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Cote d’Ivoire: 24 million hectares made available to private investors
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by Baudelaire Mieu

The Ivorian government has developed the National Agricultural Investment Program (known by its French
acronym, PNIA) for 2012-2016 to support balanced and comprehensive development of the agricultural sector. At
an estimated cost of 2 trillion CFA francs (about €3 billion), this plan has the ambitious goal of making up for the
shortfall in financing for this sector over the last ten years.

Private investors

The PNIA will create 2.4 million jobs and bring 6 million people out of hunger and
ingafowa Coulibaly, the Minister of Agriculture.
private investors to find the funding

PALMCI plantation, operation and plant at
Toumanguié, Cote d’'Ivoire. (Photo: Camille

Millerand/JA)




Three hungry giants

Olam

With 20 years of activity in Céte d’Ivoire, the Singapore-based Olam group is a major player in the country’s
agricultural sector. Its crop portfolio includes coffee, cacao, oil palm, cashews, and cotton. In 2012, the company
inaugurated the continent’s largest cashew processing facility - annual capacity 30,000 tonnes - with an
investment of17 billion CFA (€25.9 million).

Simultaneously, Olam built a cacao bean processing plant for 30 billion CFA in San Pedro. Thanks to its joint
oilseeds venture with the Sifca agroindustrial group, it is developing several oil palm projects. Over the next
s three years, Olam plans to invest more than 100 billion CFA in Cote d’Ivoire.

Cargill

Operating in the country since the late 1990s, Cargill West Africa has been ramping up its development of cacao
projects. From 2011 to 2013, the American giant, partnering with the country’s National Rural Development
Agency (Anader), invested 1.8 billion CFA to train 60,000 cacao producers who are members of 100 cooperatives.
Cargill also plans to distribute over 600,000 high-yielding cacao plants in order to renew the country’s
plantations.

The unchallenged leader in cacao, Cargill is now looking into oil palms as an investment opportunity. Its five-year
development plan, valued at around 200 billion CFA, would see the creation of industrial oil palm plantations over
an area of 50,000 hectares, along with a new processing plant. But while the investments were to have been
green-lighted at the end of 2012, they have been delayed by various factors, particularly the lack of available
land. Cargill has not given up on this project, which could create 50,000 jobs.

Louis Dreyfus

Having specialised in rice and fertiliser in Cote d'Ivoire for over 50 years, the French-Swiss Louis Dreyfus
Commodities group (LDC) knows the local context intimately. On 31 January 2013, Margarita Louis-Dreyfus,
President of LDC, went to Abidjan to sign an agreement with the government that will provide for new rice paddy
development in the northern regions of Poro, Tchogolo, and Bagoué. In the context of this agreement, LDC has
committed to investing 30 billion CFA in rice growing.

The agreement also provides for 100,000-200,000 hectares of irrigated land to be made available for the annual
production of 300,000 tonnes of paddy rice, a project slated to benefit 60,000 producers working under the aegis
of this company. Though the agreement was signed in 2013, the project is still on hold, with LDC awaiting final
government approval.
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Very interesting work/list. So what is the pathway forward? What are the policy options? Social movement?
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%' John

Of all the agricultural land in Australia suitable for growing food what percentage is now owned by foreign

investors? 5, 10, 15% or more and when do y...
25 May 2018

%" boucard

Comment se procurer ce film pour des débats publics. Peuples solidaires, association a laquelle j'appartiens,

a organisé la semaine derniére uner...
11 May 2017
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Was pleased to read your article. I am however surprised that the story of the frustration that DFL is going

through with the investor being harassed b...
10 Feb 2017

="' sebastian

Excelente trabajo de investigacion. Se los agradezco mucho. Consultaré todas las funtes que ustedes

proporcionan para tener un informemas acabdado c...
09 Dec 2016

%' Anonymous

La critique est facile mais l'art difficile; j'ai rarement vu des ONG créer des emplois et contribuer au

développement socio-économique autant que d...
29 Nov 2016



