deployed with slogans on food self-sufficiency on the African continent.

RD Congo, LE PARC AGRO-INDUSTRIEL DE BUKANGA LON...

Already last May, the Senate refused to proceed with the planned vote on the request for the lifting of immunity
introduced by the Constitutional Court, considering that it was not competent to indict a parliamentarian.As a

reminder, the DRC has 80 million hectares of arable land, which is the second largest potential in the world
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behind Brazil, but of which only 10% of this area is exploited.

Hope Olodo

Original source: Agence Ecofin
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Cambodia. Standing up to Bolloré, the Bunong ethnic group mourns its forest

04 Jul 2021

Cambodge. Face a Bolloré, ’ethnie Bunong pleure sa forét

04 Jul 2021

o ®" Birgitta Amoroso

Where are these bananas exported? If to Europe, let us know their trade name. It would be vital to press
for the Chinese company and the Laos Governm...
29 May 2021

o ®* Chief Andre Mathews

All these issues are important and it is time for a summit on the key short term and long term goals. We
can have a win,win for the farmers and help th...
22 May 2021

o #" Chief Andre Mathews

Great news,We also would like to give support to the farmers in the project! We are family farmers coop
in Memphis ,Tn. USA. We want to expand coopera...
22 May 2021

o ®°* James Porteous

An unfortunate headline makes it sound like the farmland grab actually is going green.
15 May 2021

o ®* admin

Bonjour Ndiaga LL.e mieux c'est de prendre contact avec le CRAFS (Cadre de réflexion et d'action sur le
foncier au Sénégal)_. Merci.
29 Apr 2021

o "' ndiaga NIANG

Bonsoir, je suis étudiant a ['université Gaston berger en master 2 Agrobusiness. Enfaite j'écris ma
mémoire sur "la gestion des conflits agricoles...
28 Apr 2021

o W' Anonymous

Las tierras de America pertenecen a los indigenas, NO a los colonizadores europeos!
23 Apr 2021
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