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A portion of Korninga-A Community Forest in Bopolu District, Gbarpolu County/James Giahyue

KORNINGA, GBARPOLU/GOLA KONNEH, GRAND CAPE MOUNT – There are huge
expectations throughout Korninga after this remote chiefdom in Gbarpolu’s Bopolu
District signed a logging contract with Coveiyalah Investment Enterprises. Like in all of the
contracts other forest communities in Liberia have signed, the company agreed to
develop the community in lots of ways.

“Within the next �ve years, I am hoping to see the community prospering when it comes
to roads, sanitation, education and healthcare,” says Armah Johnson, a member of the
governance structure of Korninga “A” that manages the 48,296-hectares forestland. The
Forestry Development Authority (FDA) assigned “A” to the community to distinguish it
from Korninga “B”, its neighbor.

http://frontpageafricaonline.com/
http://frontpageafricaonline.com/category/county-news/
http://frontpageafricaonline.com/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CYqwC2PIVXuf0Cu-JtgeY0BjdwJrHWOXI6qP2CrDj0927FxABIJugyyRg7YWbBqABut-b-QPIAQmoAwHIA0qqBKcCT9AplmUkJQvudT11PKF78xTfbbrDARl58IGsGVINK_2-x8kPuL6_HzliceP32hwLgu9fm3Mznqg4ztoAWkau87y9hbwFb813r30Jto_gh8QD860uCMgYmW5oFAdKlBjBPmO8LxVldHSS7OC7fop2YEU76ob-nlZWNgAkdUIb8y4wPOd2alIArAx5JZXemId0oQZH8iG6EFtHN_bvfnI__wWJL5ubeCvWc7EWCMERaOJlEVVl2gnB-Uhqxcvc2dXsnDc_amezII6_chDrEOSBlCGfB35E7XxiVLifytnPBWYPhc9hcnEquGxVr7xZ9bjIjpPFzwNHTFzBmgipLL07Oicg5ypPu_TvkSw9q2GrtLsgtEOqqh-Y9h8lY34TYi4ZzoS2EqfMFMAEu8iA7qEC-gUGCCUQARgAkAYBoAYugAfU18UTiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcAwAgB0ggGCAAQAhgagAoBkAsDyAsB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3T1-3WM36ur3zON-RrpCXJDhLpW2WYkveV9_vC0oiMiMK8s5CvX8IA38F3B7VwYyffH9AjhI7IVP2KdyrLKDVBDqE6p2rYSarpZfg6tMReSTKn-1vDZDlwX5zgRw_A965nQI2AwkIsXFOPNCyIE30HxZAXzg&sig=AOD64_1K5l1EC8YB1jki5hq1i7hbOeDVuA&client=ca-pub-6703249397327216&adurl=https://www.alibaba.com/premium/Sofas,%2BSectionals%2B%26%2BLoveseats.html%3Fsrc%3Dsem_ggl%26mark%3Ddrm0611%26tagId%3D60673385993%26product_id%3D60715105170%26pcate%3D37034009%26cid%3D37034009%26ali_creative_id%3D006d3731bb61f4d00b3ed3bb56d3d916%26ali_image_material_id%3Dbd189e7632a6294e56af6f73cc089e35%26cmpgn%3D6465057564%26adgrp%3D77808542779%26fditm%3D%26tgt%3Daud-806308082096%26locintrst%3D%26locphyscl%3D1012719%26mtchtyp%3D%26ntwrk%3Dd%26device%3Dc%26dvcmdl%3D%26creative%3D409642713014%26plcmnt%3Dfrontpageafricaonline.com%26plcmntcat%3Dboomuserlist%253A%253A833288317%26p1%3D%26p2%3D%26aceid%3D%26position%3Dnone%26gclid%3DCjwKCAiAmNbwBRBOEiwAqcwwpTPuMTwFNvAAfOR1rwoPk7vgLhYJfYFY4YCJtGzeJVz36qFiJu-_FRoCwgoQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CYqwC2PIVXuf0Cu-JtgeY0BjdwJrHWOXI6qP2CrDj0927FxABIJugyyRg7YWbBqABut-b-QPIAQmoAwHIA0qqBKcCT9AplmUkJQvudT11PKF78xTfbbrDARl58IGsGVINK_2-x8kPuL6_HzliceP32hwLgu9fm3Mznqg4ztoAWkau87y9hbwFb813r30Jto_gh8QD860uCMgYmW5oFAdKlBjBPmO8LxVldHSS7OC7fop2YEU76ob-nlZWNgAkdUIb8y4wPOd2alIArAx5JZXemId0oQZH8iG6EFtHN_bvfnI__wWJL5ubeCvWc7EWCMERaOJlEVVl2gnB-Uhqxcvc2dXsnDc_amezII6_chDrEOSBlCGfB35E7XxiVLifytnPBWYPhc9hcnEquGxVr7xZ9bjIjpPFzwNHTFzBmgipLL07Oicg5ypPu_TvkSw9q2GrtLsgtEOqqh-Y9h8lY34TYi4ZzoS2EqfMFMAEu8iA7qEC-gUGCCUQARgAkAYBoAYugAfU18UTiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcAwAgB0ggGCAAQAhgagAoBkAsDyAsB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3T1-3WM36ur3zON-RrpCXJDhLpW2WYkveV9_vC0oiMiMK8s5CvX8IA38F3B7VwYyffH9AjhI7IVP2KdyrLKDVBDqE6p2rYSarpZfg6tMReSTKn-1vDZDlwX5zgRw_A965nQI2AwkIsXFOPNCyIE30HxZAXzg&sig=AOD64_1K5l1EC8YB1jki5hq1i7hbOeDVuA&client=ca-pub-6703249397327216&adurl=https://www.alibaba.com/premium/Sofas,%2BSectionals%2B%26%2BLoveseats.html%3Fsrc%3Dsem_ggl%26mark%3Ddrm0611%26tagId%3D60673385993%26product_id%3D60715105170%26pcate%3D37034009%26cid%3D37034009%26ali_creative_id%3D006d3731bb61f4d00b3ed3bb56d3d916%26ali_image_material_id%3Dbd189e7632a6294e56af6f73cc089e35%26cmpgn%3D6465057564%26adgrp%3D77808542779%26fditm%3D%26tgt%3Daud-806308082096%26locintrst%3D%26locphyscl%3D1012719%26mtchtyp%3D%26ntwrk%3Dd%26device%3Dc%26dvcmdl%3D%26creative%3D409642713014%26plcmnt%3Dfrontpageafricaonline.com%26plcmntcat%3Dboomuserlist%253A%253A833288317%26p1%3D%26p2%3D%26aceid%3D%26position%3Dnone%26gclid%3DCjwKCAiAmNbwBRBOEiwAqcwwpTPuMTwFNvAAfOR1rwoPk7vgLhYJfYFY4YCJtGzeJVz36qFiJu-_FRoCwgoQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C0rVR2PIVXuf0Cu-JtgeY0BjdwJrHWOXI6qP2CrDj0927FxABIJugyyRg7YWbBqABut-b-QPIAQmoAwHIA0qqBKcCT9AplmUkJQvudT11PKF78xTfbbrDARl58IGsGVINK_2-x8kPuL6_HzliceP32hwLgu9fm3Mznqg4ztoAWkau87y9hbwFb813r30Jto_gh8QD860uCMgYmW5oFAdKlBjBPmO8LxVldHSS7OC7fop2YEU76ob-nlZWNgAkdUIb8y4wPOd2alIArAx5JZXemId0oQZH8iG6EFtHN_bvfnI__wWJL5ubeCvWc7EWCMERaOJlEVVl2gnB-Uhqxcvc2dXsnDc_amezII6_chDrEOSBlCGfB35E7XxiVLifytnPBWYPhc9hcnEquGxVr7xZ9bjIjpPFzwNHTFzBmgipLL07Oicg5ypPu_TvkSw9q2GrtLsgtEOqqh-Y9h8lY34TYi4ZzoS2EqfMFMAEu8iA7qEC-gUGCCUQARgBkAYBoAYugAfU18UTiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcAwAgC0ggGCAAQAhgagAoBkAsDyAsB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3s-TWgK6-zV1AX6mgn_lQKj1u0ihzXlvV84EGyk4suvNgrJIhPpRXrSVLOQ7Q61FeNOfcI9Gm21SzjbnlsSlFxLGJWUPscrISssWsdcgA20nGhWNh4bl1DtGxbHg6IN352nrb8SZs96nGMnGqeb96_hgm26k&sig=AOD64_2oc3-29qc4Tp41cZqr784F3T2zPQ&client=ca-pub-6703249397327216&adurl=https://www.alibaba.com/premium/Juicers.html%3Fsrc%3Dsem_ggl%26mark%3Ddrm0611%26tagId%3D60454155349%26product_id%3D60774361930%26pcate%3D611%26cid%3D611%26ali_creative_id%3Db837136085f78a5345d248ee17938502%26ali_image_material_id65d88fb236fd128e8d9bf02620c7fd72%26cmpgn%3D6465057564%26adgrp%3D77808542779%26fditm%3D%26tgt%3Daud-806308082096%26locintrst%3D%26locphyscl%3D1012719%26mtchtyp%3D%26ntwrk%3Dd%26device%3Dc%26dvcmdl%3D%26creative%3D409642713014%26plcmnt%3Dfrontpageafricaonline.com%26plcmntcat%3Dboomuserlist%253A%253A833288317%26p1%3D%26p2%3D%26aceid%3D%26position%3Dnone%26gclid%3DCjwKCAiAmNbwBRBOEiwAqcwwpcM3VBDAifsylXrkX2NNwjIxSZgzf_ugvKqxilhkZ_QeyYsIiaFFHRoCyK0QAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C9qAT2PIVXuf0Cu-JtgeY0BjdwJrHWOXI6qP2CrDj0927FxABIJugyyRg7YWbBqABut-b-QPIAQmoAwHIA0qqBKcCT9AplmUkJQvudT11PKF78xTfbbrDARl58IGsGVINK_2-x8kPuL6_HzliceP32hwLgu9fm3Mznqg4ztoAWkau87y9hbwFb813r30Jto_gh8QD860uCMgYmW5oFAdKlBjBPmO8LxVldHSS7OC7fop2YEU76ob-nlZWNgAkdUIb8y4wPOd2alIArAx5JZXemId0oQZH8iG6EFtHN_bvfnI__wWJL5ubeCvWc7EWCMERaOJlEVVl2gnB-Uhqxcvc2dXsnDc_amezII6_chDrEOSBlCGfB35E7XxiVLifytnPBWYPhc9hcnEquGxVr7xZ9bjIjpPFzwNHTFzBmgipLL07Oicg5ypPu_TvkSw9q2GrtLsgtEOqqh-Y9h8lY34TYi4ZzoS2EqfMFMAEu8iA7qEC-gUGCCUQARgCkAYBoAYugAfU18UTiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcAwAgD0ggGCAAQAhgagAoBkAsDyAsB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3dJBiMgNxUqArfEC7TV4K8iekVg8VT9Gy-KvBcRG7a3j0fR1vI5RlGGJCY9ITwkJvQ32r4QpTd5064VtNsd5NPakA47hwapdoqT3iKj8pL_oP7_N201rlr0SyuhaVRoxqs02uFDD6vSDjy8LlgTeF95CMdrw&sig=AOD64_2Ijs5l9fDNcAYwaVQY0xY8OBewBA&client=ca-pub-6703249397327216&adurl=https://www.alibaba.com/premium/Girls%27%2BDresses.html%3Fsrc%3Dsem_ggl%26mark%3Ddrm0611%26tagId%3D60687174570%26product_id%3D60747264185%26pcate%3D31110%26cid%3D100005782%26ali_creative_id%3D2d141503d4ba3cbbf49dfb8dbd0d8c36%26ali_image_material_idf4bb30bd7d5ee75d2808fdac4b08e862%26cmpgn%3D6465057564%26adgrp%3D77808542779%26fditm%3D%26tgt%3Daud-806308082096%26locintrst%3D%26locphyscl%3D1012719%26mtchtyp%3D%26ntwrk%3Dd%26device%3Dc%26dvcmdl%3D%26creative%3D409642713014%26plcmnt%3Dfrontpageafricaonline.com%26plcmntcat%3Dboomuserlist%253A%253A833288317%26p1%3D%26p2%3D%26aceid%3D%26position%3Dnone%26gclid%3DCjwKCAiAmNbwBRBOEiwAqcwwpQTfK3fu38w1lhGz9XQBcoc3q1p73MmonemMyJRke5yKSdH7kiJW1hoCkssQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CEpWl2PIVXuf0Cu-JtgeY0BjdwJrHWOXI6qP2CrDj0927FxABIJugyyRg7YWbBqABut-b-QPIAQmoAwHIA0qqBKcCT9AplmUkJQvudT11PKF78xTfbbrDARl58IGsGVINK_2-x8kPuL6_HzliceP32hwLgu9fm3Mznqg4ztoAWkau87y9hbwFb813r30Jto_gh8QD860uCMgYmW5oFAdKlBjBPmO8LxVldHSS7OC7fop2YEU76ob-nlZWNgAkdUIb8y4wPOd2alIArAx5JZXemId0oQZH8iG6EFtHN_bvfnI__wWJL5ubeCvWc7EWCMERaOJlEVVl2gnB-Uhqxcvc2dXsnDc_amezII6_chDrEOSBlCGfB35E7XxiVLifytnPBWYPhc9hcnEquGxVr7xZ9bjIjpPFzwNHTFzBmgipLL07Oicg5ypPu_TvkSw9q2GrtLsgtEOqqh-Y9h8lY34TYi4ZzoS2EqfMFMAEu8iA7qEC-gUGCCUQARgDkAYBoAYugAfU18UTiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcAwAgE0ggGCAAQAhgagAoBkAsDyAsB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3OGMpPSe5aF4vYF8Oxp4fmsDCdL0MvScY_qupkL-faw974KzixtOt42zHvz1wUyeMTx1hvGeEruKw2OLvsBa_R5iYvBoSSZAptMyOFt5iH-O3dHRMXyz0QV4c_kTxIa3Nmueb59eIaW7uKqqGvjuI5yfb_iU&sig=AOD64_2fxw36jtAWzh4_Le_vR1sgo5huGw&client=ca-pub-6703249397327216&adurl=https://www.alibaba.com/premium/Women%27s%2BSandals.html%3Fsrc%3Dsem_ggl%26mark%3Ddrm0611%26tagId%3D1856192316%26product_id%3D60773621428%26pcate%3D201152906%26cid%3D100001611%26ali_creative_id%3Dff3f2662eb8b0f17e7bc51053d51c9a3%26ali_image_material_id%3D1401e7e8d5b3c18b7e384d544587ed4a%26cmpgn%3D6465057564%26adgrp%3D77808542779%26fditm%3D%26tgt%3Daud-806308082096%26locintrst%3D%26locphyscl%3D1012719%26mtchtyp%3D%26ntwrk%3Dd%26device%3Dc%26dvcmdl%3D%26creative%3D409642713014%26plcmnt%3Dfrontpageafricaonline.com%26plcmntcat%3Dboomuserlist%253A%253A833288317%26p1%3D%26p2%3D%26aceid%3D%26position%3Dnone%26gclid%3DCjwKCAiAmNbwBRBOEiwAqcwwpfB5YZUjmy5BR9Lc43-O5i7qOcLWNfj0u8whwSGplbAfIdqWY5VCGxoC02gQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CAfs32PIVXuf0Cu-JtgeY0BjdwJrHWOXI6qP2CrDj0927FxABIJugyyRg7YWbBqABut-b-QPIAQmoAwHIA0qqBKcCT9AplmUkJQvudT11PKF78xTfbbrDARl58IGsGVINK_2-x8kPuL6_HzliceP32hwLgu9fm3Mznqg4ztoAWkau87y9hbwFb813r30Jto_gh8QD860uCMgYmW5oFAdKlBjBPmO8LxVldHSS7OC7fop2YEU76ob-nlZWNgAkdUIb8y4wPOd2alIArAx5JZXemId0oQZH8iG6EFtHN_bvfnI__wWJL5ubeCvWc7EWCMERaOJlEVVl2gnB-Uhqxcvc2dXsnDc_amezII6_chDrEOSBlCGfB35E7XxiVLifytnPBWYPhc9hcnEquGxVr7xZ9bjIjpPFzwNHTFzBmgipLL07Oicg5ypPu_TvkSw9q2GrtLsgtEOqqh-Y9h8lY34TYi4ZzoS2EqfMFMAEu8iA7qEC-gUGCCUQARgEkAYBoAYugAfU18UTiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcAwAgF0ggGCAAQAhgagAoBkAsDyAsB2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3mux82xXsMejtPgcOboX-fnhW-75vRq6cM8RYcF7cmBHVN7mMiyUs5xg1Z9Rh32_o9Cf5qSCgh9AZCtMw6D4UPz3C1g77c__PbkKywQbeq3B0yHF32-zzrrBv_tyI4-kyewB1G3UTKhEXEdlm_a_LRvm6V2I&sig=AOD64_3sLE_4NHvV4RD6NuRFN12g9zB_QA&client=ca-pub-6703249397327216&adurl=https://www.alibaba.com/premium/Dish%2BRacks.html%3Fsrc%3Dsem_ggl%26mark%3Ddrm0611%26tagId%3D50015047819%26product_id%3D60399170283%26pcate%3D100003887%26cid%3D100006645%26ali_creative_id%3Dd9e13f6e825fdab1ea461ff68204ca4b%26ali_image_material_id%3D6d6cc43c58382d392cd7708d341338c7%26cmpgn%3D6465057564%26adgrp%3D77808542779%26fditm%3D%26tgt%3Daud-806308082096%26locintrst%3D%26locphyscl%3D1012719%26mtchtyp%3D%26ntwrk%3Dd%26device%3Dc%26dvcmdl%3D%26creative%3D409642713014%26plcmnt%3Dfrontpageafricaonline.com%26plcmntcat%3Dboomuserlist%253A%253A833288317%26p1%3D%26p2%3D%26aceid%3D%26position%3Dnone%26gclid%3DCjwKCAiAmNbwBRBOEiwAqcwwpbk9_j6jIQrEY89pMTCpc8QXKnm0etARRtlfdc9CJpQOdpotspVdUhoCnpkQAvD_BwE
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/county-news/liberia-two-communities-sign-logging-contracts-but-sector-woes-loom/


1/8/2020 Liberia: Two Communities sign Logging Contracts, but Sector Woes Loom – FrontPageAfrica

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/county-news/liberia-two-communities-sign-logging-contracts-but-sector-woes-loom/ 2/6

More than 60 miles from Korninga in Grand Cape Mount County towards the Sierra Leone
border, Gola Konneh has also signed a contract with another logging company called
Akiwa Group of Companies for its 49,179-hectare forest. Similarly, the company has
agreed to pave Gola Konneh’s roads, build a school and erect a clinic. 
“When investors come in your community, it means more help for us,” says Varney Seh, a
member of the community’s forest governance structure.

David S. Wiazamuah, an elder of Gola Konneh in Grand Cape Mount County/James Giahyue

“We need some bene�ts from them,” adds Miatta Kandakai another member of the
governance structure. “You will not just come in our forest and carry the bene�ts without
us having any bene�ts.”

Korninga and Gola Konneh are the newest of the 40 forest communities in Liberia,
according to the community forestry department of the FDA. In addition to agreeing to
develop the communities, Akiwa and Coveiyalah must pay them land rental and cubic
meter fees in accordance with the law.

It is a decade now since the Community Rights Law of 2009 with Respect to Forest Lands
(CRL) was created, yet the experience for many communities has been spiteful than
sparkling. Logging companies defaulting on payment they agreed to make, communities
themselves entangled in deep divisions, government o�cials exploiting loopholes the law
to exert in�uence among locals, and the FDA itself has been criticized for mismanaging
and contributing to these crises.

“There are lots of success stories but on the other hand there are some really sad stories
that you can’t hide,” concedes Atty. Gertrude Nyaley, technical manager of the FDA’s
community forestry department. “It is glaring that non-performance is an issue in the
logging or forestry sector,” “It is glaring, people are agitating everyday,” she says.

“Before you sign third party (logging contract), you need substantive proofs, technical and
�nancial capabilities. Sometimes when you advise them … it is up to the community to
accept or reject,” Nyaley adds. A contract between logging company and a community
becomes a law even if the FDA doesn’t sign, according to the CRL.
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Two villagers in Korninga stand on top of a pile of rotten logs left here following the outbreak of the private use permit
(PUP) scandal/James Giahyue

The leaderships of both Korninga and Gola Konneh say they are aware of the situation in
some forest communities and are taking steps to avoid similar errors. Both communities
have had bad experiences with loggers long before the CRL.

“We visited their site, we saw their sawmill in Grand Bassa and we saw their operational
site, and we got encouraged and we think that they are [professional] in the activities of
logging,” says James K. Momo, a leader on Gola Konneh’s community forestry
management body. The CFMB negotiates contracts for the community under the
supervision of the executive committee of the community assembly, the forest
governance structure’s highest decision-makers. Apart from the �eld visit, Momo says he
and other community leaders reviewed Akiwa’s credentials and consulted the FDA before
signing the deal.

But Akiwa has had some problems with one of the communities in which it has operated.
It owes two year of land rental fees to Beyan Poye Community Forest in Gibi district,
Margibi County it signed an agreement with in 2017, according to Jehudi Barnyou, the
community’s Chief O�cer. Barnyou says the company has committed to settle its arrears
in March 2020. Akiwa has been logging in Liberia since 2008, operating previously in
Grand Bassa. Akiwa did not immediately respond to queries for comments.

Johnson of Korninga claims they did background checks on Coveiyalah. With hundreds of
rotting logs in the forest here, this Kpelle chiefdom still grapples with the aftermaths of
the private use permit (PUP) scandal of 2012. Moses Wogbeh, the former Managing
Director of the FDA, was prosecuted for his alleged involvement in the biggest scandal to
hit the forestry sector. He was, however, acquitted but not reinstated. Korninga is the �rst
forest that Conveiyalah, which was established earlier this year, is operating. It has
already build headquarters in Gainkpa.

“After the community forestry [law was passed] … we embraced [it] because the disaster
that was carried on during PUP time was very, very frustrating,” says Johnson. “The logs
they cut got damaged, citizens did not bene�t.”

Despite the due diligence Johnson and Momo speak of, there are signs that they could be
heading for trouble, campaigners say.
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For instance, the National Union of Community Forest Management Body (NUCFMB)
spotted a number of �aws in the Gola Konneh-Akiwa agreement at the community’s
elections and contract signing ceremony in October this year. The NUCFMB intervened
and had the timeframe changed for payment of cubic meter fees from one year to
quarterly in line with regulation 105-07 Section 33 of the New Forestry Reform Law of
2006. The union also spotted that there wasn’t any timeframe allotted to the projects the
company promises to undertake.

“We found out that people only listen to hear how much a company is paying, how many
people the company will employ,” says Saye Thompson, president of the NUCFMB in an
interview with this reporter. “But people don’t look at the legal terminology used. Most
people will only see the [logging] agreement at the signing date.” It was NUCFMB’s second
time to witness the signing of a logging contract. The �rst was with Korninga.

There are similar problems with the Korninga-Coveiyalah logging contract, according
Jonathan W. Yiah of the Sustainable Development Institute (SDI). “There are some
unattainable clauses in the agreement,” says Yiah in reference to a clause in the
agreement requiring the company to build a wood science college in the community.

SDI is working with the NUCFMB and the FDA with funding provided by the government of
Norway through the Liberia Forest Sector Project to undertake capacity building activities
for members of the Union in order to strengthen performance of their roles and
responsibilities as community forest managers. 

Miatta Pratt, a member of Gola Konneh’s community assembly displays agenda of community forest meetings she has
attended/James Giahyue

A good contract is not just enough, says Yiah. It would also take a strong coordination
among layers of communities’ governance structure to avoid the problems other
communities face.

“There needs to be a regular interaction,” Yiah urges, adding community assembly
members—required by the law to meet at least twice a year—should meet more frequently
during the community’s forest management plan development processes and if they wish
to undertake commercial logging. “They need to be holding some emergency meetings …
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when they are undertaking development of their management plan or advancing towards
third-party agreement,” he tells this reporter, urging them to manage their forests in line
with their forest management plans.

Regular meetings don’t seem to be an issue with both Korninga and Gola Konneh, though.
Members of the communities’ leadership say they take meeting very seriously. Annie
Sumo, one female community assembly member in Korninga, says she has been to nearly
all of the assembly’s meetings, even before they applied for forest community status.
Miatta Pratt, who occupies the same position in Gola Konneh, brags of that same pro�le.
She displays agenda of most of the meetings she has attended on a table.

However, Johnson agrees with Yiah, and says maintaining such interest from
townspeople will be key to the success of the two communities. Korninga has 14
assembly members and Gola Konneh 62, one of the largest community assemblies in the
country. “It was more di�cult for everyone to attend meetings during the rainy season due
to the distance people have to travel,” says Johnson. “That is one of the reasons why we
want the company to come and open some of these roads.”

Momo, on the other hand, blames “personal interest and corruption” for the problem in the
community forestry sector. He says most communities’ governance structure run into
trouble because certain individuals pose as owners of the forest, not managers.

The woes of the community forestry sector could change euphoria here into melancholy
in the future. Nevertheless, the townspeople’s hopes remain high. They revel in an
opportunity to manage their forest and bene�t from its resources.
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