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The Special Economic Zone of Nkok, a
public-private partnership with OLAM

Le Quorum magazine interview with Gagan Gupta, Director General of
Olam Gabon. 

Le Quorum: What  is the Nkok special economic zone? 

Gagan Gupta: The Nkok special economic zone (SEZ) is a partnership
between the Republic of Gabon and Olam Singapore. Olam holds 60%
of the capital and Gabon 40%. The signing ceremony took place on 14
August 2010; this partnership has therefore been in place for 16
months. The project will be conducted in three phases. The first phase
comprises a surface area of 393 ha. If we add the second phase, the
total area will be 732 ha. The first phase, inaugurated in September
2011, is divided into two principal zones: an industrial zone,
assembling 75% of operations (the location of the main industries,
service units and other infrastructure), and the remaining 25%, which
represents the non-industrial zone, comprising the residential district,
the commercial sector and the leisure area. We are developing the
sawmill sector there. A local company called CDG will also develop a
plant for transforming scrap metal. There are other activities on the
site: a company is positioned in cement production, another in timber
(Shainago), petrol distribution with Petro Gabon, the commercial
sector with M2H, real estate with SCI Sapa, accommodation for the
people employed on the site with SCI Nayah, and paper pulp with
Ellora Papermills. 

LQ: What  is the est imated value of these investments? 

GG: In relation to the figures put forward by the various investors,
annual investments are estimated at $900 million over the next three
years. 

LQ: Is all of the product ion of the SEZ dest ined for export? 

GG: The law on the SEZ promulgated this year stipulates that 75% of
the production will be exported, and that the remainder will be
commercialised domestically. 

 

05/17/2013
Environment
Agreement for the
establishment of legal,...
05/02/2013
International
Zimbabwe's Prime
Minister received for a...
05/02/2013
Diplomacy
Gabon and the United
Nations set to
strengthen...04/29/2013
Agriculture
"Green Gabon" initiative:
Participation...
04/28/2013
Industrial Gabon
The Libreville Industry
Forum: A next step in
the...04/24/2013
Agriculture
Morocco : A call for
investors in Green Gabon
04/22/2013
Agriculture
New cooperative
framework established
between the...04/22/2013
Wood
The National Wood
Company of Gabon
(SNBG)...04/22/2013
Infrastructures
Ali Bongo Ondimba and
Jean Todt see
inauguration...04/19/2013
Good Policy
Millennium Development
Goals (MDG): Gabon...

Events

Key sectors

Follow Us
Sign up for newsletter

Contact us

Subscribe to RSS Feeds

Picture of the
week

Caretaker President of the
Central African Republic (CAR),
Michel Djotodia, met with
President Ali Bongo Ondimba

28
May

13th AAU General
Conference in Libreville

11
June

1st African congress on
palm oil in Abidjan

14
June

Second edit ion of the
New York Forum Africa

23
July

2nd edit ion of the
Libreville International
Wood Carving
Symposium

03
Augus t

Gabon to host the
2013 Champions Trophy

28
Octo be r

4th African Forum of
Metrology

- Choose - Go

Emerging Gabon Key Sectors News Gabon Web TV Invest in Gabon Discover Gabon Going to Gabon

All News Events Gabon Magazine

http://www.en.legabon.org/news/794/special-economic-zone-nkok-public-private-partnership-olam#main-content
http://www.en.legabon.org/
http://www.en.legabon.org/emerging-gabon/emerging-policy
http://www.en.legabon.org/keys-sectors/infrastructures/presentation
http://www.en.legabon.org/news/1396/agreement-establishment-legal-institutional-and-operational-management-protected-areas
http://www.en.legabon.org/news/1396/agreement-establishment-legal-institutional-and-operational-management-protected-areas
http://www.en.legabon.org/events/1393/exhibition-entitled-earth-matters-land-material-and-metaphor-arts-africa-display
http://www.en.legabon.org/gabon-magazine/1230/closer-ties
http://www.en.legabon.org/web-tv/gabon-country-opportunities
http://www.en.legabon.org/invest-in-gabon/key-indicators
http://www.en.legabon.org/discover-gabon/understand/key-dates
http://www.en.legabon.org/going-to-gabon/moving-gabon/issuance-residence-permit
http://www.en.legabon.org/
http://www.en.legabon.org/
http://www.en.legabon.org/news/1396/agreement-establishment-legal-institutional-and-operational-management-protected-areas
http://www.en.legabon.org/news/1380/zimbabwe-s-prime-minister-received-private-audience-president-ali-bongo-ondimba
http://www.en.legabon.org/news/1381/gabon-and-united-nations-set-strengthen-their-mutual-commitment
http://www.en.legabon.org/news/1387/green-gabon-initiative-participation-siam-s-8th-annual-international-agricultural
http://www.en.legabon.org/news/1382/libreville-industry-forum-next-step-country-s-industrial-project
http://www.en.legabon.org/news/1373/morocco-call-investors-green-gabon
http://www.en.legabon.org/news/1385/new-cooperative-framework-established-between-food-and-agriculture-organization-fao-united
http://www.en.legabon.org/news/1384/national-wood-company-gabon-snbg-announces-outstanding-results-2012
http://www.en.legabon.org/news/1371/ali-bongo-ondimba-and-jean-todt-see-inauguration-new-automobile-club-gabon
http://www.en.legabon.org/news/1391/millennium-development-goals-mdg-gabon-conducts-review-and-initiates-national-roundtables
http://www.en.legabon.org/news/1392/cemac-gathering-experts-central-african-economic-union-ueac-discuss-region-s-crisis
http://www.en.legabon.org/news/1390/libreville-half-marathon-gabon-captures-first-place
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.en.legabon.org/archives
http://www.en.legabon.org/events/1028/13th-aau-general-conference-libreville
http://www.en.legabon.org/events/1298/1st-african-congress-palm-oil-abidjan
http://www.en.legabon.org/events/1232/second-edition-new-york-forum-africa
http://www.en.legabon.org/events/1372/2nd-edition-libreville-international-wood-carving-symposium
http://www.en.legabon.org/events/1269/gabon-host-2013-champions-trophy
http://www.en.legabon.org/events/1029/4th-african-forum-metrology
http://www.en.legabon.org/events/1393/exhibition-entitled-earth-matters-land-material-and-metaphor-arts-africa-display
http://www.en.legabon.org/newsletters
http://www.en.legabon.org/contact
http://www.en.legabon.org/rss.xml
http://www.en.legabon.org/


LQ: What  are the advantages granted to investors? 

GG: All the investors who commit to the transformation of natural
resources of the country will enjoy tax and customs advantages . On
the tax level, they will be eligible for full exemption from companies'
tax for the first ten years, then, during the following five years, they
will pay 10% tax. They are also fully exempt from customs fees and
duties on imported goods and equipment and on the export of
manufactured products, and will benefit from a reduction in the price
of electricity of around 50% compared to the prices in force in
Libreville. Lastly, they will have the assistance of the State to facilitate
the transfer of certain administrative documents through the setting
up of a "one-stop shop". 
LQ: Are the facilit ies for the accompanying logist ics in
place? 

GG: We are confident. The infrastructure requirements of the sites will
be met. We made sure that the choice of the site took into account its
accessibility. As you can see, the road is 700 metres from here; the
SEZ is located 12 km from the main trunk road, 14 km from the
railway station and less than 1 km from Jkoy-Komo, the waterway.
Regarding electricity, the needs of the Nkok SEZ are estimated at 220
MW. This production exceeds that of Gabon. For this purpose, there
are several projects to make the required power available. In the area
around Libreville, there is a 75 MW electrical power station already
available, which will supply the zone with electricity. On the site, we
will develop a plant with a production capacity of 15 MW, which will use
waste materials from the timber sector as a raw material. There is
another electricity project in the zone of Fugamon, which will generate
hydraulic electricity. 

LQ: How many investors have already expressed an
interest? 

GG: 45 investors have acquired land. They come from six different
countries. Globally, we think 150 companies will establish themselves
in the zone. 

LQ: What  is the price of the square metre in the zone? 

GG: It is not expensive. Between 30,000 and 40,000 CFA FRANCS,
unlike other areas of Libreville where the square metre is sold for
between 100,000 and 150,000 CFA FRANCS. 

LQ: How much did it  cost  to produce the Nkok zone? 

GG: The overall cost was 250 billion CFA francs; the SEZ should attract
almost 500 billion francs in investments and create 3,000 jobs.
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