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1. Introduction and summary 
 
Turkey is facing large areas of (uncultivated) land which are increasingly eroding. 
Forest fires, erosion, illegal logging and deforestation are speeding up this process. 
Furthermore, the lack of construction wood, an increasing amount of green-house 
gas, water pollution and a decreasing biodiversity, are the result of the way land has 
been used, only aiming short term results. Secondly, the energy demand in Turkey is 
rising rapidly and has doubled during the last decade.  
Reforestation on a large scale, based on the principles of Forest Stewardship Council 
(FSC) securing social and ecological development, in combination with renewable 
energy production, can be a solution to some of these problems and will give an 
economic and ecological sustainable boost for neglected and abandoned regions. 
 

 
 
More Trees Consultancy bv and her strategic partners are able to present a program 
for large scale reforestation processes in Turkey. Together with both local parties and 
governmental entities, energy specialists, nursery and forestry experts, they can start 
to reforest at least 4.500 hectares of land in the coming 7 years in combination with 
large solar power parks and windmills.  
     
 

 
 
 
Within our vision and mission the multi purpose forests can be expanded in Turkey 
up to 50.000 hectares or even more. Apart from the local commitment and the vital 
community development, the structural funding for sustainable economic and 
ecological results, based on the triangle People, Planet, Profit is necessary. The 
results of the Kyoto conference will play an important role in ensuring funding for 
forestry and renewable energy. Moreover, the energy projects can ensure short term 
funding. 
 
 
 



 Project proposal: reforestation in Turkey 
 

 
© More Trees Consultancy bv & Forest Returns bv; Austerlitz, February 2006   p. 3/25 

 

2. New challenges by integrated reforestation  
 
In order to obtain the necessary functions and targets of new forest (i.e. construction 
wood, soil restoration, fodder, CO2 absorption etc.) the following conditions have to 
be met to make this project successful: 
 
1. The scale should be at least a 4.500 hectares. To create a return on the 

necessary investments, the scale should be enlarged to approximately 50.000 
hectares within 10 years after phases 1 and 2.  

 
2. The trees should be fast growing, multi-purpose, ecologically adapted to 

local circumstances, producing a fine 
wood quality and be able to grow on poor 
soils. The Robinia pseudoacacia L is the 
only type of tree, able to fulfil these 
conditions, when used in mixed forests. In 
fact this special kind of tree will grow 3 x 
times faster than other types of hardwood 
in temperate zones like for instance oak 
and beech. “The Robinia is one of the few 
trees which can make new forests 
economically attractive because it is fast 
growing and has a superb wood quality. 
The tree is well known in Turkey.” (quoted by Konukcu, 2001).  

 
3. Ensuring prospective maintenance and management by local people.  

To avoid cutting and thinnings in an early phase of forest development, future 
trees should be ensured and kept in good condition. Funding future maintenance 
is essential. Maintenance and management should be organised in cooperation 
with local organisations and stakeholders and according FSC regulations. This 
vision is a vital part of the intended sustainable community development 
processes with respect for the Turkish culture as well… 
 



 Project proposal: reforestation in Turkey 
 

 
© More Trees Consultancy bv & Forest Returns bv; Austerlitz, February 2006   p. 4/25 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

4. Incorporating the chain of custody. Making an final 
product instead of only stems. Delivering energy as an 
end product (biodiesel), construction wood and other 
products (e.g. honey) is important in the long run and will 
make cooperation with local wood industries necessary.  
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5. Integration of activities. Reforestation activities should be integrated with other 
social, ecological and economic sustainable activities such as sustainable energy 
production, hospitality & recreation, nature conservation & education,  

 
 
 
3. Phases of the project 
 
 
The project has three Phases:  
 
Phase 1: Feasibility study, starting in 2006 
Expected investment:  
1a. feasibility study on soil improvement and reforestation:  € 150.000,- 
1b. feasibility study on renewable and renewing energy    € 
150.000,- 
 
Phase 2: Nursery and reforestation of 4.500 hectares, starting in 2007 with 1.000 
hectares,  
 

1. starting a new nursery, for cultivating forestry plants, 
2. introducing new techniques and mains for high quality forestry nursery, 
3. selecting high potential trees (genotypes or provenances) for multiplication, 
4. education of local management for nursery and management, 
5. reforestation of 4.500 hectares with selected trees of high potential, 
6. producing ecological benefits: soil improvement, prevention of soil erosion, 

nitrogen fixation, Carbon dioxide (CO2) fixation, soil, water and nature 
conservation,  

7. education of local management for FSC forestry management principles. 
8. production of new energy by use of oil crops, sun, water and wind. 

 
expected investment: € 22.500.000 
 
Phase 3: Reforestation of an other 20.000 – 50.000 hectares, starting 2010 
  

1. producing economically forestry products such as hardwood (construction). 
2. producing ecological benefits: soil improvement, nitrogen fixation, Carbon 

dioxide (CO2) fixation, soil and water conservation and extending nature by 
mixed forestry.  

3. expanding forestry industry (chain of custody). 
4. enlarging new forest areas towards at least 20.000 hectares. 
5. enlarging other activities in phase 2 
 

expected investment: € 40.000.000 to € 100.000.000 
 



 Project proposal: reforestation in Turkey 
 

 
© More Trees Consultancy bv & Forest Returns bv; Austerlitz, February 2006   p. 6/25 

 

 
 
4. Project background: Turkey 
 
In Turkey, 80 percent of the land is more or less affected by erosion. When this 
process continues, most areas will soon become a biological desert. Therefore, one 
of the main items in the 8th five year development plan for forestry in Turkey was that 
in the period 2001 – 2005 an area of 300.000 hectares would be planted with trees… 
There is a great need for fast growing tree species.  
 

 
 
Nowadays, forestry is seen more and more as an ecologically and economically 
sustainable way of land use. Since the Kyoto conference, the absorption of carbon 
dioxide (CO2) by trees has become an important item to reduce greenhouse 
problems. Moreover, western countries are facing a negative CO2 balance and 
therefore they have to invest in new forests (abroad ?) to absorb CO2 and/or reduce 
CO2 emissions. For several countries Joint Implementation has become a vital factor. 
Besides directly measurable economic forest values, such as wood and fodder, other 
values also become economically visible (soil restoration and clean air production). 
Therefore new forests become economically attractive too. 
 
Some Turkish regions are interesting for large scale forestry because of the 
climatological conditions, the forestry opportunities, the 
infrastructure, the local policy and management, etc. 
Based on these elements, 4 regions can be interesting: 

1. Black Sea region (North Turkey) 
2. Marmara region (Northwest Turkey) 
3. Mediterranean region (Southwest Turkey) 
4. Aegean Sea region (West Turkey) 

 
Thorough regional research during the feasibility phase, 
combined with the availability of land and local support 
for reforestation, will result in the final selection of 4.000 
to 5.000 hectares, of which each reforestation site 
should be at least 50 hectares together. 
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Sustainable energy 
Turkey possesses a considerable solar energy potential. On the basis of preliminary 
studies it can be concluded that Turkey has an average of 2.640 sunshine hours 
annually, with an average solar intensity of 3,6 kWh/m2 per day, with higher peaks at 
certain locations. The main solar energy utilisation in Turkey is for domestic hot 
water, especially in the southern and western regions and in the residential and 
commercial sectors. The total installed capacity (collector area) amounts to 8.2 
million m2. The industry is well developed with high manufacturing quality and export 
capacity.  
 
Turkey has a considerable wind energy potential, particularly on the Aegean coast 
and in Marmara and in the East Mediterranean Regions. Wind measurements at 
nearly 500 different points all over the country have been carried out by the private 
enterprises for preparing the feasibility projects concerning wind power plants. 
EIE/NECC estimates the current technical and economic potential to be between 
80.000 MWe and 100.000 MWe. 
 
 
5. Partners and advisors 
 
Strategic Partners: 
 
Turkish government OGM (www.ogm.gov.tr)  >> land  
Bosphorus Consultancy, Helmond (NL)   >> subsidies 
Flash Trade, Ankara (TU)     >> leading party 
Houtverwerkingsindustrie Fransen BV, Deurne (NL) >> forestry and wood (Chain of 
Custody)  
More Trees Consultancy bv, Veldhoven (NL) >> technical process 

management 
Forest Returns bv, Austerlitz (NL) >> marketing & funding 
 
Advisors: 
 
Turkish Ministry of Environment and Forestry (www.kavak.org.tr) 
Tema Foundation, Istanbul 
HAS Kennistransfer, ‘s-Hertogenbosch (NL) 
 
 
 

More Trees Consultancy in short 
More Trees Consultancy bv (MTC) is a Dutch forestry business development 
company and forest manager, operating in the Netherlands, France, Portugal and 
other countries worldwide. MTC was founded in 1994 by Maarten Mortier who is a 
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forester as well as an economist. In a survey published by the Dutch consumers 
society (Consumenten Bond) MTC ended as the number one Forest investment 
company amongst 25 competitors. MTC's clients vary from private investors and 
estate-owners to companies and institutional investors.  
The strength of MTC is based on a combined know-how in forestry, management 
and legal, fiscal and subsidy rules and its network in the sector.  

Surrounded by 3.000 hectares of forests and real country estates MTC is cooperating 
with her strategic partner Forest Returns bv in Bosschuur d’Ouwe Kamp in Austerlitz 
in the green heart of Holland. 

Products and services are:  
• Forest design, construction and development in the Netherlands, France, 

Portugal and other countries as well mixed forests as monocultures. The latter 
especially focussed on Robinia pseudoacacia L, a hardwood tree that grows 
very fast and has a high production volume.  

• Domestic and international forest planning, management and maintenance.  

• Dutch real country estate development and implementation. These estates are a 
typical Dutch service based on the domestic juridical, fiscal and subsidy rules en 
laws.  

• Market surveys, monitoring programs and due diligences concerning forest 
conservation and sustainable reforestation processes in several countries  
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