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Jamaica: Pan
Caribbean Sugar
latest redundancies
On 20 January, reports Jamaica media,
three hundred and eight five workers
will lose their jobs in Monymusk and in
Frome, two sugar factories run by Pan-
Caribbean Sugar. Two hundred and
seventy nine mostly farm workers in
the former; one …

Guyana:
Privatisation and
Closures as
GuySuCo moves
forward?
Wales Sugar Estate Closed
On 18 January, the Ministry of
Agriculture in charge of the Guyana
Sugar Corporation (GuySuCo)
announced that the Wales Sugar
Estate, in West Demerara, will be
closed at the end of the second crop
of 2016. …

Jamaica: Is this the
calm before the
storm?
The Sugar Industry Authority (SIA) early
September awarded the Seprod Group,
which runs the Golden Grove Company
in St Thomas, a market-agency status.
While some stakeholders are
concerned with the potential negative
impact to the island’s ability to meet
obligations …

Belize: Green Tropics
building a second
sugar factory in the
country
During a recent visit to Belize, it was a
real surprise to learn, taking into
consideration the challenges
experienced by the more traditional
Caribbean sugar producers, that a new
sugar estate is under construction in
the country’s Cayo District. It’s called
…

United States: ITC
Report: allegedly
subsidised Mexican
sugar harms US
industry
The US International Trade Commission
(US-ITC) issued a 190-page report that
stated, in its first paragraph, that
“there is a reasonable indication that
an industry (sugar) in the United States
is materially injured by reason of
imports of sugar from …
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Benin: An overview of Complant Sugar
Company in Benin (SUCOBE)

Complant is a Chinese transnational corporation that currently operates the Savè Factory,
which was jointly established in 1973 by Benin and Nigeria.

From 1973 to 1981, management of the factory was under the Save Sugar Company (SSS),
and it saw an interruption of business for over six years due to mismanagement and the
period of economic crisis. From 1988-1991 activities were revived under the management of
Agrimatec. From 1991-2003, there was a conservation period during which the state of Benin
tried to restart production with own funds – providing  equity. From 2003 to today, the factory
is on concession to SUCOBE, Complan.

Its activities are the production and processing of sugar cane into sugar and the elaboration
of alcohol. The company uses sugar cane, and cassava chips for alcohol as raw materials.

At peak period, there are about 5,000 workers, including 363 contract workers with eight
women. There are 4,637 casual and seasonal workers, mostly of them women.

The plant is modernizing technology. Sugar produced is exported, while alcohol is sold for use
by health facilities in Benin.

The IUF Coordination in Benin implemented at the beginning of this year an inspection visit to
SUCOBE, to look into the working conditions of members of the SYNTRASA, the union of 
sugar and alcohol workers, affiliated to the IUF. The visit also aimed at seeking solutions to
problems associated with working conditions.

Complant currently operates six sugar companies in Africa, based on lease agreements. The
units are in Togo (1), Madagascar (3), Benin (1), and Sierra Leone (1). Last year, it completed
the acquisition of three sugar factories in Jamaica and the long-term lease of 30,000
hectares. Complant became the largest sugar company in Jamaica, and has plans to
dominate the sugar refined sector in the Caricom (Caribbean Community).

With the contribution of Guillaume Tossa, IUF Coordinator in Benin.

Read the original article in French here.
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oloo norbert

Hi. Tossa,
This is a good piece of information. You must keep watch on Chinese investments, they are
not known to be good employers. Good in the sense that they respect employment
regulations let alone human rights.We in Kenya have experienced Chines investers and
employers in the name of export processing zones, but the story is one that is full
mistreatment of worker, especially sexual harassment.
Keep us posted for solidarity,
Norbert Ooo,
Sugar Union of Kenya (KUSPAW)

August 25, 2012 at 2:29 pm (UTC -4)
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US sugar producers:
Mexico dumps
sugar; threatens
domestic production
The American Sugar Coalition,
comprising domestic sugar cane and
beet and refining interests, filed on
March 28 an antidumping and
countervailing duty petition against
Mexico with the Department of
Commerce and the International Trade
Commission (ITC). They maintain that
Mexico …
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How to contact the IUF 
iuf@iuf.org   |   Rampe du Pont-Rouge, 8, CH-1213, Petit-Lancy (Switzerland) 
Phone: + 41 22 793 22 33   |   Fax: + 41 22 793 22 38
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