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Rep. Bhofal Chambers

Maryland Lawmakers Reject SIFCA
Agreement
By Lennart Dodoo

Two lawmakers of Maryland County, Rep.
Bhofal Chambers and Rep. James Biney,
have strongly condemned some terms in
the SIFCA agreement signed by the
Executive branch of government.
  

Describing the agreement as “nemesis”
Rep. Chambers noted that President Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf did not mean well for the
people of Maryland County by agreeing to
and signing the agreement which, according

to him, “is intended to inflict sorrow on the people of Maryland County and stall the
development of the County”.
  

According to Rep. Chambers, when SIFCA came into the country, it boasted of doing
everything within its power to make sure its agreement was passed. He disclosed
that the company promised him US$1.5 million and two houses, one to be built in
Monrovia valued at US$100,000 and the other in Maryland County valued at
U$50,000 but he rejected the offer.
  

Rep. Chambers further termed the company as a “slave gangster”, noting that the
Emergency Response Unit (ERU) always pounced on its workers whenever benefits
were demanded.
  

“SIFCA, in my view, is a kind of slave gangster, slave gangster because they have
given our people sub-human treatment. I haven’t seen in this country where a
group of investors will partition a district. As you can see, this is a gate about eight
feet high mounted in Pleebo Sodoken District partitioning towns and villages and if
one has to get through any of these gates, one needs to ask the permission of a
security, not government security officers but from a plant protection force. This is
unacceptable, we cannot accept this.
  

“All these appear to me that SIFCA is a republic within this republic and all of
government state security officers take instructions from SIFCA. Whenever it calls
for some demonstration or petitioning for the people’s interest, whenever SIFCA’s
name is called the ERU rushes on the people,” Rep. Chambers asserted.
  

Rep. Chambers made the remark during a meeting held by Senior Senator John
Ballout, Rep. Chambers, Rep. Biney with some citizens of Maryland living in Monrovia.
  

Also condemning the SIFCA agreement, Rep. Biney disclosed that the agreement
stated that any disagreement after the passage of the agreement could not be
settled in any Liberian court besides the London International Court of Arbitration.
  

Rep. Biney noted that Dr. Chambers had continuously alleged that the bidding
process that awarded SIFCA the contract was fraudulent, therefore he (Rep. Biney)
deemed it honorable on the  part of the Legislature to investigate the
documentation that the led to the  bidding process.
  

Rep. Biney noted that the meets and bounds of the 22,000 hectares of land were
not defined in the agreement. This, according to him, may lead to some
disagreement between the people and the company if after the passage of the
agreement, and the survey is conducted and it appears that the rights of the people
are infringe,; there is nothing that can be done about it.
  

He also commented on Section 4.3 which calls for resettlement. According to him,
the agreement states that if the company demonstrates to Government’s
satisfaction a need for resettlement, the company will bear a cost of US$200 per
hectare irrespective of the number of families living in that hectare leaving the rest
of the damage cost to the Government.
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According to him, the remaining damage cost to be paid by Government if the
US$200 does not cover all affected is not specified in the agreement. He also added
that there may be problems relocating the affected people.
  

After propounding on other “gross errors” in the agreement, Rep. Biney called on
the people of Maryland County to stage a peaceful demonstration before the
Executive Mansion to call on President Sirleaf to halt or withdraw the agreement. He
added that the agreement was not in the best interest of Marylanders and there
was a need for it to be reviewed.
  

He averred that he had nothing personal against SIFCA but as a representative of
his people, he could not sit and watch gross inhuman treatment inflicted on his
people.
  

For his part, Sen. Ballout said he was still reviewing the agreement and making
appropriate and necessary consultancies to see how best the agreement can work
for the good of the people of Maryland County.
  

The Government of Liberia and SIFCA, a West African agro-industrial company which
operates in Nigeria, Ghana, Côte d’Ivoire and now Liberia, has officially signed a
US$64 million concession agreement for the rehabilitation and development of an oil
palm plantation and oil processing plant on 8,800 hectares of land in Maryland
County, south-eastern Liberia.
  

The 25-year concession agreement was signed Thursday in Monrovia, with the
Liberian Government represented by the Inter-Ministerial Concession Committee
(IMCC) headed by the Acting Chairman of the National Investment Commission, O.
Natty B. Davis, while SIFCA was represented by Mr. Alassane Doumbia, Ambassador
Charles Gomis and Mr. Daniel Emir.
  

Under the agreement, SIFCA will invest US$48 million in the nucleus plantation and
US$16 million to establish about 6,000 hectares in an out-growers program to
support small oil palm plantations owned by Liberians in Maryland and adjoining
counties.
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