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Are they appropriate agricultural investments or 'land grabs'? Depends on who you ask
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The farmland acquisition has been
decried by civil society as a “land
grab” that threatens Africa’s food
security, livelihood and identity
The East African | Monday, October 4 2010
Is it “land grab” or appropriate agricultural investments?
That is the question hanging over the recent phenomenon of countries from the Middle East and Western
corporations acquiring huge chunks of rich farmlands in Africa to grow food for export.
The farmland acquisition has been decried by civil society as a “land grab” that threatens Africa’s food security,
livelihood and identity, but governments term it as agricultural investments.

Since the 2008 food crisis, external governments have increasingly turned to Africa to acquire a total of 2,492,684ha
of land in Ethiopia, Sudan, Ghana, Madagascar and Mali.
This worrying trend informed the EAC food security strategy that advises partner states to “resist leasing or
selling large chunks of land to foreign entities for food production or bio-fuels solely for export,” which would affect
food security in the region.
African countries like Egypt and Libya have also shown interest in acquiring rich farmlands in the region for
growing food for their people.
The 2008 economic crisis coupled with the global food crisis triggered the proliferation of farming land acquisition
in East Africa in Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Ethiopia and Sudan.
Lack of investments, poor farm policies and low land exploitation are worsening the food security of the East
African population.
The Friedrich-Ebert Stiftung Foundation recently organised a regional conference on food security in East Africa in
Nairobi. The conference deliberated on the implication and impact of foreign trade investment in agriculture on
food security in the region.
In Kenya, the Tana River Delta and the Coast in general have been the main target, raising questions where the
local communities will get alternative land for agricultural activities to become self-sufficient in food.
In the Tana River Delta, 40,000 hectares has been leased to the Qatari government, 16,000ha to Mumias Sugar for
sugar plantations and agro-fuels, 50,000ha to a foreign firm for bio-fuels.
In Nyanza, over 17,500 hectares around Yala Swamp has been leased to a US firm, Dominion Farm Ltd to produce
rice.
In Tanzania, 500,500ha has been leased to a foreign firm to produce rice, wheat, coffee, flowers, Aloe Vera and biofuels.
Uganda has leased 840,127ha to Egypt to grow rice, wheat and produce organic beef. Ethiopia, on the other hand
has given out 600,000ha to foreign entities, which FAO estimates to be four per cent of the fertile land.
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1 Comments

1. Louise Barry
08 Oct 2010
There's some facts in this article I would like to be clear on. First, the article says that "Ethiopia, on the other
hand has given out 600,000ha to foreign entities" - has it sold or leased the land? When African governments
choose to lease the land, does that mean that the land eventually comes back to the country or is the leasing
actually just another term of selling it? The article also states that "Since the 2008 food crisis, external
governments have increasingly turned to Africa to acquire a total of 2,492,684ha of land in Ethiopia, Sudan,
Ghana, Madagascar and Mali". The term - acquire - is not clear to me. Has the land been sold or leased or does
this number account for both? Otherwise an interesting article.
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Welcome to the new farmlandgrab.org! We have closed the site's social media accounts - please follow
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Kerry
Very interesting work/list. So what is the pathway forward? What are the policy options? Social movement?
25 May 2018

John
Of all the agricultural land in Australia suitable for growing food what percentage is now owned by foreign
investors? 5, 10, 15% or more and when do y...
25 May 2018

boucard
Comment se procurer ce film pour des débats publics. Peuples solidaires, association à laquelle j'appartiens,
a organisé la semaine dernière une r...
11 May 2017

Elijah
Was pleased to read your article. I am however surprised that the story of the frustration that DFL is going
through with the investor being harassed b...
10 Feb 2017

sebastian
Excelente trabajo de investigaciòn. Se los agradezco mucho. Consultarè todas las funtes que ustedes
proporcionan para tener un informemàs acabdado c...
09 Dec 2016

Anonymous
La critique est facile mais l'art difficile; j'ai rarement vu des ONG créer des emplois et contribuer au
développement socio-économique autant que d...
29 Nov 2016

Christopher Ajua
The same political and economic problems that existed in Cameroon during these crises persist and continue
to plague the lives of Cameroonians, especia...
26 Nov 2016

