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KMP charges Aquino envoy of inking anomalous $300M agri-deal with Bahrain
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The farmers group Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP) is calling for official congressional inquiries into the a supposed $300-million
land lease deal the Benigno Aquino III government entered with Bahrain. Last week, business reports had it that Bahrain’s Nadir and
Ibrahim Sons of Hassan Group signed a $50 million agriculture investment deal with AMA Group Holdings of the Philippines.
KMP secretary general Danilo Ramos said the deal was actually part of a larger project worth $300 million. The project, he said, was
originally launched two years ago and aims to ensure Bahrain’s food security and promote the agribusiness sector.”
Ramos said that it was “revolting” how Philippine lands are being devoted for the food security needs of other nations while Filipino farmers
suffer worsening landlessness, hunger, and poverty. He criticized Dr. Amable R. Aguiluz V who serves as the Aquino government’s Special
Envoy to the Gulf Cooperation Council. Aguiluz’’ family owns the AMA Group Holdings that established a joint venture called “RP Harvest”
with Bahrain’s Hassan Group, to cultivate bananas, rice and other crops on a 10,000-hectare land in the province of Davao Del Norte in
Mindanao.
“This so-called joint venture smacks of land-grabbing and conflict of interest on the part of President Aquino’s political lieutenant in the
Gulf,” Ramos said. “Ambassador Aguiluz, the Department of Agriculture, and the Department of Agrarian Reform have a lot of explaining to
do on this massive sell-out of our lands. A no-holds-barred probe on Aguiluz is in order.”
The peasant leader said there was no doubt that the treasonous economic deal was being brokered with the blessings of President Aquino.
Ramos warned that the joint venture with Bahrain is bound to displace thousands of farmers in the Davao region.
“The Aquino government’s sell-out of our lands will surely fuel agrarian unrest and face intense resistance from farmers in the Davao

region,” the KMP leader warned.
AMA Group says deal fell-through
In response to KMP’s call for an investigation, the legal counsel of AMA Group has issued a clarification that the deal with Bahrain did not
push through supposedly because there was a lack of suitable land.
In reports to the media, Enrico Mira of the AMA Group said there was no need for an inquiry and that KMP’s Ramos made a mistake. He
said that the call for investigations by Ramos was “unfortunate” and “misguided.”
According to Mira, the deal was intended to help the Philippines and develop the countryside by generating employment for the poor and
spur exports. He also accused Ramos, by opposing the deal, of keeping farmers from securing opportunities to earn more and learn new
technologies. The project, he went on to say, intended to promote farmers’ cooperatives.
Gulf News report deal exists
The KMP, for its part, said it’s call for investigations into the Bahrain deal still stands. It said that the AMA Group should show proof that the
joint venture quickly fell through days after the signing of the deal last January 18, 2012.
“The AMA Group’s denial of the joint venture project further reinforced the political necessity to conduct an investigation on the sell-out of
agricultural lands and most importantly the involvement and possible conflict of interest on the part of Ambassador Amable Aguiluz on the
reported deal,” Ramos said.
He explained that the inking of the $50 million deal was reported, among others, by the “Gulf Daily News” and the “Trade Arabia Business
News Information” last January 19, 2012 and was also posted in the Sudan Commerce News website on the same day.
Another report on Akhbar Al Khaleej, an Arab newspaper cited how the Philippines has provided the Nadir and Ibrahim Sons of Hassan
Group with public land to grow crops including sugar, rice and bananas among other fruits over a five-year-period. The report quoted Group
executive director Ibrahim Al Ameer.
“Setting up agricultural projects in the Philippines follows instructions from His Royal Highness Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al
Khalifa to meet Bahrain’s food requirements and encourage the private sector to enter into joint ventures to this effect,”Ameer further said
in the report dated January 19.
“If not for these news from the Gulf, farmers will be completely in the dark over this planned massive sell-out of farmlands in Mindanao,” the
peasant leader said.
Ramos also said Mira was going too far in calling the KMP as anti-farmer by justifying the reported deal.
“AMA Group’s mindset is similar to the deception being employed by the landlord President in duping the Filipino peasantry. Mira should
simply look at the irony that the Filipino people continue to suffer from worsening hunger while the Aquino government devotes our lands to
feed other nations and special envoys ink deals for their business interests,” he said.
Ramos said that once the joint venture pushes through, more farmers will be forced to deteriorate into agricultural workers instead of
empowered land-owning farmers. “They will be further denied of their rights to the lands similar to what transpired with the notorious stock
distribution option (SDO) in Hacienda Luisita,” Ramos said.
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Kerry
Very interesting work/list. So what is the pathway forward? What are the policy options? Social movement?
25 May 2018

John
Of all the agricultural land in Australia suitable for growing food what percentage is now owned by foreign
investors? 5, 10, 15% or more and when do y...
25 May 2018

boucard
Comment se procurer ce film pour des débats publics. Peuples solidaires, association à laquelle j'appartiens,
a organisé la semaine dernière une r...
11 May 2017

Elijah
Was pleased to read your article. I am however surprised that the story of the frustration that DFL is going
through with the investor being harassed b...
10 Feb 2017

sebastian
Excelente trabajo de investigaciòn. Se los agradezco mucho. Consultarè todas las funtes que ustedes
proporcionan para tener un informemàs acabdado c...
09 Dec 2016

Anonymous
La critique est facile mais l'art difficile; j'ai rarement vu des ONG créer des emplois et contribuer au
développement socio-économique autant que d...
29 Nov 2016

Christopher Ajua
The same political and economic problems that existed in Cameroon during these crises persist and continue
to plague the lives of Cameroonians, especia...
26 Nov 2016

