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Report: Global food security and sovereignty threatened by corporate and government "land grabs" in
poor countries
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Democracy Now! | 24 August 2010

Since the food crisis of 2008, food justice activists have warned that governments in concert with multinational
corporations have accelerated a worldwide "land grab" to buy up vast swaths of arable land in poor countries.
According to The Economist magazine, between 37 to 49 million acres of farmland were put up for sale in deals
involving foreign nationals between 2006 and mid-2009.

Guest: Anuradha Mittal, Executive Director of the Oakland Institute.
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(Mis)Investment in Agriculture [Download pdf

AMY GOODMAN: From threats to food safety in the US, we move now to threats to food security and sovereignty
worldwide. Since the food crisis of 2008, food justice activists have warned that governments, in concert with
multinational corporations, have accelerated a worldwide "land grab" to buy up vast swaths of arable land in poor
countries. According to The Economist magazine, between 37 to 49 million acres of farmland were put up for sale in
deals involving foreign nationals between 2006 and mid-2009. The purchases are often made in the name of
development, but critics see a new means to deprive local populations, especially in Africa and Asia, of their land
and their chance at foo vereaignty.
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AMY GOODMAN: Anuradha Mittal, the foreword to the Oakland Institute report "Investment in Agriculture: The
Role of the International Finance Corporation in the Global Land Grab"is by the farmer and philanthropist Howard
Buffett, son of the billionaire Warren Buffett. Howard Buffett writes the following, of land grabbing in Africa, he
says, “These deals will make the rich richer and the poor poorer, creating clear winnersfi#ho benefit, while the
losers are denied their livelihoods...[Africa] does r‘need policies that ﬂ)reign i!estors to grow and export
food for their own people to the detriment of local pepu 8] be policies will hurt Africa,
fueling conflict over land and watlr...Africa ignot a.)mmodit for business.""
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food, whereas cash-strapped countries like Ethiopia, Sudan will have cash. The problem is that it is going to

increhuities, that the local benefits and the benefits do not accrue to the local population. And that is why
we have been forced to call it a new form of colonization. We have to look at plantations in Latin America that did
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ountries. They created banana republics. And now this trend is spreading across the globe in the name of
be challenged. There are no good case studies of how this foreign direct investment in agriculture can promote development

in third world countries. In fact, we have to fight back and ensure land reform is back on the agenda and people have access and control over their land,

water and seeds, which is the basis of food security and food sovereignty of any country, any community, and of all peoples.

AMY GOODMAN: What is the most important move
back?

ANURADHA MITTAL: Well, Amy, tt
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w' Kerry

Very interesting work/list. So what is the pathway forward? What are the policy options? Social movement?
25 May 2018
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Of all the agricultural land in Australia suitable for growing food what percentage is now owned by foreign

investors? 5, 10, 15% or more and when do y...
25 May 2018

%" boucard

Comment se procurer ce film pour des débats publics. Peuples solidaires, association a laquelle j'appartiens,

a organisé la semaine derniére uner...
11 May 2017

%" Elijah

Was pleased to read your article. I am however surprised that the story of the frustration that DFL is going

through with the investor being harassed b...
10 Feb 2017

»* sebastian

Excelente trabajo de investigacion. Se los agradezco mucho. Consultaré todas las funtes que ustedes

proporcionan para tener un informemas acabdado c...
09 Dec 2016

%' Anonymous

La critique est facile mais l'art difficile; j'ai rarement vu des ONG créer des emplois et contribuer au
développement socio-économique autant que d...
29 Nov 2016

w* Christopher Ajua

The same political and economic problems that existed in Cameroon during these crises persist and continue

to plague the lives of Cameroonians, especia...
26 Nov 2016



