SA farmers in Libya land deal
2009-09-30 22:12
Pretoria - South Africa's largest farm ers' union expects to conclude a m ultim illion hectare
farm land deal with the Republic of Congo and agree on a sm aller land lease with Libya next
m onth, its deputy president said.
Theo de Jager, deputy president of farm ers' grouping AgriSA said on Wednesday the union
expected to ﬁnalise its 10 m illion hectare deal with the Republic of Congo in m id October.
"The m inister of agriculture of the Congo Republic will visit us from 14-22 October to
ﬁnalise the agreem ent," De Jager told an agriculture conference.
The deal, one of the biggest land agreem ents on the continent and part of Congo's plan to
im prove food security, would allow South African farm ers to lease the land for up to 105
years to grow m aize, soya beans as well as for poultry and dairy.
De Jager said the union had received oﬀers of farm land from several other African
countries and expected to sign a 35 000ha land deal with the Libyan governm ent in
October.
"We'll be leaving for Libya in the next three weeks to ﬁnalise the deal," De Jager told
reporters.
Pro perty pro tectio n
"The agreem ent would m ainly be to grow grapes and olives."
He said the union will ﬁnalise details about investm ent and property protection
agreem ents with the Libyan governm ent during the trip.
South Africa has one of the m ost developed agriculture sectors on the continent and its
farm ers are looking to expand into other countries.
They are joined in the scram ble for land by rivals from Italy, France, Turkey, China and
Israel.
"We're thinking about this as an investm ent. It's not a m atter of negativity about South
Africa in the least ... it's sim ply that we are positive about the rest of Africa," De Jager said.
Analysts point to potentially huge rewards in investing in farm land as the world population
grows, while m any see clim ate change and biofuels choking oﬀ the supply of arable land.
Advocates of such land deals say they can act as a m otor for developm ent of the farm
sectors of poor countries, while critics warn of a land grab to the detrim ent of local
farm ers.

