Home
About
Events
Gallery
Publish
Subscribe
Languages
Go to...
Search
Search
China's long march to Africa
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By Michael Bristow
BBC News, Beijing
Chinese migrants are following in the footsteps of European settlers, by seeking their fortunes in Africa.
In the 19th century, most of those drawn to Africa - businessmen, explorers, missionaries and soldiers - came from
western Europe.
Now it is the turn of the Chinese. Over the last decade, tens of thousands have moved to Africa with Beijing's
approval.
They are settling all over the continent, in rural and urban areas, and are involved in agriculture, construction and
trade.
This latest wave of Chinese migrants - thought to total up to 750,000 - is not the first to have travelled to Africa.
In the 1960s, China's communist leader Mao Zedong forged close links with the continent in a bid to garner political
support.
But the Chinese who have moved to Africa in the last 10 years are going for economic, not political reasons as they
did under Mao.

Boosting crop yields
They are part of China's bid to secure raw materials and markets for its manufactured goods, but they are also
carving out their own opportunities.
The head of China's Export-Import Bank, Li Ruogu, recently suggested just how important Africa could be for
ordinary Chinese people.
In a speech in Chongqing, an administrative region with a large rural population, he urged Chinese farmers to
move to Africa.
"Chongqing has a relatively strong agricultural base. Africa has many countries with plenty of land, but food output
that is not up to expectations," he said, according to a local media report.
"There's no harm in allowing [Chinese] farmers to leave the country to become farm owners [in Africa]," he added.
Mr Li said the bank would fully support this migration with investment, project development and help with the sale
of products.
But Chinese farmers have already started moving to Africa, according to Liu Jianjun of the China-Africa Business
Council, which helps Chinese firms find business opportunities in Africa.
Mr Liu has personally sent several thousand Chinese people to Africa over the last few years from his home city of
Baoding in Hebei Province.
His organisation mainly focuses on setting up agricultural companies, which he calls "Baoding Villages".
These Baoding farmers are working in Kenya, Uganda, Ghana and Senegal, growing crops with African partners
and then turning them into food products.
"At first, people were not willing to go to Africa because it's too hot, there are diseases and there are wars," says
Mr Liu.
"But after the Chinese government called for people to go, they were more positive."
Echoing the comments of bank chief Mr Li, he says Chinese farmers use their expertise to help Africans mechanise
farms to increase crop yields.
Money motive
Experts say China is not yet a major player in African agriculture, but it is changing other economic sectors.
Chris Alden, of the South African Institute of International Affairs, says the Chinese are beginning to have a big
influence in retailing.
"Chinese migrants or former labourers on construction sites are opening shops, using their contacts to get cheap
goods from China," he says.
As an example, he cites the provincial town of Huambo in central Angola, which had no Chinese shops seven years
ago.
Five years ago there were five and now there are more than 20, says Mr Alden, who has just written a book called
China in Africa.
Unsurprisingly, many Chinese migrants themselves say the chance to earn more money is the main motive for
leaving their country.
Chinese worker Lu Shaoqing, who is helping to build sports stadiums in Angola, says he left his wife and sevenyear-old daughter in Beijing for a number of reasons.
"I came here because I wanted to see Africa, and Angola is under reconstruction at the moment so I came to help
with that," he says.

But he admits the 700-odd Chinese workers in his company have the chance to earn up to three times as much as
back home in China.
Influence
Most Chinese workers, like Mr Lu, will spend just a few years in Africa before returning home to China.
Their influence on African society is reduced further because many travel without their families and live in allChinese communities.
Mr Lu's firm has flown over more than 20 Chinese cooks to make sure workers can enjoy their favourite meals.
But the Chinese are already changing the economic landscape in Africa as they seek to enrich not just their
companies and their country, but also themselves.
And their influence is set to grow.
Mr Alden says with so many poor farmers in China unable to make a living off the land, Africa presents a host of
inviting opportunities.
"There's not the sense that the streets are paved with gold but, for people who cannot find work, Africa is a
realistic opportunity."
Source: BBC
TWITTER
FACEBOOK
PRINT
E-MAIL
TWITTER
FACEBOOK
E-MAIL

Post a comment
Name

Email address (optional - if you want a reply)

Comment

Submit

Welcome to the new farmlandgrab.org! We have closed the site's social media accounts - please follow
Recent on Twitter and @GRAIN.org on Facebook instead. Thank you!
@GRAIN_org
Comments
Who's
involved?

Languages

Select Category

Special content
Amharic
Indonesia
Català
Catala
Deutsch English
KaruturiBahasa
workers accuse
CFC Stanbic
Bank
for the Dansk
malpractice
Archives

audio| About
contracts
off-topic
video
water
wikileaks women
Home
| Help
| Email
| Privacy
grain.org
Back to 06
topJun 2018

Español français Italiano Kurdish Malagasy Nederlands Português
Select month
Suomi Svenska Türkçe اﻟﻌﺮﺑﻲ
Cameroun. Socapalm, des terres agricoles louées à prix d’ami
06 Jun 2018

Bollore's Belgian friend in court
06 Jun 2018

Stop parading RSPO certificate, ERA charges Okomu Oil
06 Jun 2018

Failed farmland deals: a growing legacy of disaster and pain
06 Jun 2018

En toute propriété
05 Jun 2018

The ripple effect caused by closure of Sher Karuturi Flower Farm
05 Jun 2018

Un projet d’accaparement de terres déguisé en promesse de développement
05 Jun 2018

Vincent Bolloré perd un nouveau procès de presse en France
05 Jun 2018

Les paysans varois manifestent devant le vignoble de Vincent Bolloré à la CroixValmer
05 Jun 2018

Karuturi workers accuse CFC Stanbic Bank for the malpractice
06 Jun 2018

Cameroun. Socapalm, des terres agricoles louées à prix d’ami
06 Jun 2018

Bollore's Belgian friend in court
06 Jun 2018

Stop parading RSPO certificate, ERA charges Okomu Oil
06 Jun 2018

Failed farmland deals: a growing legacy of disaster and pain
06 Jun 2018

En toute propriété
05 Jun 2018

The ripple effect caused by closure of Sher Karuturi Flower Farm
05 Jun 2018

Un projet d’accaparement de terres déguisé en promesse de développement
05 Jun 2018

Vincent Bolloré perd un nouveau procès de presse en France
05 Jun 2018

Les paysans varois manifestent devant le vignoble de Vincent Bolloré à la CroixValmer
05 Jun 2018

Kerry
Very interesting work/list. So what is the pathway forward? What are the policy options? Social movement?
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Of all the agricultural land in Australia suitable for growing food what percentage is now owned by foreign
investors? 5, 10, 15% or more and when do y...
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boucard
Comment se procurer ce film pour des débats publics. Peuples solidaires, association à laquelle j'appartiens,
a organisé la semaine dernière une r...
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Was pleased to read your article. I am however surprised that the story of the frustration that DFL is going
through with the investor being harassed b...
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Excelente trabajo de investigaciòn. Se los agradezco mucho. Consultarè todas las funtes que ustedes
proporcionan para tener un informemàs acabdado c...
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Anonymous
La critique est facile mais l'art difficile; j'ai rarement vu des ONG créer des emplois et contribuer au
développement socio-économique autant que d...
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Christopher Ajua
The same political and economic problems that existed in Cameroon during these crises persist and continue
to plague the lives of Cameroonians, especia...
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