farmlandgrab.org

the global rush for farmland and peoples’ struggles against it

farmlandgrab.org

the globél rush for farmland and peoples’ struggles against it

L]
L]
]
e Gallery
®
]
]

Subscribe
Languages

Go to... -

ISearch \

ISearch \

Food poor and oil rich: Quelling Qatar's appetite

0 Published: 06 Dec 2009

Short URL: https://farmlandgrab.org/9583

Posted in: Argentina Hassad Food Qatar Sudan Turkey
TWITTER

FACEBOOK

PRINT

E-MAIL

TWITTER
FACEBOOK
E-MAIL

[caption id="attachment 9586" align="aligncenter" width="554" caption="Nasser Mohamed Al Hajri, Chairman of

1
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The UN World Food Summit in Rome last month convened diplomats, policymakers, scientists and NGOs to address
the growing gap between the world’s nutritional needs and its current agricultural output. Save for Italy’s Prime



Minister - who didn’t have very far to travel - none of the G8 leaders attended, a conspicuous absence denoting
just how far down food security sits on their national agendas. Quite the opposite for HH the Emir Sheikh Hamad
bin Khalifa Al Thani, who S8ul have made Qatar’s stance any clearer.

of povert H" nepaf inigover 1.1 billion people shouldgnot.be considered as a mere food
oufgral 1e world security; more dan ser t@ppeality than the thre
of fog % _he adde c re of freed@im

| W i

N of Qa ,;_r.! ofe

e

This acqu O c110
smallholders who hold 1 T1ghts;

Al Attiyah g Qsiiion, and cannot only lease and inte
transmitt hnologies to the local com

addres‘g in ; domestic product

5 H

impo . : genirate food s

and scattered fa!ms, either owned b§ Hassad or with guaranteed intake by the

. At the end of January 2009, Hassad absorbed the food production company Hassad Barwa
from Barwa Real Estate, which previously launched the 14 million sq m Arakiya farm project. The operation uses
treated sewage water to grow fodder for animals, offsetting imported feed.

“Animal breeders used to buy it at 40 or 60 riyals peripiece, and now they are capable of buying it at 20 to 25
riyals,” Al Hajri says, adding that, two more farms will begin operating when the governmgnt approves fieldwater

supply.
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he company’s strategy is to target regio in host countries, and either establish a joint production
ith them or acquire them wlﬂ;asﬁlready partnered with the Sudanese government to establish
ssad®Sudan with a $100 million investment for 20,000 hectares and the potential to expand to $1 billion for
225,000 hectares. The wheat and sorghum farm’s operator will come from the private sector - either an Australian
or Saudi Arabian cor

an is such a sensitive subject,” says Ruth Meinzen-Dick, Senior Research Fellow at the International Food Policy
Research Institute. “It’s in the interest of the investors to have stability, and when local people are not treated well
or ecology is not given due attention, then you’'re going to have problems: Either productivity is not as high as

expected or you get longterm degradation and unrest.” Hence the strate A
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Very interesting work/list. So what is the pathway forward? What are the policy options? Social movement?
25 May 2018

%' John
Of all the agricultural land in Australia suitable for growing food what percentage is now owned by foreign

investors? 5, 10, 15% or more and when do y...
25 May 2018

=* boucard

Comment se procurer ce film pour des débats publics. Peuples solidaires, association a laquelle j'appartiens,

a organisé la semaine derniére uner...
11 May 2017

%" Elijah

Was pleased to read your article. I am however surprised that the story of the frustration that DFL is going

through with the investor being harassed b...
10 Feb 2017

w" sebastian

Excelente trabajo de investigacion. Se los agradezco mucho. Consultaré todas las funtes que ustedes

proporcionan para tener un informemas acabdado c...
09 Dec 2016

%' Anonymous

La critique est facile mais l'art difficile; j'ai rarement vu des ONG créer des emplois et contribuer au
développement socio-économique autant que d...
29 Nov 2016

%' Christopher Ajua

The same political and economic problems that existed in Cameroon during these crises persist and continue

to plague the lives of Cameroonians, especia...
26 Nov 2016



