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MANILA, Philippines – AgriNurture, Inc. (ANI) recently inaugurated the ANI-GDAAS
(Guangdong Academy of Agricul¬tural Science) demonstration farm in Mabalacat,
Pampanga with China Ambassador to the Philippines Ma Keqing and Department of
Agrar¬ian Reform Secretary Virgilio de los Reyes gracing the event.

Ambassador Ma Keqing praised ANI Chairman and CEO Antonio Tiu for taking this initiative
along with several Chinese partners particularly the Guangdong Academy of Agricul¬tural
Sciences and the Federation of Filipino Chinese Chamber of Com¬merce and Industry
(FFCCCI). The lady ambassador also underscored the example set by ANI in engaging
academic partners such as the University of the Philippines in Los Baños and Pampanga
Agricultural College, even as she announced the Chinese government’s commitment of
RMB 20 million to assist in the de¬velopment of Philippine agriculture.

For his part, De los Reyes reiter¬ated the desire of the government to put up as many
demonstration farms as possible and to assist farmers in selling their produce and
encourage them to learn new technologies. He cited ANI’s demo farm as a good
ex¬ample of private-public partnership, saying, “This demo farm is a unique and very
good initiative because it is run by the private sector. The DAR, DA (Department of
Agriculture) and DENR (Department of Environment and Natural Resources) are going to
send over the beneficiaries of land reform here with the help of Chinese universities and
local state universi¬ties and state colleges to upgrade their skills.”

The demo farm complements ANI’s advocacy to help out the agricultural sector. “The
farmers will go to the farm on a weekly basis where we will train them. We will be
providing loans and inputs for the farmers, and we will purchase their harvest through a
contract growing scheme,” said Tiu.

ANI’s general manager for farming Larry Lacson adds that “this demo farm has a dual
function of be¬ing a training or demo center as well as a production center. The products,
after some processes, will be brought to Pulilan (Bulacan) for packaging and later on, will
be delivered to outlets like SM Supermarket, Robin¬son’s, Puregold and others.”

Situated at a 35-hectare site in Mawaque in Mabalacat, the farm is equipped with one
tissue culture laboratory, four classroom buildings, a conference room, a guest house, a
warehouse, greenhouses, two-hect¬are banana plantation, one-hectare tamarind orchard
(in collaboration with Pampanga Agricultural College), one-hectare assorted fruit-tree
scion grove (in collaboration with UPLB), and a vegetable field of more than 10 hectares
complete with an irrigation system.

“We need to be able to help increase the efficiency of farms here in the Philippines. The
demo farm helps us experiment with methods that are particularly successful in other
countries. Perhaps they could have better models of harvesting agricultural produce or
better models of planting that they could share with us,” newly-installed ANI President
Luigi Bernas said.
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