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If land is being unused or under-utilized in poor regions across Africa and Southeast Asia, outsourcing
to capital-rich and land-poor nations could help prevent another global food crisis, but it must be fair
and productive, Adam Wolfe writes for ISN Security Watch.

By Adam Wolfe for ISN Security Watch

From Mexico to Pakistan, citizens took to the streets last summer to protest what they saw as their government's
inability to do anything about skyrocketing food prices. In Burkina Faso, rioters shut down main streets in three
cities and burned government buildings; police used teargas to turn back about 10,000 protesters in Bangladesh;
and a series of deadly riots forced out the Haitian prime minister.

Shaken, governments in the Middle East and Asia moved quickly to ensure empty stomachs could not threaten
their control. The cure, however, looks nearly as bad as the disease.
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not rely on agriculture outsourcing for its food security, and it would invest domestically to increase production.
Still, China has $800 million invested in agriculture in Mozambique and has requested two million hectares in
Zambia, according to IFPRI.

Another reason the deals have proved controversial is that they are often negotiated ernment to government,
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""6rderto address this controversy, many international organizations are attempting to draft guidelines. The goall
is to preserve the benefits of greater productivity that often comes with the deals, but ensure that the local
population shares in the bounty.
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Very interesting work/list. So what is the pathway forward? What are the policy options? Social movement?
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%' John

Of all the agricultural land in Australia suitable for growing food what percentage is now owned by foreign

investors? 5, 10, 15% or more and when do y...
25 May 2018

#* boucard

Comment se procurer ce film pour des débats publics. Peuples solidaires, association a laquelle j'appartiens,

a organisé la semaine derniére uner...
11 May 2017

%" Elijah

Was pleased to read your article. I am however surprised that the story of the frustration that DFL is going
through with the investor being harassed b...

10 Feb 2017

#* sebastian

Excelente trabajo de investigacion. Se los agradezco mucho. Consultaré todas las funtes que ustedes

proporcionan para tener un informemas acabdado c...
09 Dec 2016

%' Anonymous

La critique est facile mais l'art difficile; j'ai rarement vu des ONG créer des emplois et contribuer au

développement socio-économique autant que d...
29 Nov 2016

%' Christopher Ajua

The same political and economic problems that existed in Cameroon during these crises persist and continue

to plague the lives of Cameroonians, especia...
26 Nov 2016



