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The Shin Yang Group, one of East Malaysia’s largest plywood producers, spares no effort in returning the green back to Sarawak’s
landscape.

Cover image: An aerial view of Shin Yang's forest plantation in Sarawak, a land area totalling 350,000ha.

The landscape is not a pretty sight. Recent felling has brought the forest to its knees and the view is one of broken branches, muddy
mounds and tractor tracks. When taken at face value, it  is compelling evidence of Man’s destruct ive impact on Mother Nature, a
scoop relished by well-meaning but misinformed environmental act ivists.

Falcata saplings growing in a nursery in Miri, Sarawak
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Seed sowing

But Sarawak’s wilderness paints a different story. New young saplings are thriving in the tropical humidity, put in the ground almost
immediately after its predecessors have been felled. Giving back to the forest is a practice Shin Yang has adopted since 1999, short ly
after the local government began issuing LPFs (License for Planted Forest) that same year. These areas are licensed for several cycles
and only meant for cult ivat ing tree farms. After securing three LPFs in Bintulu, Masama and Long Lama, Shin Yang began commercial
planting in 2003.

This makes Shin Yang one of the earliest wood-processing companies to embrace reforestat ion as a business philosophy. Every log is
tagged with a date and place of ‘birth’, which means that all plywood can be traced back to its original source. In this way, not only will
there always be a renewable source of logs for plywood, the trees are always there to maintain Nature’s balance.

“We never take logs from unsustainable sources,” said James Ling, managing director of Shin Yang’s wood-based division. “We don’t
support illegal logging because illegal logs fetch a much cheaper price and this undercuts the price of our plywood. If everyone sources
legally, it  creates a more level playing field in the game.”

Even though licensees are entit led to ut ilise an LPF area at their own discret ion, Shin Yang reserves about one-third of the land
untouched to prevent landslides and serve as natural water catchment areas. These natural habitats are also home to Sarawak’s
indigenous tribes, as well as rare flora and fauna. The Long Lama estate is accredited ISO 14001:2004, the badge given in recognit ion
of environmental protection.

To date, nearly three hundred million saplings have taken root on a land area totalling 350,000 ha. The main species grown are Falcata
(parrserianthes falcataria), Acacia Mangium, Eucalytus and other fast-growing species harvested on a 10-year cycle. The second
cycle of planting has begun (up to 30,000 seedlings per day) just as the first batch of logs are leaving for the mills. The harvesting
volume stands at 8,000m3 per month and is set to double in future.

Patience pays off

Good trees come from good seeds and proper care in the nursery. Although they can reach up to 15 metres in two years, Akira
Kitaoka, a forest engineer from Japan, is finding ways to shorten their growth period.

He has 19 years of experience in Sarawak, spending the past six at Shin Yang Forestry studying development patterns in tropical
vegetation to yield more consistent growth. These days Kitaoka-san spends his t ime sourcing for good seeds and site maintenance.
He also spends t ime in the t issue culture laboratory, set up about four years ago.



Shin Yang Plywood mill in Miri, Sarawak
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His work has been supported by Shin Yang’s management for nearly 16 years—a privilege few enjoy. Not many private companies are
willing to spend on silviculture as it  takes months, sometimes years, of incubation before returns on investment are evident.

Today Shin Yang Forestry’s patience has paid off. After rounds of trial and error, about 10,000 seedlings per day have sprouted
successfully in the nursery. Before, the yield was only 5% of the current output. Also even though consecutive rounds of agriculture
would starve the soil of nutrients, the trees in the field have about 50% survival rate. Simple details matter; such as using tweezers
to sow seeds and posit ioning saplings at least 3m apart in the field.

In response, all of the plywood mills were gradually upgraded with patented technology to peel logs from 30cm down to 1cm in
diameter, thus fully ut ilising every log and reducing wastage.

Next year if you visit  that same spot, the broken branches, muddy mounds and tractor tracks would have disappeared. The landscape
should now be a pleasant emerald green.

 

This article was first published in Panels & Furniture Asia (July/August issue)

News archive

(46)
(66)
(86)
(77)
(81)
(64)
(75)
(55)
(55)
(61)
(48)
(61)

(775)
(36)

News archive

2016

DECEMBER
NOVEMBER
OCTOBER
SEPTEMBER
AUGUST
JULY
JUNE
MAY
APRIL
MARCH
FEBRUARY
JANUARY

News archive

2016
2015

Latest Issues of Magazines

Panels & Furniture Asia

Search news archive

http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/news-archive/ahec-confirms-presence-at-ifmac-woodmac-jakarta-2016/507
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/news-archive
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/news-archive/china-to-build-a-usd3-8-billion-industrial-park-in-papua-new-guinea/837
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/news-archive/date?date=2016-12
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/news-archive/date?date=2016-11
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/news-archive/date?date=2016-10
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/news-archive/date?date=2016-09
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/news-archive/date?date=2016-08
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/news-archive/date?date=2016-07
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/news-archive/date?date=2016-06
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/news-archive/date?date=2016-05
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/news-archive/date?date=2016-04
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/news-archive/date?date=2016-03
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/news-archive/date?date=2016-02
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/news-archive/date?date=2016-01
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/news-archive/date?date=2016
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/news-archive/date?date=2015
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/PFA_NovDec2016/index.html


NOV/DEC 2016 ISSUE
In this issue:

NOV/DEC 2016 ISSUE
In this issue:

Click to view

Panels & Furniture China

Click to view

Panels & Furniture Middle East and North
Africa

Global furniture outlook

EWS: A little uniqueness goes a long way

The coming of composite panels

���������������——������������������

�����“�����”

���������������

http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/PFA_NovDec2016/index.html
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/PFA_NovDec2016/index.html#20/z
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/PFA_NovDec2016/index.html#26/z
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/PFA_NovDec2016/index.html#44/z
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/PFC_NovDec2016/index.html
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/PFC_NovDec2016/index.html
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/PFC_NovDec2016/index.html#24/z
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/PFC_NovDec2016/index.html#42/z
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/PFC_NovDec2016/index.html#48/z
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/PFMENA_issue216/index.html


Issue 2, 2016
In this issue:

Vol.2, 2016
In this issue:

Click to view

Wood Flooring Asia

Click to view

American Hardwood

Wood-Skin® reigns in Dubai restaurant

Connecting the dots for MENA’s economic future

SCM anchors confidence in the Middle East

Plenty of Room for Growth

Bringing TMT to Asia

Treessun Flooring: From the Ground Up

http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/PFMENA_issue216/index.html
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/PFMENA_issue216/index.html#24/z
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/PFMENA_issue216/index.html#29/z
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/PFMENA_issue216/index.html#34/z
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/WFA2_2016/index.html
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/WFA2_2016/index.html
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/WFA2_2016/index.html#16/z
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/WFA2_2016/index.html#32/z
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/WFA2_2016/index.html#38/z
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/AmericanHardwoodSupplement2016/index.html


2016
In this issue:

2016
In this issue:

Click to view

American Hardwoord China

Click to view

Subscribe to our newsletter

Your email address

 subscribe

American Cherry—A personal view

10 tips for buying American hardwoods

“Grown in seconds” demonstrates the sustainability of American
hardwoods

����������

�����������������

���������������“Grown in Seconds” �����������

http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/AmericanHardwoodSupplement2016/index.html
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/AmericanHardwoodSupplement2016/index.html#25/z
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/AmericanHardwoodSupplement2016/index.html#28/z
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/AmericanHardwoodSupplement2016/index.html#40/z
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/AmericanHardwoodSupplement_CN2016/index.html
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/AmericanHardwoodSupplement_CN2016/index.html
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/AmericanHardwoodSupplement_CN2016/index.html#16/z
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/AmericanHardwoodSupplement_CN2016/index.html#24/z
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/ebook/AmericanHardwoodSupplement_CN2016/index.html#36/z
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/ads/redirect/14


Pablo Publishing Pte Ltd
988 Toa Payoh North #07-04

Singapore 319002
(65) 6369 9119
(65) 6369 9919

info@pabloasia.com

Pablo Shanghai
Room I, 10th Floor, Shengquan Building

No.28 Tan Jia Du Road
Pu Tuo District, Shanghai, China

(86) 21 52389737
(86) 21 52389736

pabloshanghai@163.net

Pablo Beijing
Room 1611, Jing Long Building
No.225 Chao Yang North Road

Chao Yang District, Beijing, China
(86) 10 65097728
(86) 10 65097719

pablobeijing@163.com

DISCOVER OUR MOBILE APP!

 

Privacy policy

Disclaimer

webdesign © sanmax

http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/ads/redirect/15
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/ads/redirect/16
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/ads/redirect/18
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/en/ads/redirect/19
tel:(65) 6369 9119
tel:(65) 6369 9919
mailto:info@pabloasia.com
tel:+86 21 52389737
tel:+86 21 52389736
mailto:pabloshanghai@163.net
tel:+86 10 65097728
tel:+86 10 65097719
mailto:pablobeijing@163.com
https://itunes.apple.com/be/app/panels-furniture-asia/id921943973
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.pabloasia.panelsandfurniture
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/index/quick/lng/en/id/20
http://www.panelsfurnitureasia.com/index/quick/lng/en/id/19
http://www.sanmax.be

