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Comment 

The Babbler is the quarterly newsletter of BirdLife International in 
Indochina. This quarter The Babbler was compiled by Tran Thi Thanh Huong 

Huong@birdlife.org.vn and edited by Jonathan C. Eames, Eames@birdlife.
org.vn. The views expressed are those of contributors and are not necessarily 
those of BirdLife International. 

The decision on whether to proceed with the construction of the first main stream dam has 
now been postponed to a meeting of Mekong River Commission foreign ministers later 
this year, following objections from Cambodia and Vietnam.  The MRC members should 

jointly agree a moratorium on dam building on the main stream for a further ten years as has 
been proposed.  This is the best “face-saving” option for all concerned.    More recently, Vietnam 
has, we understand clarified its objection in a bilateral communiqué with the government of 
the Lao PDR.  Vietnam is right to drive home its position on what is undoubtedly, the most 
important environmental issue of the century for the MRC nations.  Vietnam’s position would 
be considerably strengthened though were it to also agree to no building of dams on the feeder 
rivers in the basin.  The Sekong, Srepok and Sesan are not insignificant tributaries of the Mekong 
but major rivers in their own right, jointly accounting for 20% of the Mekongs’ flow.   The 
construction of two more dams on the Srepok River by Chinese and Vietnamese companies will 
destroy large areas of pristine riverine habitat and flood extensive stretches of the Lomphat 
Wildlife Sanctuary.

The Cambodian Ministry of Environment has been busy this year granting concessions within 
the nations’ protected areas system: Virachey National Park and Lomphat Wildlife Sanctuary 
are two notable recent casualties.  This new policy has been surely precipitated because of the 
objections of villagers, development and human rights NGOs to any commercial agricultural 
development proposals made anywhere the nation.  Few of us speak-up for protected areas, 
and with no people living within them they are now viewed by government as a soft option 
for agribusiness development. How is Cambodia ever to develop a capitalist agricultural 
sector when every time it’s proposals to transform subsistence agriculture are shouted down?   
Conservationists also need to accept that a country at Cambodias’ level of development cannot 
commit 23% of its land area to some form of protected area.  The national protected areas 
estate needs drastic revision and reduction in extent to a more realistic size.  Better we have 
a functioning protected areas system that conserves 10% of the nations’ biodiversity than a 
dysfunctional system that conserves little of global conservation importance.

Jonathan C. Eames
Indochina Programme Manager
BirdLife International in IndochinaCover photo: The winning picture in an art competition for the 

world’s most endangered turtle held by Asian Turtle Programme 
(ATP) in Hanoi during 2011.
Source: ATP
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Feature 

Government Unilaterally Claims Regional 
Consultation Process Complete

June 23, 2011 - Bangkok, Thailand: Laos 
appears to have defied its neighbours in 
a move to press ahead with the proposed 

Xayaburi Dam on the Mekong Mainstream, 
despite concerns raised by neighbouring 
governments and regional civil society 
groups. A letter leaked to International 
Rivers, dated June 8, 2011, reveals that the 
Lao Government has informed the Xayaburi 
project developer Ch. Karnchang that the 
Mekong River Commission’s (MRC) regional 
decision-making process is now complete, 
presumably giving Ch. Karnchang the green 
light to proceed with the project.

The MRC itself, however, is yet to 
officially announce the regional process 
as complete. Previously, at a Special Joint 
Committee Meeting on April 19, the four 
member governments agreed to defer the 
decision on the project to a Ministerial level 
meeting, likely to take place in October 
or November 2011. At this Special Joint 
Committee meeting, whilst Laos proposed to 
proceed with the dam, Thailand, Cambodia 
and Vietnam called for an extension 
to the decision-making process citing 
concerns about transboundary impacts and 
knowledge gaps requiring further study and 
consultation. Vietnam also recommended 
that the decision on the Xayaburi Dam 
and other proposed mainstream dams be 
deferred for a period of ten years.

The procedures of the MRC’s regional 
process clearly state in Article 5.4.3 that ‘The 
MRC [Joint Committee] shall aim to arriving 
at an agreement on the proposed use and 
issue a decision that contains the agreed 
upon conditions.’ “By deciding unilaterally 
that the regional decision-making process 
is complete, the Government of Laos has 
committed an egregious breach of trust and 
has joined the ranks of rogue nations,” said 
Ms. Ame Trandem, Mekong Campaigner with 
International Rivers.

The letter written by the Director-General 
of Laos’ Ministry of Energy and Mines to 
the Xayaburi Power Company Limited refers 
to a one-month study by the international 
consultancy group Pöyry. The letter states 
that in Pöyry’s view the “Prior Consultation 
of the Xayaburi Project has now been 
completed,” and that the Lao government 
“hereby confirm[s] that any necessary step in 
relation to the 1995 Mekong Agreement has 
been duly taken.”

Conclusion of the PNPCA process is a 
prerequisite to the Xayaburi Dam developers 
signing a Power Purchase Agreement with 
the Electricity Generating Authority of 
Thailand, which the company is now seeking.

“Laos has no entitlement to unilaterally 
declare the end of the PNPCA process at this 
stage,” said Ms. Sor Rattanamanee Polkla, a 
Thai Lawyer from the Community Resource 
Center and member of the Mekong Legal 
Network. “Chapter 2 of the 1995 Mekong 
Agreement makes it clear that the regional 

decision-making process is ‘neither a right to 
veto the use nor unilateral right to use water 
by any riparian without taking into account 
other riparians’ rights’. The three other lower 
Mekong countries asked for the project to be 
delayed for further study, including a trans-
boundary Environmental Impact Assessment. 
Laos has an obligation under international 
law to both conduct such an EIA and 
negotiate in good faith under the Mekong 
Agreement before moving forward.”

On April 23, at a meeting in Phnom 
Penh, the Prime Ministers of Vietnam and 
Cambodia jointly expressed concern about 
the Xayaburi Dam’s transboundary impacts 
to fisheries and agriculture. Subsequently, 
at the 18th ASEAN summit in Jakarta on 7 
May 2011, the Lao Prime Minister agreed 
to a request by Vietnam’s Prime Minister 
to temporarily suspend the Xayaburi Dam 
and commission a review of the project’s 

Laos Steamrolls Neighbours in Xayaburi Dam Process

Road construction in Xayaburi. Photo: International Rivers June 2011
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documents by an international consultancy firm under the 
framework of the MRC.

Laos’ Ministry of Energy and Mines had publicly confirmed 
that the study had been commissioned, yet no further details 
of the study nor the role of the MRC in this process was 
announced to the public. It now appears that the study was 
a cursory, one-month review of the PNPCA process and not a 
review of the environmental and social impacts of the project. 

“It’s no surprise that the Pöyry Group was selected to review 
the Xayaburi Dam given their long history of dodgy deals 
that have allowed disastrous dams to proceed in the Mekong 
region,” said Pianporn Deetes, Thailand Campaign Coordinator 
for International Rivers. “But it’s outrageous that Laos would 
stoop so low as to place its consultants’ opinions above its 
neighbours concerns. The extensive scientific evidence that 
demonstrates the dam’s severe social and environmental 
impacts should no longer be ignored, and the Xayaburi Dam 
should be cancelled.”

--------------
Source: International Rivers

Laos Steamrolls dam....(cont.)
Laos Defies Neighbours on Dam Project: Environmentalists

Reuters (June 23, 2011) - Laos is forging ahead 
with construction of a controversial $3.5 billion 
hydropower dam in breach of an agreement to 

suspend the project pending approval by ministers of 
neighbouring countries, an environmental group said on 
Thursday. 

The Lao government has already given Thai developer 
Ch Karnchang the go-ahead to resume work on the 
Xayaburi Dam, informing the company that the Mekong 
River Commission’s (MRC) decision-making process 
was complete, according to International Rivers, an 
environmental and human rights group.

“The government of Laos has committed an egregious 
breach of trust and has joined the ranks of rogue 
nations,” Ame Trandem, a campaigner with International 
Rivers, said in a statement, citing leaked correspondence.

With its big ambitions to export hydropower, 
impoverished Laos is dubbed the “battery of Southeast 
Asia,” but experts warn that the Xayaburi project -- one 
of 11 new dams planned by Laos -- could cause untold 
environmental damage and spark a food security crisis 
downstream in Thailand, Vietnam and Cambodia.

Mekong basin countries are bound by treaty to hold 
inter-governmental consultations before building dams.

After months of pressure from environmentalists 
and neighbouring countries, Laos agreed on April 19 to 
defer the project until a meeting of ministers of the four 
countries involved, slated for the end of the year.

However, International Rivers distributed a leaked 
letter to the media on Thursday, dated June 8 and sent 
by Laos’ energy ministry to the Xayaburi Power Company, 
stating the consultation process was complete.

Shares in Ch Karnchang Pcl, which has a 57 percent 
stake in the Xayaburi Dam, had jumped 4 percent on 
Monday after state-run Electricity Generating Authority 
of Thailand, which has a 12.5 percent stake in the dam, 

said Laos might not delay construction of the project.
Ch Karnchang declined to comment on Thursday while 

authorities in Laos were not immediately available for 
comment.

Ecologists and river experts have criticized an 
environmental impact assessment conducted last year by 
the Lao government and warn that the livelihoods of 60 
million people in the lower Mekong region are at risk if 
the dam goes ahead without proper risk assessment.

Scores of fish species face extinction, fish stocks will 
dwindle as migratory routes get blocked and swathes 
of rice-rich land could be deprived of fertile silt carried 
downstream by Southeast Asia’s longest waterway, 
experts say.

Laos is committed to supplying 7,000 MW of power 
to Thailand, 5,000 MW to Vietnam and 1,500 MW to 
Cambodia by 2015. Its energy ministry says it has the 
potential to generate 28,000 MW from the Mekong.

Watt Botkosal, deputy secretary general of Cambodia’s 
National Mekong Committee, reacted with dismay and 
said Laos had promised to conduct a cross-border study 
during a regional meeting in Jakarta last month.

“The impact study is incomplete, so why has this 
decision been made?” Watt Botkosal told Reuters. “We 
have not even received any such study.”

According to the leaked letter, Laos said a one-
month study had been conducted by an international 
consultancy group. No details were provided.

--------------
Source: Martin Petty, Reuters
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regional news

Xayaburi Dam: An Unfinished Story on the Mekong

May 28, 20011 - Say ‘Mekong dams’ these days 
and the first thing that comes to mind is the 
controversial Xayaburi dam project in Laos, which 

in recent years has been the subject of worries among 
neighbouring – especially downstream -- communities and 
governments.

In April, the Lao government agreed to delay, pending 
further official negotiations, proceeding with the 3.8 billion 
U.S. dollar project after the governments of Cambodia, 
Vietnam and Thailand asked it to go slow on the building the 
hydropower project in mountainous Xayaburi province.

In an Apr. 19 meeting held as part of the required 
consultation process as members of the Mekong River 
Commission (MRC), these governments requested an 
extension in Laos’ decision-making process due to concerns 
about possible transboundary effects of the dam and the 
need for further technical studies.

The April deferment is far from final though, because a 
higher-level ministerial meeting will be convened to take up 
the Xayaburi dam project by the end of 2011.

The April meeting took place after Bangkok-based media 
reported that early road works had already been undertaken 
near the dam site, and that some villagers have been told 
to leave to make way for the project. This was happening 
during the six-month consultation process in the MRC on 
the transboundary impacts of Xayaburi dam project, which 
kicked off in October 2010, the ‘Bangkok Post’ reported.

Laos has defended the early work near the Xayaburi dam 
site thus far as a “fairly common practice in the country”, the 
‘Post’ added. Environmental campaigners such as the U.S.-
based International Rivers, have lauded the slowdown in the 
Xayaburi decision-making process as a “much-needed but 
temporary reprieve”.

For now, all eyes continue to be on how this project, which 
is to be built some 80 kilometres downstream of Laos’ Luang 
Prabang province, works out.

In many ways, it highlights the difficult and conflicting 
dilemmas for a poor country like Laos. This South-East 

Asian country with Least Developed Country (LDC) status is 
banking on its huge hydropower reserves to sell electricity 
to its neighbours and earn precious foreign exchange for its 
development goals, including poverty reduction, but its dam 
plans has raised environmental and other social concerns in 
the Mekong region.

In the UNDP Human Development Index for 2010, Laos is 
ranked 122nd out of 169 countries.

Dams along the 5,880-kilometre Mekong River – shared 
by China, Cambodia, Thailand, Myanmar, Vietnam and Laos 
– have been debated for many years. The dams China built 
in the upper reaches of the Mekong, which it calls Lancang, 
have had their share of criticism and have been blamed for 
erratic water levels in the lower reaches of the river.

But the Xayaburi project has been a magnet for heated 
discussion and opposition from environment groups because 
it is to be situated along the mainstream of the Mekong river.

Vietnam and Cambodia are worried about its possible 
impact on fisheries – especially in the Delta and the Tonle 
Sap (Great Lake) and water flows to their part of the river.

The Xayaburi dam is also the most advanced among the 
estimated 11 dam projects planned on the lower reaches of 
the Mekong. It was first developed by the Thai company Ch. 
Karnchang, which signed a contract to develop the project 
with the Lao government in 2008.

The dam will be built with a 30-metre high wall, which will 
stretch about 800 meters across the Mekong River.

Planned for commercial operation in 2019, the Xayaburi 
dam is expected to produce up to 1,280 megawatts of 
electricity. Of this, 1,220 mw – or 95 percent -- is set to be 
sold to Thailand, while the rest will be fed into Laos’ own 
electricity grid.

Environmentalists fear that the dam would affect the 
Mekong River’s ecosystem as well as the lives of riverine 
communities in several countries.

According to a technical review by the MRC, where the 
Lower Mekong countries of Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, and 
Vietnam are members, the project could affect between 

23 and 100 species, including five in the IUCN Red List of 
Threatened Species.

Together with another five dams planned as a cascade 
by Laos, about 39 percent of the Lower Mekong basin’s 
accessible habitat to migrant species from downstream 
would be blocked. That also means the possible extinction 
of such key species such as the Mekong giant catfish. The 
estimated Mekong basin-wide capture fishery yield is 2.5 
million tonnes a year, of which an estimated 6 percent could 
be lost as a result of the cascade.

The same review noted that 458 households would need 
to be fully relocated, while the livelihoods of an estimated 
1,081households are expected to be affected.

Not enough is known about the possible transboundary 
impacts of a project like the Xayaburi one. But it is 
estimated that 29.6 million people live within 15 km of the 
Mekong mainstream, with Laos itself having over half of its 
population, or 3.4 million, living in its corridor.

The technical review concluded that there are still gaps 
in knowledge, especially in the number of migratory fish 
species, their biomass and their ability to pass through a 
dam and its reservoir. This leads to considerable uncertainty 
about the scale of impact on fisheries and associated 
livelihoods, it notes.

----------
Source: Pattara W. (www.savethemekong.org) 
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Deferral of Mekong dam decision to ministerial level 
signals recognition of potential negative impact

April 20, 2011 - The intergovernmental panel of the 
Mekong River Commission (MRC) has deferred the final 
decision on the construction of the Xayaburi dam in Laos 

to the ministerial level, following concerns raised by Cambodia, 
Thailand and Vietnam.  

The decision comes amidst the submission of a growing body 
of evidence to the Commission highlighting risks to biodiversity, 
fisheries and livelihoods of millions of people in the Mekong 
River Basin. Fisheries and the Mekong Delta are particularly 
vulnerable. 

A WWF-commissioned review of the Xayaburi project found that 
the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Feasibility Study 
(FS) for the proposed dam were woefully inadequate and fell 
well below international standards for such studies. Changes in 
flows, sediment and nutrients need to be further studied. 

“Any decision made will have implications for generations to 
come,” says Dr Jian-hua Meng, WWF International Sustainable 
Hydropower Specialist.  “It is clear that the governments of 
Cambodia, Thailand and Vietnam are acknowledging the gaps in 
knowledge of the expected impacts from the dam.” 

An experts meeting held in Vientiane in 2008 to review the 
impact of mainstream dams on fish migration concluded that 
existing mitigation technology used for salmon species in Europe 
and North America cannot handle the scale of fish diversity 
and migration in the Mekong mainstream.  WWF believes that 

the Mekong should not be used as a test case for proving or 
improving fish passage technologies. 

WWF supports a 10-year delay in the approval of lower Mekong 
mainstream dams, including the Xayaburi hydropower dam, to 
ensure a comprehensive understanding of all the impacts of 
their construction and operation, while immediate energy needs 
are met with less challenging projects applying state of the art 
sustainable hydropower solutions are fast tracked on selected 
tributaries. 

“The MRC has taken an important step towards responsible 
decision-making and is clearly looking at the potential impacts 
the Xayaburi dam would have on millions of people in the 
Mekong River Basin,” Dr. Meng said.  “Laos needs to build on the 
knowledge gained in developing sustainable hydropower in the 
region and follow examples such as the Nam Theun 2 dam.”
--------------
Source: WWF
Photo: Yang Kao Kalia. The Latehomecomer. Minneapolis Coffee 
House Press. 2008
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Substandard dam assessment opens way to fisheries destruction on Mekong

Bangkok, Thailand (April 14, 2011) - Disruptions to fish 
migration and food supplies for millions in the Mekong 
basin are likely if the first mainstream dam on the 

lower Mekong is allowed to go ahead, WWF predicted as it 
released expert analysis showing the dam feasibility study 
and environmental impact assessment failed to address key 
environmental risks.

The WWF commissioned review – coordinated by the 
WorldFish Centre with participation from the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) found that the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the proposed 
Xayaburi dam in Laos and assessment were woefully 
inadequate and fell well below international standards for 
such studies.

Xayaburi is the first of 11 dams proposed for the 
lower Mekong mainstem. Lower Mekong countries are 

scheduled to decide on whether the dam project can move 
ahead on April 22.

Ignored published studies

The review found that the EIA ignored published studies 
and relied heavily on “a very light field sampling” that 
captured “less than a third” of the biodiversity in the impact 
area. 

Just five migratory species from a list compiled in 1994 
were mentioned and just three of more than 28 studies of 
Mekong fish migration were referenced. In contrast, current 
studies show that 229 fish species exploit habitats upstream 
of the dam site for spawning or dry season refuges, with 70 
classified as migratory.

The review finds the proposed fish passes for the dam 
ignore design guidelines, lack critical detail including any 
specification of target species and have a slope and steps 
which would be challenging even for salmon – not a Mekong 
species.

Among the species threatened is the Mekong’s famed 
giant catfish with only known spawning areas in the upper 
Mekong between Chiang Rai province (Thailand) and 
Bokeo (Laos). While the Mekong Giant Catfish is symbolic 
and culturally important, smaller fish like the Pa Soi are 
important food sources for villagers in the Mekong River.

“How can you devise mitigation measures for fish passage 
without addressing the biology and the needs of target 
species, which in this case range from a small Siamese Mud 
Carp or Pa Soi to a 3 metre long giant catfish,” said Dr Jian-
hua Meng, WWF International Sustainable Hydropower 

Specialist.
“Fish ladders of the design proposed have had some 

success in Europe and North America, but this 

is where only a handful of species are migratory, and many 
of those are of the salmon family, that are much stronger 
swimmers and jumpers than most Mekong migratory 
species.”

Repeating mistakes of Pak Mun Dam

The review noted other studies that concluded that fish 
passes are not a realistic mitigation option for Mekong 
mainstream dams, and “that the Mekong should never be 
used as a test case” for proving or improving fish passages 
technologies. 

WWF fears a much larger scale repeat of the 
environmental damage of the dam on the Mun River 
in Thailand, a key Mekong tributary. After similar bland 
assurances of only low level impacts on fisheries prior to 
construction, the first d ecade of the dam’s operation saw 
damaging impacts on 85 per cent of fish species present 
before the dam’s construction, with 56 species disappearing 
entirely and reduced catches for a further 169 species, 
according to a World Commission on Dams study.

Consultations on the Xayaburi dam have so far had to 
proceed in the absence of much detail on the project, with 
the abbreviated Feasibility Study dated 2008 but made 
available only in February this year which was prepared by 
Thai group TEAM Consulting and Swiss company AF-Colenco 
and the final EIA by TEAM completed in August 2010 but 
made available only in March 2011.

Thailand’s about to be abandoned Pak Mun dam illustrates the 
risk of major enviornmental damage from inadequate assess-
ment of major projects. Photo: SEARIN/Living Rivers Siam

  The Babbler 38 - July 2011

 8



regional news

Delay on dam hailed
Thomas Miller

Phnom Penh (April 21, 2011) - Activists welcomed a delay 
in the decision-making process on the proposed US$3.8 
billion Xayaburi dam  in Laos yesterday, but warned that 

the next step for the controversial project was far from clear.
Global environmental organisation World Wildlife Fund for 

Nature (sic.) said the deferral on whether to end talks on the 
dam – the result of a Mekong River Commission meeting made 
up of representatives of Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam 
in Vientiane on Tuesday – signalled “recognition of potential 
negative impacts” of the dam.

“The MRC has taken an important step towards responsible 
decision-making and is clearly looking at the potential impacts 
the Xayaburi dam would have on millions of people in the 
Mekong river basin,” Jian-hua Meng, hydropower specialist for 
the WWF, said in a press statement.

Government ministers from the four countries have now 
been tasked with reaching a decision on whether to conclude 
discussion on the proposal, which international experts and 
environmentalists have warned could irreversibly change the 
river and block migration routes for dozens of fish species. 

The ministers, who govern the MRC, are expected to meet in 
October or November. 

Meach Mean, coordinator for the 3S Rivers Protection 
Network, called the delay “good news”, but added that activists 
would still urge the four countries to agree to a 10-year 
moratorium on all mainstream Mekong dams, and called for 
further study and consultations that would include communities 
affected by the project.

Ame Trandem, Mekong campaigner for the conservation 
organisation International Rivers, also welcomed the decision 
and the transparency of the meeting but said it was “confusing” 
as to what would happen next. However, she believes that it 
would be difficult for the government ministers to ignore the 
objections raised on Tuesday.

Cambodia and Thailand have said more time and information 
was necessary to consider the project, while Vietnam said 
Xayaburi and all mainstream dams should be delayed for at least 

Substandard dam... (cont.)

WWF was unsuccessful in attempts to 
brief the consultants on the risks posed by 
the project.

WWF supports a 10-year delay in the 
approval of lower Mekong mainstream 
dams, including the Xayaburi hydropower 
dam, to ensure a comprehensive 
understanding of all the impacts of 
their construction and operation, while 
immediate needs are met with less 
challenging projects applying state of the 
art sustainable hydropower solutions are 
fast tracked on selected tributaries.  

---------------
Source: WWF
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10 years, if not cancelled outright.
A technical review of the Xayaburi  proposal 

by the MRC concluded that the lack of 
knowledge about how mainstream dams would 
affect the Mekong was so great that the full 
extent of their impact could not be estimated 
or adequately managed. That report followed a 
study commissioned by the MRC last year that 
recommended the countries hold decisions on 
mainstream dams for a decade.

But the position of Laos, which urged an end 
to regional talks and argued that any cross-
border impacts from the dam were “unlikely”, 
has raised questions about the viability of 
finding common ground between the four 
countries through the MRC. 

Laos, which sees exporting hydropower as 
its path out of poverty, has reportedly allowed 
major infrastructure construction to begin near 
the proposed dam site. Trandem cast doubt 
on whether Xayaburi or other mainstream 
dams would bring development to Laos, which 
has said it wants to become the “battery of 
Southeast Asia”.

“It undermines the development they want 
by hurting the livelihoods and food security of 
people who live along the river,” she said. 

“That is not development.”
Trandem said Laos should halt any 

construction immediately and respect the 
outcome of the meeting, adding that the 
1995 Mekong Agreement committed the four 
countries to cooperate “in good faith” on major 
infrastructure projects affecting the river.

“We don’t see this [good faith negotiating] 
happening and it raises questions of what is the 
point of the MRC?” Trandem said. 

“What credibility does it have if this moves 
forward and jeopardises relations between 
countries?”

Chith Sam Ath, executive director of NGO 
Forum, said neglecting the concerns of other 
countries could raise the potential for conflict in 
the region. 

“If they go ahead with the project without 
listen[ing] or talk[ing] into consideration of the 
downstream concerns it would escalate into 
international confrontation,” he said in an email 
on Tuesday.

Xayaburi, the first of 11 proposed dams for 
the lower Mekong mainstream, is testing the 
MRC’s legitimacy and holds clear ramifications 
for future projects.

While the Mekong Agreement established 
a regional consultation process for major 
infrastructure projects that would affect the 
river, the decision on Xayaburi belongs to Laos. 

“The [consultation] is a process that enables 
the four countries to consult each other on the 
proposed project but not the process to seek 
an approval,” Surasak Glahan, communications 
officer for the MRC, said in an email from 
Vientiane yesterday.

Trandem said the consultation was “flawed 
from the start” because it lacked transparency  
and genuine public engagement. Less than five 
percent of those who would be affected by the 
dam in Laos were consulted, she said, and the 
project’s environmental impact assessment 
– made public last month – was not available 
during any of the public consultations.

Surasak said any MRC activity related to 
Xayaburi at this point would have to wait for a 

response “from the minister level” of the four 
countries about how they wish to proceed.

Lim Kean Hor, who as Minister of Water 
Resources and Meteorology is expected to 
represent Cambodia at the next meeting on 
the issue, could not be reached for comment 
yesterday. 

Mao Hak, director of the department of 
hydrology and river works at the Ministry, 
yesterday reiterated Cambodia’s position 
advanced in Tuesday’s meeting.

“There needs to be further study before 
making any decision,” Mao Hak said. “We, the 
team of experts, found there are some points 
that are lacking, and want more detail, and 
measures to be used that will mitigate the 
impact,” he said. “More talks need to be done.

-----------
Source: Phnom Penh Post

Delay on dam hailed (cont.)
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Mekong dam threatens Cambodia’s food security, expert says
Stuart Alan Becker

Phnom Penh (April 29, 2011) - An ecological economics 
expert who wrote his doctoral dissertation on the Tonle 
Sap fisheries says that if the proposed Xayaburi Dam 

project in Laos is not stopped, Cambodia’s food security will 
be threatened.

“If the dam in Laos is built – it sets the precedent for a 
cascade of other main-stream Mekong dams,” said ecologist 
Taber Hand, who was praised for his expertise by a global 
environmental NGO called Conservational International.

Hand studied the ecological and economic dynamics of the 
Tonle Sap fisheries during the 1990s through the University 
of Maryland’s Institute for Ecological Economics and found 
that “food security” was much more fragile than people 
realised around the Tonle Sap lake and river that joins with 
the Mekong at Phnom Penh.  

Hand says scientists agree that the proposed dam will hurt 
fishing in Cambodia.

“The consensus among the scientific community is that it 
will have a significantly deleterious effect on the fisheries of 
the Mekong and the Tonle Sap. It is in the highest interest of 
Cambodia and its leadership to preserve the processes that 
produce this incredible source of protein and fatty acids – 
and this fish production is free,” Hand said.

“If the construction of this dam is not stopped, it will likely 
move us farther into food insecurity as we are right on the 
edge of it, amongst a large regional population.” 

Hand said the Mekong Commission dates back to 1957 and 
is the oldest trans-boundary river commission in the world. 
Originally each signatory country had veto power over dam 
projects. But, according to the new Mekong Agreement of 
1995, the signatory countries do not have veto power over 

each other, Hand said.

“If the Xayaburi Dam goes ahead, the Mekong Commission 
becomes irrelevant,” he said. “Donor countries will fade away 
from paying for science-based information and planning that 
is wilfully ignored.”

According to the results of Hand’s research, fewer fish 
are coming out of the Tonle Sap today than 10 or 20 years 
ago because of what he calls “total fishing effort”, which 
describes the intensity of fishing tools that are used.

“Today everywhere in the Tonle Sap we have 500 metre 
long nylon nets of very fine mesh enabling people to 
capture absolutely everything – including the fingerlings 
and even some larvae. The big fish are caught very easily – 
so they are the first to go – and so on down the food chain 
to the smaller, faster reproducing fish. The Tonle Sap has 
economically lost a number of fish species, like the silver 
barb fish, that were historically significant parts of the total 
catch,” he said.

The heavy fishing results in less available fish per person 
because about 40 percent of Cambodia’s protein has 
traditionally come from the Tonle Sap, according to Hand.

“Moreover, what’s not discussed at all is that the 
nutritionally essential omega-3 fatty acids also come from 
these fish, largely in the form of oils. Cambodians have 
always had a high protein, high carbohydrate diet, but one 
that is particularly very lean in fat. Oil-based fish fats are 
prerequisites for human nutrition in Cambodia and all the 
more so for pregnant women, babies and young children. 

“With too little omega-3 fats, children have neuro-motor 
coordination problems, are intellectually impaired and have 
reduced immunological responses. But now with less fish 

there are less fats,” he said.

Cambodians consume far less fat than their neighbours, 
according to Hand – about 2.2 grams per person per day in 

the 1990s, compared with 35 to 41 grams per day in Thailand 
or Vietnam.

“The only place people here get the omega-3 fats they 
need is from eating fish.”

In addition to the threats of dam construction on the 
Mekong, there are about 20 tributaries to the Tonle Sap 
that have been very important for fish migration and what 
is called “dry season habitat” in the deep river pools. These 
tributaries face being dammed for irrigation in some cases as 
well as being over-fished and being polluted from agricultural 
fertilisers and pesticides.

The Tonle Sap is recognised as a major source of protein food for the Cam-
bodian population and is potentially threatened by Mekong dams.
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“All 
dams change the hydrology and the sediment transport,” 
Hand said.

Luckily, some of the deep pools in the Tonle Sap’s 
tributaries are regarded as sacred by Khmer people.

During his studies, Hand found that food security was 
much more fragile in areas outside the fishing lots around 
the Tonle Sap Lake than was widely realised.

Fish from Tonle Sap Lake provide millions of rural people 
with 90 percent of the essential protein in their diet – this 
in Cambodia, which has one of the lowest fat per-capita in 
the world. 

“The value of oil-based fish fats to the welfare of 
Cambodian health is under-recognised, under-studied and a 
critical economically free resource from the Mekong-Tonle 
Sap system,” Hand said.

“It is time for the Lower Mekong Basin countries to 
cooperate and think of themselves as sophisticated world 
citizens. In this highly dangerous game of political challenge 
and Asian face-saving, Laos may end-up as the ‘world’s 
poster-child’ for how not to be an international river basin 
player.” 

--------------
Source: Phnom Penh Post

Mekong dam..... (cont.)

regional news

Controversial Mekong dam “delayed” by Laos government
Mary Kozlovski

May 12, 2011 - The Laos government will conduct a 
new study into the impact of a proposed US$3.8 
billion hydropower dam, which experts have 

criticised as being potentially devastating for the Mekong.
Daovong Phonekeo, deputy director of the department 

of electricity at Laos’ Ministry of Energy and Mines, said 
yesterday that the study would review findings of a Mekong 
River Commission technical review on the 1,260 MegaWat  
Xayaburi dam.

The MRC has previously recommended that decisions 
about whether to build dams on the lower Mekong 
should be delayed for another decade, citing inadequate 
information and warning of devastating impacts to fish and 
the environment as well as the millions who depend on river.

“We are going to hire international experts to review 
[the report’s] findings,” Daovong Phonekeo said, adding 
statements made about the project by Cambodia, Thailand, 
Vietnam would also be addressed.

“We’d like to know ... in which areas we have to improve 
the design of the project.”

He said that CH Karnchang Public Company Limited, a Thai 
company backing the dam, would be approached to fund the 
study.

“The [Laos] government is selecting a contracting firm to 
carry out the review,” he added, confirming that work around 
the dam project had been “delayed” pending the results of 
the review.

The move follows reports that Laos Prime Minister 
Thongsing Thammavong told his Vietnamese counterpart 
Nguyen Tan Dung that work on the dam had been halted 
during a meeting on Saturday at an Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations summit in Jakarta. However, Daovong said that 
road construction being carried out by CH Karnchang near 
the site was for public use only and “not for the project”.

At a special Joint Committee Meeting of the MRC on 
April 19, government representatives from Cambodia, Laos, 
Thailand and Vietnam deferred a decision on whether to end 
discussion on the Xayaburi dam project to ministerial level.

Xayaburi has drawn strong criticism from Vietnam in 
particular, which has said that all mainstream dams should 
be delayed for 10 years, if not cancelled.

International conservation organisations and NGOs have 
also heavily criticised the project, particularly the effect it 
could have on fish migration.

Yesterday, the World Wide Fund for Nature called for the 
new report to use “current best practice” when reappraising 
the dam. “Putting it frankly, the key documentation prepared 
by consultants for the promoters of this dam has been 
nowhere near international standards and it reflects very 
poorly on the consultants involved,” said Dr Jianhua Meng, 
WWF International Sustainable Hydropower Specialist, in a 
press release.

The MRC said it was unavailable to comment.  
-----------
Source: Phnom Penh Post
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Gland, Switzerland (May 10, 2011) - Consultants 
planning to bid for a planned reappraisal of the 
controversial Xayaburi Dam proposal on the 

Mekong main stem need to commit to using current best 
practice in the hydropower industry, WWF has urged.

The call from WWF follows Mekong River Commission 
deferment of a decision on the dam amid mounting 
criticism from Thailand, Vietnam and Cambodia, expert 
panels and environment and community groups of a lack 
of information on key potential dam impacts – which could 
affect the food supplies and livelihoods of millions.

“Putting it frankly, the key documentation prepared 
by consultants for the promoters of this dam has been 
nowhere near international standards and it reflects very 
poorly on the consultants involved,” said Dr Jian-hua Meng, 
WWF International Sustainable Hydropower Specialist.

“WWF has been working closely with the international 
hydropower industry for many years on improving 
sustainability standards and we know what best practice 
looks like, we know that it is available and we would 
say this is clearly a case where the possible adverse 
consequences of getting it wrong make it mandatory.”

A recent review of the Xayaburi Environment Impact 
Assessment coordinated by the WorldFish Centre with 
participation from the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) and WWF found that “the gaps and 
flaws of the assessment lead to the conclusion that the 
Xayaburi EIA does not meet the international standards for 
Environmental Impact Assessments”.

Where assessments usually covered impacts upstream, 
in the project zone and downstream, the Xayaburi EIA 
“does not cover the upstream catchment area, considers 
a third of the project zone and does not address impacts 
beyond two kilometres downstream of the dam”.

On fisheries, a key concern of WWF, the EIA ignored 

most studies and relied heavily on “a very light field 
sampling” that captured “less than a third” of the 
biodiversity in the impact area.  

Just five migratory species from a list compiled in 1994 
were mentioned and just three of more than 28 studies 
of Mekong fish migration were referenced. In contrast, 
current studies show that 229 fish species exploit habitats 
upstream of the dam site for spawning or dry season 
refuges, with 70 classified as migratory.

The review finds the proposed fish passes for the dam 
ignore design guidelines, lack critical detail including any 
specification of target species and have a slope and steps 
which would be challenging even for strong swimming 
northern hemisphere salmon.

Caution to consultants
In cautioning consultants to commit to current best 

practice, WWF cited the example of Swiss engineering 
company Colenco which played a key role in preparing 
the fish bypass proposals and the also heavily criticised 
Feasibility Study for Xayaburi dam.

“The standard of work done by Colenco for the Xayaburi 
proposal is highly unlikely to be acceptable practice in the 
company’s home country of Switzerland and is a poor fit 
with the company’s stated ethic of environmental and 
social responsibility,” said Dr Meng. 

“At a time when advanced hydropower industry players 
are making notable efforts to improve the sustainability 
performance of the projects they promote, companies 
like Colenco should be especially careful about associating 
their name with projects where limited studies leave room 
for a multitude of possible adverse outcomes for the river 
and the millions that depend on it.” 

Assessment should use the best tools
WWF welcomed quoted comments from Viraphonh 

Viravong, director general of the Laos Department of 
Electricity that the forthcoming international consulting 
review of concerns on the dam from neighbouring 
countries would extend to deciding if the project would go 
ahead at all.

“Consultants could give a clear commitment to best 
practice by specifying they will conduct a review on 
the basis of best available methodologies and tools, in 
particular the Hydropower Sustainability Assessment 
Protocol (HSAP) which WWF and other stakeholders 
helped develop in collaboration with the International 
Hydropower Association,” said Dr Meng.  

“Also highly relevant is the Mekong-specific Basin-
wide Hydropower Sustainability Assessment Tool 
(RSAT), developed in collaboration by the Mekong River 
Commission and the Asian Development Bank. Together, 
these are tangible ways to identify options for siting and 
designing a project with the minimum negative impacts 
and for assessing the sustainability performance of dams,” 
he added. 

WWF has been advocating a 10 year moratorium on 
lower Mekong mainstream dams until there is adequate 
information to assess their impacts, a call now also being 
made by Vietnam.

---------------
Source: WWF
Photo: Jonathan C. Eames

Aspiring consultants should commit to “best 
practice” review of Mekong dam
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Phnom Penh (June 3, 2011) - Pending 
construction of the Don Sahong 
hydropower dam in Laos, just a few 

hundred metres from the Cambodian border, 
could have a devastating impact on local 
fisheries, according to a new report, amid 
questions about the validity of the project’s 
environmental impact assessment.

The report comes amid mounting concern 
about other proposed hydropower projects 
in Cambodia and elsewhere in the region, 
including the Lower Sesan 2 dam in Stung 
Treng province and the Xayaburi dam in Laos, 
and the effect they will have on Cambodian 
villagers.

The report on the Don Sahong dam 
appeared this week in the latest issue of 
the peer-reviewed academic journal Critical 
Asian Studies and was written by Ian Baird, a 
fisheries expert and professor of geography 
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 
the United States.

Although the Don Sahong is smaller than 
other proposed dams in the region, set to 
stand between 10 and 30 metres high and 
to generate 240 megawatts of electricity, 
it is no less controversial. The dam site sits 
on an important channel for fish passage 
in the Khone Falls area of Laos’ Champasak 
province, less than one kilometre north of 
the border with Stung Treng, according to the 
report.

Project developer Mega First Corporation 
Berhad of Malaysia funded a feasibility study 
and environmental impact assessment for 
the project in July 2007 that was initially 

approved by the Lao government, but the 
lack of transparency on the project remains 
of concern to some observers. 

The 2007 EIA did not address regional 
fisheries implications in neighbouring 
countries and instead focused solely on 
Laos, while a new assessment requested by 
the Lao government has yet to be released 
publicly.

A well-placed source within the 
environmental community who wished 
to remain anonymous claimed yesterday 
that the initial EIA in 2007, completed by 
a biologist from the United Kingdom, had 
been heavily manipulated by Mega First 

Corporation Berhad in order to give it a 
positive spin and garner approval from the 
government in Vientiane. 

“[Mega First] took his report and 
essentially changed all of his conclusions, 
and he couldn’t say anything publicly about 
it because he was under contract and was 
trapped. They kept all of the noncontroversial 
aspects and changed all of the controversial 
aspects – that was the original EIA for this 
project that the Lao government approved,” 
the source said. 

“They had no way of knowing that the 

experts that were hired were not allowed to 
tell them the truth because the report had to 
be made positive by the Malaysian company.”

The source added that environmentalists 
based in Southeast Asia and representatives 
from the Mekong River Commission 
“whispered in the ear of the Lao 
government” about the alleged fabrications 
in the report, prompting officials to ask Mega 
First to conduct another EIA that has yet to 
be released. 

Officials from the MRC declined to 
comment on this claim, while representatives 
of Mega First in Malaysia could not be 

reached yesterday evening.  

The source said the alleged deception 
in the original EIA process raised serious 
questions about any new assessment 
generated by the firm.

“Who’s to say that [Mega First] is not 
doing the same thing in the second report? 
We don’t have access, we can’t look at it, 
so there is no doubt the same things are 
happening,” the source said. 

According to research from Eric Baran, a 
senior scientist at the World Fish Center, an 

estimated 87 percent of Mekong mainstream 
fish species are migratory. These fish stocks 
could be drastically affected if the Don 
Sahong dam blocks their migrations, Baird 
said in his report.

Daovong Phonekeo, deputy director of the 
department of electricity at Laos’s Ministry 
of Energy and Mines, said yesterday that 
the latest EIA on the proposed dam has 
yet to be completed because Mega First is 
still surveying fish migrations. Nonetheless, 
he said the ultimate benefits of the 
project would outweigh any threats to the 
environment. 

“We think the benefits from the income 
from this project will be higher. We could 
use the funds to monitor the fishing and 
also improve the fish [supplies] in the area 
and set up to use the funds to control 
seasonal fishing so that the fish population 
can be increased,” he said. Construction 
on the dam, he added, is slated to begin in 

about two years’ time.  

“Part of the energy we will sell to 
Cambodia, while the main part will be used 
locally,” he said. “Maybe only 40 megawatts 
[will be sold to Cambodia] because the 
demand in the northern part of Cambodia is 
low and they are not using much power.”

Baird’s report comes amid a controversy 
over the proposed Lower Sesan 2 dam 
project in Stung Treng, which was the 
topic of fierce debate between villagers, 
environmentalists and officials from the 
Ministry of Environment at a forum in Phnom 

New Mekong dam fears
Adam Miller
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Penh on Tuesday. 

Two officials from Cambodia’s Ministry of 
Environment said yesterday that they were unaware 
of the controversy surrounding the Don Sahong 
project, while Prach Sun, a secretary of state at the 
ministry, declined to comment. 

Stung Treng provincial governor Loy Sophat said 
yesterday that he had heard of the Don Sahong on 
the radio but knew no details about the project.

--------------
Source: Phnom Penh Post

First on record in Cambodia and the first reptile to be both 
discovered and formally described in a scientific journal by a 
Cambodian national.

May 12, 2011 - Cambodian national Neang Thy 
thought he had found a common flowerpot snake 
when he turned over a log in the Cardamom 

Mountains and noticed a small worm-like creature trying 
to flee from the sudden light. On closer inspection the 
diminutive reptile was revealed to be a peculiar type of lizard 
that is both blind and legless.

“At first I thought it was a common species”, said Thy, who 
works as a herpetologist with the Ministry of Environment and 
Fauna & Flora International (FFI), “but looking closer I realised 
it was something I didn’t recognise.”

These cryptic species of reptile are easily overlooked and 
previous to this discovery there are no records for blind 
lizards occurring in Cambodia. The species was finally named 
the Dalai Mountain blind lizard Dibamus dalaiensis, after the 
mountain on which it was found.

Recent biological surveys in Cambodia have resulted in 

a wealth of unusual new species, ranging from carnivorous 
plants to a green-blooded frog. “This latest find is particularly 
remarkable,” said Dr Jenny Daltry, Senior Conservation 
Biologist with FFI, “because it is not only a new species, 
but also the first reptile to be both discovered and formally 
described in a scientific journal by a Cambodian national”.

The process of describing and naming a new species is a 
complex one, and Thy learned this discipline during a study 
period in La Sierra University in the United States.

“For one of our national colleagues to discover this unusual 
species and make the description is particularly satisfying,” 
said Berry Mulligan, FFI’s Cambodia operations manager. 
“It shows that the capacity of Cambodian scientists is now 
reaching an international standard.”

The species:  Dibamus dalaiensis.  The genus Dibamus 
composes 21 species found throughout Southeast Asia. Known 
from Thailand and Vietnam, the genus had not been seen in 
Cambodia before this discovery, but was expected to occur. 
These small lizards are blind and without limbs (small, flap-like 
hind limbs occur in the males) and spend most of their lives 
underground.  

-----------
Source: Fauna and Floral International

Cambodian scientist discovers new species of blind and legless lizard
Ally Catterick

New Mekong dam .. (cont.)
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Cambodia: Sarus Crane Release
The 10th April marked a great achievement 

for The Angkor Centre for Conservation of 
Biodiversity (ACCB): The Sarus Crane chick 

that had been rescued by rangers of the Forestry 
Administration on the 25th October last year in 
the north of Cambodia and subsequently reared 
at ACCB was released back into the wild. Despite 
the risks and concerns, the team of keepers 
at ACCB has succeeded in rearing the bird for 
5 ½ months without it becoming habituated 
to humans, which would have made a release 
impossible. 

As release site we selected Ang Tropang 
Thmor (ATT) in north-western Cambodia, 
one of the most important non-breeding 
season (‘wintering’) area for Sarus 
Cranes in Cambodia where traditionally 
each year several hundred birds are 
present. ATT is managed jointly by the 
Forestry Administration and the Wildlife 
Conservation Society.

Tucked away in a dark, padded transport 
box, the crane took the bumpy ride 
from ACCB to ATT well and upon arrival 
at the site at mid-morning, the rangers 
had already located a large flock of wild 
cranes feeding in the fallow rice fields. 
It was essential to release the bird not 
too far from wild cranes, and once we 
had approached a feeding flock by car 
everything had to be done quickly, in order 
to avoid flushing the shy wild birds. 

As expected, straight after being 

released, initially the young crane was 
quite stressed in these new, wide open 
surroundings. However, within twenty 
minutes it was feeding and within less than 
two hours it joined the wild cranes: When 
a small group of four wild cranes took off 
some 200 metres away, the released bird 
observed them and then decided to fly 
too; it joined the group in the air and all 
together the birds landed some 500 metres 
further away in a large feeding flock. Here, 
the released bird immediately started to 
move around and forage amongst the wild 
cranes and was not distinguishable from 
these, so that eventually we lost sight of it 
in the flock.

This very positive chain of events leaves 
us happy and confident that the captive-
reared crane will fully re-integrate itself 
into the wild flock and with the onset of 
the rainy season next month will follow the 
experienced wild birds on their journey 
back into their breeding grounds in the 
Northern Plains of Cambodia. We have 
marked the bird with a ring that was 
especially developed for storks and cranes 
and we keep our fingers crossed that it will 
be re-sighted in the future, happy and well 
amongst wild cranes.

-----------
Source: ACCB.
Photos: Markus Handschuh
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Land concessions protect forests - Minister
By Van Reoun and Paul Vrieze

Cambodia (May 7-8, 2011) - Minister 
of Environment Mok Mareth has 
defended recent government 

approvals of a glut of economic land 
concessions that privatized 1,100 square 
kilometres of land in 10 protected areas.  The 
minister said the projects would not affect 
important conservation zones, but in fact 
help protect the remaining forestland from 
illegal logging. 

     Civil society groups, however, said 
several of the recent concessions had not 

spared important conservation areas, but 
cut deep into dense forest, adding that local 
villagers’ use of the forest often did not 
involve logging.

     In a letter this week responding to 
questions on the topic, Mr. Mareth reiterated 
remarks by his officials in degraded forest 
areas with little conservation value that were 
now classified as “sustainable multi-use 
zone.” He said the projects’ environmental 
impacts had been properly studied.

     Mr. Mareth said developing these zones 

would not only support local economic 
development, but also serve as a barrier 
that shielded conservation zones from 
illegal encroachment and logging by local 
communities.

     “[D]evelopment projects in the 
sustainable multi-use zone are a mechanism 
to raise a projection line to prevent forest 
encroachment inside […] conservation and 
core zones which are of conservation value,” 
he wrote.

     [I]t is a mechanism of legal regulation 
for local villages living inside and near 
mature protection zones to reduce poverty 
and improve effectiveness of managing 
nature protection.”

     The Law on Nature Protection Areas 
classifies zones within protected area 
according to conservation priorities, into a 
core zone, a conservation zone, a community 
zone and a sustainable multi-use zone.

      Between February 1 and April 1, 
Prime minister Hun Sen signed off on 
17 concessions granting agro-farming 
companies the rights to exploit about 1,100 
square kilometres in 10 protected areas 
across the country, including a 500 square 
kilometres special economic zone inside the 
3,330 square kilometres Virachey National 
Park in Ratanakkiri province.

     These protected areas are among 
23 Ministry of Environment administered 
national parks and wildlife sanctuaries, which 
cover about 33.000 square kilometres.

     Despite the privatization of huge 
swathes of protected areas under his 

administration, Mok Mareth said local 
villagers and not land concessions were a 
major threat to forests.

     “[T]raditionally, besides doing poor 
agriculture with low yields […] they enter 
the forest in the nature protection zones to 
collect forest products or clear forestland to 
do swidden farming or illegally log trees,”he 
wrote.

     Private investment in protected areas, 
Mr. Mareth claimed, offered local villagers 
“job opportunities and new technical skills 
in agriculture” and “changes people’s illegal 
conduct like felling tress […] through their 
participation in the work of investment 
companiesl.”

     David Emmett, regional director of 
Conservation International, said concessions 
“have the ability to protect core areas for 
conservation when the are located around 
the edge of these core areas.”

     “They do, however, need to recognize 
traddional user rights of local communities 
to collect non-timber forest products […] 
such as resin or fuel wood,” he added.

      But Mr. Emmett pointed out that some 
of the concessions would not shield the 
parks, instead cutting deep into conservation 
areas, such as the 9,137 hectare concession 
in the center of Koh Kong province’s 
Butumsakor National park, he said.

      Some of the concession “along the 
east of Virachey [Park] appear to be located 
within existing forest, and high conservation 
value forest at that, which immediately 
creates problems as [concessions] should not Land conversion for agro-forestry in Western Siem Pang. Photo: Jonathan C. Eames
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Elephant crop-raiding and human–
elephant conflict in Cambodia: crop 
selection and seasonal timings of raids

Elephants are threatened 
globally by habitat loss, 
poaching and accelerating 

levels of human–elephant conflict. 
For Elephas maximus in Cambodia, 
crop raiding underlies this conflict. 
Understanding the timing of raids 
and selection of crops can help 
design locally appropriate mitigation 
and management strategies. This 
study, using a 4-year database 
of events, investigated the most 
frequently raided crops and patterns 
of raids, over time and seasons and 
by location. Damage frequency 
varied significantly by crop, with 
rice, banana, cassava, sugar cane and papaya most frequently raided. 
Considering raid events per unit crop area, banana, sugar cane and 
pineapple were raided more than would be expected based on their 
availability. There were differences in both crop-raiding events and 
crop-damage frequencies over study years and there was a peak raiding 
season in October–December. Nationally, significant differences were 
found among provinces but not between years. Rates of damage 
decreased after mitigation strategies such as observation towers, 
deterrents and fences were implemented. The authors suggest further 
mechanisms to improve human–elephant conflict monitoring in 
relation to crop choice and availability..

--------
Source: C. Elizabeth Webber, Tuy Sereivathana, Matthew P. Maltby 

and Phyllis C. Lee (2011). Elephant crop-raiding and human–elephant 
conflict in Cambodia: crop selection and seasonal timings of raids. Oryx, 
45, pp 243-251 doi:10.1017/S0030605310000335
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be granted in forested areas,”he added.
     WWF director Seng Teak said development in 
protected areas should only occure after parks gave 
a zoning plan and a project’s impact is thoroughly 
researched.
     “Any development […] if it is not planned properly 
will have detrimental impacts on the integrity of 
protected areas,” he said.
     Cambodia’s protected areas, however, often lack 
an approved zoning plan before private concessions 
are allocated.
     Sao Vansey, director of the Indigenous Community 
Support Organization, denied the Environment 
Minister’s claim that hill tribes practiced illegal 
logging. “Traditionally they access forests anywhere 
for hunting and non-timber forest products, but they 
don’t cut trees,”he said.
     Mr. Vansey said although investment projects 
offered “some benefits”insubsequent  uprooting of 
traditional livelihoods had “a lot of social impact” in 
indigenous minority communities.
      The NGO Forum said it was concerned over the 
spike in development in protected areas, as it could 
impact communities’livelihoods and undermined 
Cambodia’s potential access to international climate 
change funds.
      “[I]n the past we learned that it is very much likely 
that those new concessions will affect villagers, in 
particularly the indigenous people who depend on” 
forest, NGO Forum director Chhit Sam Ath said.
      Pen Bonnar, Ratanakiri coordinator for human 
righs group Adhoc, said he feared that the 
government’s development narrative was merely 
a ruse to log the remaining valuable timber in the 
concession areas.
      “Granting economic land concessions inside 
protected areas, concessionaires are targeting timber 
for business,” he said.
      Mom Hay, a 25 years old villager in Kratie 

province’s Pi Thnou commune, said a 5,000 hectare 
rubber concession in Snoul Wildlife Sanctuary, 
granted to SovannVuthy Company on March 21, had 
first cleared local forests and now threatened to rob 
200 indigenous Stieng and Banong families from their 
farmland.
      This type of development, he said, was a curse for 
local communities rather than a boon. “How do our 
livelihoods improve when the company moves in and 
bulldozes our farmlands?” Mr. Hay asked.
-----------
Source: Cambodia Daily
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1,100 square kilometres of conservation 
areas privatized in two months

Phnom Penh (April 29, 2011) - Following 
a government announcement last 
month of a 500 square kilometre 

economic zone planned inside Virachey 
National Park, new documents reveal that 
the government has granted 12 more 
economic land concessions covering 
600 square kilometres in nine other 
environmental conservation areas across the 
country.

The Ministry of Environment said the 
approved concessions, most of which are 
for agribusiness, are located in “degraded 
forest” areas that are now classified as 
“sustainable multi-use zones”, which would 
support economic development.

However, conservation groups said the 
recent surge in concessions in protected 
areas raised serious concerns about the 
conservation of Cambodia’s remaining 
forests.

According to copies of sub-decrees signed 
by Prime Minister Hun Sen between March 
14 and April 1, industrial farming companies 
received two concessions covering 10,775 
hectares in Lomphat Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Ratanakkiri province, three concessions 
for 8,687 hectares in Boeng Per Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Kompong Thorn, Preah Vihear 
and Siem Reap provinces, and 728 hectare 
rubber concession inside Phnom Prich 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Mondolkiri province.

Other such concessions include a 
5,000-hectare area in Snuol Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Kratie province, a 6,000-hectare 
concession in Banteay Chmar Protected 
Landscape in Banteay Meanchey and 
Oddar Meanchey provinces, and a 290 

hectare concession in Kirirom National Park, 
Kompong Speu province.

In the coastal provinces of Kampot and 
Preah Sihanouk, Sok Kong, the hotels 
and filling stations operator, received a 
concession to clear 18,997 hectares of 
forest for his “eco-tourism” project in Bokor 
National Park, while Paradise Investment 
got a 9,137 hectare industrial-farming 
concession in Botum Sakor National Park in 
Koh Kong province, according to government 
documents.

Hoang Anh Andong Meas, a Vietnamese 
rubber and mining company, was given a 
9,775-hectare rubber concession in Virachey 

National Park.
This concession brings the tally of 

projects approved in Virachey to five, after 
two businessmen were already given four 
concessions in February. Concessions cover a 
total 37,710 hectares in the Asean-heritage 
listed park, most of which has also been 
opened to mineral exploration.

In March, the Environment Ministry said 
the projects were part of a planned “special 
economic development zone” along the 
Lao and Vietnamese borders that would 
cut 50,000 hectare out the park’s 330,000 
hectares. CPP Senator Ly Yong Phat in 
March also received a 4,700-hectare sugar 
concession in Kompong Speu province, inside 
Phnom Aural Wildlife Sanctuary.

The recent slew of concession approvals 
– 17 in total, all signed between February 1 
and April 1 – now amounts to the loss of a 
sweeping 111,859 hectares in 10 national 
parks and wildlife sanctuaries, or an average 
of 1,997 hectares conceded every day during 
that period.

These parks and sanctuaries are among 
the 23 Environment Ministry-administered 
protected areas, which cover about 33,000 
square kilometres.

Thuk Kroeun Vutha, secretary of state at 
the Ministry of Environment, defended on 
Tuesday the spike in approvals of economic 
land concessions in protected areas, as 

the concessions would support economic 
development and only clear “degraded 
forest” that had little conservation value.

“We have to weigh the benefits [of 
development] if a forested area has no 
advantages left”, Mr Kroeun Vutha said. 
“Investment will help the communities to 
develop, generate jobs for them, especially 
building hospitals and schools.”

The ministry, he said, had studied the 
concessions’ environmental impacts as 
required by law and subsequently created 
a master plan for the concession areas and 
designated them as “sustainable multiuse 
zones.”

The Law on Nature Protection Areas 
classifies zones within the parks and 

sanctuaries, according to conservation 
priorities, into a core zone, a conservation 
zone, a community zone and sustainable 
mulch-use zones.

Mr Kroeun Vutha said, “If development is 
permitted, it will not affect the conservation 
areas,” adding that rivers and streams would 
also be spared.

However, conservationists were taken 
aback by the overall scale of the recent 
concessions and said that at least several 
projects would remove large swathes of 
pristine, dense forest at the heart of some 
parks.

They said the developments raised serious 
questions about future efforts to conserve 
Cambodia’s shrinking forests.

David Emmett, regional director of 
Conservation International, said that maps 
available for a few of the concessions 
showed some would cut deep into parts of 
untouched, dense forest and could split up 
the protected areas.

“The concession in Botum Sakor is so 
centrally located that it could only mean the 
integrity of the National Park were located in 
areas that were pristine evergreen forest as 
recently as 2006.

Botum Sakor is home to rare and 
endangered species such as the Asian 
elephant, sun bear, pileated gibbon and 
Sunda pangolin, according to Frontier, a 
conservation group that has worked there.

Mr Emmett acknowledged the 
Environment Ministry’s claim that there 
are substantial areas but added the new 
concessions in those areas would still “have 
the potential to lead to more roads and 
development into the parks.”

Seng Teak, WWF’s country director, said 
the organization was worried about the 

Conservation Areas See 
Bonanza of Concessions

By Van Roeun and  Paul Vrieze 
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surge in new concessions in parks and sanctuaries.
“We are very concerned about the recent increase in 

economic land concessions […] as these will threaten the 
integrity of protected areas,” he said yesterday.

WWF’s “big concern,” Mr Teak said, was that the 
government had now chosen to allocate more projects in 
protected areas in the near future.

He also took issue with the Environment Ministry’s 
approach of approving concessions, as authorities often failed 
to designate important conservation area zones in the parks 
before allocating concessions.

“Granting economic land concession in protected areas 
before having a zoning plan first will likely pose significant 
negative impact” on ecosystems and biodiversity, he said.

Jacob Jepsen, deputy country head of the Danish 
International Development Agency, which co-chairs the donor 
forum’s technical working group on forestry policy, said the 
donor agency was “definitely concerned about the issuing of 
land concessions in protected areas.”

Mr Jepsen said at the core of this issue was the rampant, 
uncoordinated way in which the government issued economic 
land concessions.

“We’re concerned about the way it’s done, how fast it’s 
done and the lack of communication and coordination with 
which it’s done,” he said.

Mr Jepsen said issuing concessions in protected forest areas 
could also undermine Cambodia’s future access to carbon 
credit – the international climate change funds for protecting 
forest.

Mathieu Pellerin, a consultant with human rights group 
Licadho, said the surge in land concessions inside protected 
areas raised concerns over their consequences on both 
forests and local population, as authorities usually neglected 
to study the social and environmental impact of concessions.

“We are worried because there might be overlap with 
people’s land,” he said.

Mr Kong, the Sokimex chairman, said he would use his 
19,000 hectare concessions in Bokor National Park to build his 
mountaintop eco-tourist resort, adding that due to its remote 
location no villagers were affected.

“Now we have all the master plans for development and 
some of the area will be conserved and some replanted with 
trees,” he said.

Mom Eng, a villager in Kratie province’s Pi Thnou commune, 
said yesterday, however, that his village was already affected 
by a 5,000-hectare rubber concession in Snuol Wildlife 
Sanctuary, granted to Sovann Vuthy Company on March 21.

Since early April, he said, the company had been bulldozing 
forest-lands closer to village farms, and 10 families had 
already lost their land.

Mr Eng said about 200 indigenous Stieng and Banong 
families lived in the affected area and 80 villagers travelled to 
the prime minister’s residence in Phnom Penh Wednesday to 
ask Mr Hun Sen for help.

“We have lived here for years and where could we make a 
living if our farms are lost?” he said.  

---------------
Source: The Cambodia Daily Volume 48 Issue 54 
April 29, 2011

Conservation Areas See Bonanza...(Cont.)

Two more companies granted 
Economic land Concession 
licences within Virachey 
National park

Phnom Penh (May 31, 2011) - The Government of 
Cambodia has recently provided economic land 
concession licences for 17,015 ha within Virachey 

National Park to two more companies, making the 
total of land concession licences approved so far in this 
national park to seven and is equivalent of 54,725 ha of 
land.

The sub-decree signed by Prime Minister Hun Sen on 
19 May 2011 offered 7,079 ha in the park to Fu Sheng 
Hai Cambodia for rubber and other crop plantation in 
Taveng and Andong Meas Districts, Rattanakiri Province. 
The other company is Jing Zhong Tian allowed converting 
9,936 ha in Taveng district for economic purposes. 

---------------
Source: The Free Press Magazine
(Note: this is an unofficial translation version by BirdLife. 
The original article in Khmer language can be seen on 
The Free Press Magazine) 
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The Red panda, Ailurus fulgens, is well known 
to inhabit cold mountainous areas, chiefly at 
high altitude, in areas with heavy winter snow 

(particularly above 2200 metres) (see Chapter 11 of 
Glatston 2011), but the last hundred years have also 
provided a number of reports of it in areas atypical in 
several ways: south of the conventionally accepted range; 
lying at lower altitude, sometimes even in the lowlands; 
with hotter, even much hotter, climates; and supporting 
tropical broad-leafed evergreen forests. This short 
chapter reviews all such reports that have been traced, 
because their number and geographic spread suggest 
that his could be a genuine phenomenon of natural red 
panda distribution. However, no such population has 
been confirmed as involving wild animals.

The anomalous records, hereafter referred to as 
“warm-climate pandas”, come, with varying levels of 
detail, from Vietnam, the Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic (Lao PDR; Laos), China and India. The 

Vietnamese reports faded a long time ago and are 
included here for their apparent role in “seeding” the 
Lao statements. These latter have largely been ignored 
in authoritative zoological works, but the country 
is generally listed as supporting the species in the 
conservation grey literature. The Chinese record of a 
warm climate panda has recently been withdrawn. The 
Indian evidence has much more field detail than that 
from any other country, and is the only set with any 
compelling basis to be taken seriously.

Subsequent to the publication of this chapter, 
Schroering (2011) pointed out an even earlier reference 
to Red Panda in Vietnam, again lacking any primary 
detail of what was observed. The lack of any verifiable 
record, or even any credible report with accompanying 
detail, from the species in Vietnam or Laos, strongly 
suggests that the species did not inhabit these countries 
in historical times. However, it cannot be ruled out that it 
did so and was overlooked by the early explorers.

--------
References: Duckworth, J. W. 2011. Records and reports 

of Red Pandas Ailurus fulgens from areas with warm 
climates. Pp. 419–434 in Glatston, A. R. (ed.) Red Panda: 
biology and conservation of the first panda. Academic 
Press, London, U.K.

Schroering, G. B. 2011. An early claim of Red 
Panda Ailurus fulgens from Vietnam. Small Carnivore 
Conservation 44: 40-41.

Photo: Jonathan C. Eames

Crested gibbons Nomascus are in the rarest genus of the 
family Hylobatidae, with the Hainan gibbon Nomascus 
hainanus being the rarest primate in the world. In the 

past, the number of species in this genus has been at the centre 
of much controversy, in part, because their colour changes 
during immaturity as well as other factors, such as physical 
similarities in genitalia, creating difficulties in accurately 
determining the sex of individuals. Furthermore, owing to their 
rarity, illusiveness, and the rough terrain that comprises their 
native habitat, Nomascus is one of the least studied members 
within the Hylobatidae. 

This article represents the most comprehensive dissemination 
of visual characteristics of the genus Nomascus to assist in the 
accurate identification of captive and wild crested gibbons. 
Through differences in pelage color, skeletal anatomy, dentition, 
vocalizations, behavior, distribution, and genetic studies, the 
authors were able to determine more accurately whether or 
not a subspecies should be elevated to species level. From the 
current data, there are six species and one subspecies in the 
genus Nomascus. However, reports of a recently identified light-
cheeked gibbon Nomascus sp. in north-east Cambodia, central 
Vietnam, and southern Lao PDR, will add additional taxa to this 
genus. Read full paper.  

----------
Source: Alan R. Mootnick and Peng Fei Fan. A Comparative 

Study of Crested Gibbons (Nomascus). American Journal of 
Primatology 73:135–154 (2011) 

Records and reports of Red Pandas Ailurus 
fulgens from areas with warm climates

regional news

A Comparative Study of 
Crested Gibbons (Nomascus)
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May 12, 2011 - The ban on a 
veterinary drug which caused an 
unprecedented decline in Asian 

vulture populations has shown the first signs 
of progress, according to scientists. However, 
the recovery of the wild vulture populations 
requires efforts to see the drug completely 
removed from the birds’ food supply.

In a new study, published in science journal, 
PLoS ONE, researchers report measurements 
of the prevalence and concentration of 
diclofenac in carcasses of domesticated 
cattle in India, made before and after the 
implementation of a ban on its veterinary use.

The governments of India, Nepal and 
Pakistan banned veterinary use of the 
painkiller diclofenac in 2006 because of its 
lethal effects on vultures that feed on the 
carcasses of cattle and buffaloes that had 
been treated with the drug shortly before 
they died.

The study shows that the proportion of 
cattle carcasses in India contaminated with 
the drug declined by over 40% between 2006 
and 2008.  The concentration of the drug in 
contaminated animals also fell.

Combining the effects of these two 
changes, the expected rate of annual 

First signs of progress in saving Indian vultures from killer drug

population decline of the vultures is 
expected to slow by around two thirds.  
However, the resulting decline rate is still 
expected to be around 18% per year for the 
most susceptible species, White-rumped 
Vulture Gyps bengalensis, down from about 
40% per year before the ban, meaning 
that vultures will not recover unless efforts 
to eradicate the drug become still more 
successful.

Although the legal action has started to 
show encouraging results, much remains to 
be done, because diclofenac manufactured 
for human use is still being used illegally to 
treat cattle in India.

One of the study’s authors, Dr Devendra 
Swarup, former Research Director of 
the Indian Veterinary Research Institute, 
commented: “Because of the difficulty in 
ensuring that human diclofenac is not being 
used illegally and in secret, testing the 
vulture food (cattle carcasses) directly is the 
only way to find out how safe the vultures 
really are.”

Lead author, Dr Richard Cuthbert of RSPB 
(BirdLife in the UK), said: “This shows how 
much progress has been made, but there 
is still a job to do to make sure that safe 
alternative drugs are used.  Unfortunately 
some of the alternatives have not been 
tested for their safety to vultures and 
one drug in increasing use, ketoprofen, is 
already known to be toxic to vultures”.

In fact, the only safe alternative used in 
India is meloxicam, which is becoming more 
widely used now that its cost is falling and 

approaching that of diclofenac.  However, 
other drugs known to be toxic or with 
unknown effects remain legal and are still 
being used by vets.

Dr Asad Rahmani, Director of the Bombay 
Natural History Society (BirdLife in India) 
said: “Complete removal of diclofenac from 
vulture food is the single most important 
action needed to save vultures. Human 
formulations are still being sold by some 
irresponsible companies in large veterinary-
sized vials (30ml) and these bigger bottles 
must also be outlawed to make illegal 
diclofenac use on cattle more difficult and 
expensive.”

--------------
Source: The Royal Society for the Protection 
of Birds.
Photo: Jonathan C. Eames
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The pygmy slow loris Nycticebus pygmaeus is a little-studied primate endemic to 
Vietnam, Laos, southern China and eastern Cambodia. The authors’ study aimed 
to gain local knowledge on the distribution and ecology of, and threats to, the 

species by interviewing hunters, traders and wildlife protection staff, and to verify this 
information using a spotlighting survey in three major reserves in Mondulkiri Province, 
Cambodia. Encounter rates of pygmy loris were assessed along 29 transects (129.5 
km), yielding observations of 26 individuals. Mean encounter rates were 0.40 km-1 
in Seima Protection Forest, 0.10 km-1 in Phnom Prich Wildlife Sanctuary and 0.00 
km-1 in Mondulkiri Protected Forest. Informants had knowledge of where populations 
occurred, their diet, sociality and habitat preferences. Widespread large population 
declines were reported and informants linked this to high hunting pressure, particularly 
in 2001 and 2002. In late 2008 and 2009 they resurveyed three transects that had 
high encounter rates in early 2008 and failed to detect any lorises. Local informants 
reported high hunting pressure during the previous wet season in two of these sites, 
and a gold mine development was underway in the third site. Urgent actions are 
required to address these population declines and to assess the conservation status of 
pygmy lorises throughout eastern Cambodia. Read full article.

-------------
Source: Carly Starr, K.A.I. Nekaris ,Ulrike Streicher and Luke K.-P. Leung  Field surveys 

of the Vulnerable pygmy slow loris Nycticebus pygmaeus using local knowledge in 
Mondulkiri Province, Cambodia. Fauna & Flora International, Oryx, 45(1), 135–142. 
(2011)

Field surveys of the Vulnerable pygmy 

slow loris Nycticebus pygmaeus using 

local knowledge in Mondulkiri Province, 

Cambodia

regional news

Cambodian Civil Society Organisations and 
NGOs Concerns over  Cambodia Readiness 
Proposal Preparation 

In March 2011, representatives 
from Cambodian civil society and 
non-governmental organisations 

submitted a letter to Cambodian 
(Interim) REDD Task Force led by 
the Forestry Administration (FA), 
who is leading the Cambodian 
delegation in presenting the Cambodia 
Readiness Proposal Preparation 
(R-PP) for approval of the Forest 
Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF). 
They  expressed their concerns 
about the (1) clearance of primary 
forests by Economic Land Concession 
(ELC) companies; (2) intimidation of 
communities by local and government 
authorities; (3) loss of land and 
resources that are providing for 
traditional livelihood. There is anxiety 
about “a trend of rising vulnerability 
of communities and their traditional 
livelihood and which is the backdrop 
of the REDD readiness process 
that the R-PP will need to explicitly 
address.” Read full document.

-------------
Source: www.forestcarbonpartnership.org

More forest land is being converted to rubber plantation 
land in Cambodia.
Photo: www.cambodian.info
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Muted celebrations for Thailand’s most colourful bird

June 14, 2011 - The rediscovery of Gurney’s Pitta 25 
years ago today (June 14) brought hope for a beautiful 
bird feared extinct for over three decades. But the 

bird’s future still hangs in the balance, as destruction of 
lowland forest has reduced the Thailand population by 
around 90% since 1986.

Since the rediscovery in southern Thailand, further 
populations have been discovered in neighbouring 
Myanmar.

The only bird endemic to the Thai peninsular, Gurney’s 
Pitta Pitta gurneyi has been the focus of an international 
conservation effort, but these efforts are not matched by 
adequate protection of the bird’s last Thai home.

Maliwan Sopha, Director of BirdLife Partner Bird 
Conservation Society of Thailand (BCST), said: “The 
quarter-century reprieve for this bird has been squandered 
because successive Thai governments have allowed rubber 
and oil-palm plantations to expand at the expense of 
remaining forest. This has destroyed most Gurney’s Pitta 
habitat, causing the population to crash from an estimated 
50 pairs throughout southern Thailand to as few as five 
pairs today, at a single site.”

While Thailand has an enviable record in establishing 
protected areas, these are all in hilly and mountainous 
areas. This is bad news for the large proportion of 
Thailand’s wildlife confined to lowland forests.

The Royal Forest Department responded to the 
rediscovery by setting up a wildlife sanctuary centred on 
the nearby mountain, Khao Nor Chuchi, but neglected 
to include an adequate area of lowland forest. 75% of 
the pittas were left unprotected, in Bang Khram National 
Reserve Forest.  Since then, rubber and oil-palm growers 

have gradually eaten away the remaining forest.  Many 
also hunt wildlife for food and the pet trade.

Khao Nor Chuchi forest, an Important Bird Area, 
arguably supports the richest lowland forest bird life of 
any site in Thailand. The continuing decline in Gurney’s 
Pitta has happened in spite of valiant conservation efforts 
by BCST in partnership with the Department of National 
Parks, the Royal Forest Department, the RSPB (BirdLife in 
the UK) and local community bodies, with the support of 
the UK’s Darwin Initiative and the Oriental Bird Club.

DNP officials have tracked the continued loss of 
pittas and their habitat, but have been powerless to 
intervene. “We find bird nets set both inside and outside 
the sanctuary”, said one anonymous official.  “Hunting, 
collection of forest products and illegal logging are 
rampant. When we survey for Gurney’s Pittas, the rubber 
and oil-palm growers monitor our movements. They 
then cut down the spiny palms in which the pitta nests, 
reasoning that if they kill off the pittas they will more easily 
be able to clear the remaining forest.”

Despite the uphill struggle facing conservationists, there 
is still hope. Replanting and regeneration of forests has 
helped stem forest clearance, and some local villagers 
practice sustainable management of their plantations, with 
regenerated forest areas for wildlife. However, this could 
all be in vain if the Government doesn’t seriously tackle 
the many land tenure issues in the area, by delineating the 
boundaries of the Wildlife Sanctuary and Reserve Forest, 
and strictly enforcing the laws relating to encroachment.

Read more stories about this beautiful bird in a recent 
article entitled “Gurney’s Pitta, The last few stragglers” by 

L. Bruce Kekule in the Bangkok Post Monday 25 July 2011, 
here or here.

--------------
Source: The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds  and 
Bangkok Post 
Photo: www.hoopmanscience.pbworks.com

  The Babbler 38 - July 2011

 24

http://brucekekule.com/the_south/gurneys-pitta-the-last-few-stragglers/


regional news

A symbol of 
Hanoi to many 
Vietnamese, 

Hoan Kiem lake and 
its turtle island in 
Hanoi’s central old 
quarter is also home 
to a Giant swinhoe’s 
softshell turtle Rafetus 
swinhoei. One of only 
four of its species 
known in existence the 
animal in Hanoi also 
related to a 15th century 
legend in which a magical 
sword used to defeat an 
invading Chinese army was returned to the turtle by King Le Loi. Every 
since sightings of the giant turtle have signified important events for 
Vietnam.

This turtle is also important to conservation of the species the 
species is also considered one of the most endangered turtles, if 
not animals, in the world. Only four individuals are known to exist, 
two in Shouzou zoo in China, one in Dong Mo Lake outside of Hanoi 
and a single large individual in Hanoi’s Hoan Kiem Lake. Historically 
distributed in northern Vietnam and southern China in large 
river systems and associated wetland the species is now critically 
endangered (IUCN 2010). Habitat loss and hunting (largely for local 
consumption) have all but wiped the species out.

However in late 2010 poor water quality in the tiny 12 hectare 
central Hanoi lake and a series of injuries to the legendary turtle 
caused concern internationally and the decision was made for removal 
and treatment of the old animal.

Steps have been taken to try and rescue the animal and ensure the 
legend lives on. A history and updates are provided here.

-----------
Source: Asian Turte Programme

Updates from the rescue of the Hoan Kiem 

Turtle in Hanoi, Vietnam

Photo from Tuoi Tre News online, 15 February 
2011, the injury to the front of the turtles cara-
pace clearly visible in this photo caused concern 
for the animals health

July 12, 2011 - he first critically endangered spoon-
billed sandpiper to hatch in captivity in the world 
was always going to be a spectacular sight, but 

when a Heritage Expeditions boat docked in Anadyr 
last night not one, not two, but an incredible 17 tiny, 
hatched spoon-billed sandpiper chicks emerged.

The incredibly ambitious mission to collect eggs 
from the rapidly dwindling number of nests on the 
breeding grounds in Chukotka and transport them 
thousands of miles via land, sea and air to the 
conservation breeding facility at WWT Slimbridge 
hatching has reached an important milestone. 
Incredibly eight of the chicks actually hatched just as 
the team were preparing to leave Chukotka.

Describing his elation on docking safely in Anadyr, 
WWT’s Head of Conservation Breeding, Nigel Jarrett 
said: “We boarded the boat with the eight newly 
hatched chicks, 12 fertile eggs, considerable anxiety 
about the trip on rough seas and a great deal of hope.

“We got off the other end with only three eggs, but 
an amazing 17 chicks and the remaining eggs poised 
to hatch any day, so I am as happy as happy can be.”

Things have gone as well as could possibly have 
been hoped for so far, but saving this species is still 
going to be an uphill battle.

A couple of the hatchlings aren’t quite as strong as 
the others and we will have to accept that we will lose 
some.

The survival rate for spoon-billed sandpiper chicks 
in the wild is extremely low. On average just four 
chicks fledge out of around 20 eggs laid and only 
one of these would survive to recruit into the adult 
population two years later.

Taking these newly hatched chicks from hatching 
to fledging will be enough of a challenge on its own. 
However, even this is dwarfed by the work that we 
and our partners need to do to tackle the threats to 
the species in the wild (read more about the spoon-
billed sandpiper).

Elizabeth Tambovtseva from Birds Russia is part of 
the team on the expedition. She said: “The excitement 
from the team when the first egg hatched and a tiny 
chick appeared was off the scale – we haven’t slept 
for days with the stress and worry so it was a pretty 
emotional experience.

One of the tiny chicks in Nigel’s hand “All the 
partners have been working hard as a team to pull off 
this very important stage of the mission and it’s paid 
off. I didn’t get a chance to celebrate my birthday last 
week, but this belated present more than makes up 
for that!”

The conservation breeding expedition, led by staff 
from the Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust (WWT) and Birds 
Russia, has support from the RSPB, BTO, BirdLife 
International, ArcCona, the Spoon-billed Sandpiper 
Task Force and Moscow Zoo.

The project is funded by WWT and RSPB, with 
additional financial contributions and support from 
BirdLife International, the East-Asian Australasian 
Flyway Partnership, the Convention on Migratory 
Species, Heritage Expeditions and the Australasian 
Wader Study Group of Birds Australia.

----------
News and photo source: Wildfowl and Wetlands 

Trust (WWT)

First spoon-billed sandpiper chicks hatch in captivity

Newly hatched spoon-billed sandpiper
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Quang Nam, Vietnam (April, 14, 2011): Indochina’s 
elusive saola, a recently discovered and critically 
endangered relative of antelopes and cattle, now has 

new hope for survival with the establishment of a dedicated 
nature reserve in the province today.

Quang Nam’s People Committee today agreed to the 
Forestry Protection Department establishing a Saola Natural 
Reserve in the Annamite mountains along the border of 
Vietnam and Laos.

The Saola, described as a primitive member of the 
bovine family which includes cattle, sheep and antelopes, 
was discovered only in 1992 by a joint WWF and Vietnam 
Department of Forestry survey.

Threatened by illegal hunting with snares and dogs for 
its horns, the current population of saola is thought be to a 
few hundred at maximum and possibly only a few dozen at a 
minimum. None have survived in captivity. 

New hope for survival for elusive saola

Since the species discovery, WWF has worked closely 
with Vietnamese scientists, protected area staff and 
rangers and local communities, to understand the species 
population status and ecological requirements; identify the 
threats to the Saola and implement conservation actions to 
reverse its decline.

New reserve creates corridor

In response to the alarming status of the species in the 
wild, WWF Vietnam has worked with Vietnam’s authorities 
and agencies to promote the establishment of Saola 
Nature Reserve in Quang Nam, the Saola Nature Reserve in 
Thua Thien Hue and to extend Bach Ma National Park.

“The establishment of this new Saola Nature Reserve 
shows a strong commitment by the Vietnamese 
Government and Quang Nam Province in the conservation 
of this highly threatened endemic species,” said Ms. Tran 
Minh Hien, Country Director of WWF Vietnam.

“This new reserve will create a biodiversity corridor 
connecting the east of Vietnam to west side of Xe Sap 
National Park in Laos.”

Protection of the Saola population in this landscape is 
the highest priority for WWF and provincial authorities. 
Teams of WWF Forest Guards and FPD rangers are 
patrolling the nature reserves on a daily basis and have 
removed thousands of snares and destroyed many illegal 
hunting camps within the first few months of this new 
cooperative enforcement programme. 

The Saola Natural Reserve in Quang Nam is located in an 
area where the highest point is 1,298 meters characterised 
by narrow valleys and water falls which creates ideal 
habitat for Saola. The establishment of the Nature Reserve 
will promote the conservation of lowland tropical forest 
ecosystems in the Annamite mountains, which contain 
many globally threatened species.

“We believe that, with the guidance from the People’s 
Committee, related local Departments and the cooperation 
with WWF, the Management Board will carry out the 
Saola’s conservation well which will not only help improve 
the Saola’s survival but also have long term value in 
developing and maintaining the biodiversity of the area.” 
said Mr Dang Dinh Nguyen, Director of Quang Nam 
Provincial Forest Protection Department and also the 
Acting Director of the Saola Nature Reserved 

---------------
News and photo source: WWF
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Vietnam (March 18, 2011) - The Norwegian 
Government will fund $100 million to help 
Vietnam implement the second phase of the 

Programme on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation 
and Forest Degradation in Developing Countries (REDD). 
The information was released at a recent meeting 
between senior consultants from the Norwegian Agency 
for Development Cooperation (Norad) and leaders of 
the central highlands province of Lam Dong to review 
the programme’s outcomes. The second phase of the 
programme will be carried out in six other provinces in 
the next five years while the $4-million first phase have 
been carried out in two districts of Lam Ha and Di Linh in 
Lam Dong province since September 2009 with the aim 
to cut greenhouse emissions and deal with global climate 
change. The consultant group hailed initial results of REDD 
programme that the province has achieved, including 
attracting over 5,000 local people and organizing more 
than 80 community references in efforts to raise the public 
awareness of forest protection and greenhouse emission 
mitigation. Lam Dong province was selected for the 
programme because it has the largest forest coverage in 
the country and experience in implementing major forestry 
programmes. Vietnam is one of nine countries in the world 
chosen by the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) to implement the UN-REDD programme.

--------------
Source: Vietnam NGO Resource Centre

Norway to Fund $100 million 
for Vietnam Greenhouse 
Emission Reduction Program

regional news

First confirmed record and first breeding 
record of Indian Spotted Eagle Aquila hastata in 
Indochina

Indian Spotted Eagle  Aquila hastata was long treated 
as a subspecies of Lesser Spotted Eagle A. pomarina 
. However, Parry  et al. (2002) made the now widely 

accepted case for recognising resident populations of A.  
pomarina  in the Indian subcontinent specifically, A.  hastata, 
which was subsequently corroborated by a phylogenetic 
analysis based on mitochondrial DNA sequences (Väli 2006).

To date only Greater Spotted Eagle A. clanga has been 
confirmed in Cambodia, but A. hastata has been suspected 
to occur. Greater Spotted Eagle breeds from eastern Europe 
to eastern Russia and is a regular winter visitor to Cambodia 
(Thomas and Poole 2003, Robson 2008). Birds similar 
to Indian Spotted Eagle were seen and photographed in 
Cambodia in 2003 (Goes and Davidson 2003) and on several 
occasions since (J. C. Eames, J. Eaton, J. Pilgrim, P. Round, H. 
Wright  et al. pers. comm.), but due in part to doubt over 
the field identification, none of the observations has been 
published in a scientific journal. 

In mid-June 2009, a darkish eagle in juvenile plumage 
with fully feathered tarsi was found, with clipped wing 
feathers, in Thnal village, Prasat Balang District, Kampong 
Thom Province, Cambodia (12o59’10”N, 104o 56’47”E). 
According to the villagers who kept the eagle, it had been 
collected as a chick from a nest in deciduous forest nearby, 
in May 2008. We immediately identified the bird as a 
‘spotted eagle’ as it had rounded nostrils and extensive 
whitish spotting on the crown, scapulars and wing-coverts, 
but the specific identity was harder to establish due to the 
morphological similarities between spotted eagles. The 
bird was handed to officials of the Forestry Administration 

and subsequently transferred to the Angkor Centre for 
Conservation of Biodiversity (a wildlife rescue centre). 
For species confirmation, morphological features were 
examined and DNA testing undertaken (the latter also for 
sex determination). The bird was not suitable for release 
and at the time of writing remains alive at the centre. Read 
full article here.

--------------
Source: by  Handschuh, M.,  van  Zalinge, R.N.,  Olsson, U.,    
Phok, S., Hong, C., and Evans, T. D. 2011 First confirmed 
record and first breeding record of Indian Spotted Eagle 
Aquila hastata in Indochina. Bull B.O.C. 131 (2) 118-122.
Photo: Indian Spotted Eagle at Western Siem Pang Jonathan 
C. Eames
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November 24, 2010 - Some creatures are so stunningly 
beautiful that it seems a tragedy they should be 
allowed to vanish. The tiger is most certainly one 

of them. Yet despite years of effort, a complete ban on the 
trade in tiger parts (a trade that is punishable by death in 
China), and tens, if not hundreds, of millions of dollars, the 
tiger is on the brink of extinction. Reports have been written, 
eco-tourism ventures started, laws made, patrols increased 
and people living with tigers consulted. The results? Nada. 
Zip. Diddly squat.

The figures are telling. Over the past decade tiger numbers 
have fallen by 40%. Today there are no more than 3,200 wild 
tigers, down from 100,000 a century ago. They occupy 7% of 
their historic range, and three of the nine tiger subspecies 
are extinct: the Bali tiger, the Caspian tiger and the south 
China tiger. Worse, only 1,000 of the tigers out there are 
breeding females. And these are scattered thinly over 
13 nations, four of which no longer have viable breeding 
populations. 
Poaching is 
the greatest 
threat, 
followed by 
habitat loss. Around 1,000 tigers are known to have been 
killed for the illegal trade over the past decade and Traffic, 
a wildlife-trade monitor, views this as only a fraction of the 
total. 

One thing that everyone can agree on is that tiger 
conservation has failed. Despite this, countries meeting in 
St Petersburg for a tiger summit decided that the problem 
could be resolved with the same kinds of actions as in 
the past, only backed with more money. A recent study 
suggested that the cost of managing the remaining 18 sites 
in which tigers remain viable is around $82m a year—this 
includes the cost of law enforcement, wildlife monitoring, 
and community involvement. A shortfall of $35m was 
mentioned. At the summit, it was declared that $350m 
will be needed over the next five years.  Most of this was 

pledged as the summit ended. 
Whether all this largess will be enough to negate the 

huge economic incentive to poach tigers is moot. Poaching 
is driven by the trade ban itself and a black-market value of 
around $50,000 (£32,000) for a whole tiger. Look at the tiger 
another way: as a roaming pile of banknotes worth at least 
$50,000 in large, wild and lawless places such as Russia, 
China and India. Is $350m either enough, or a sensible 
amount to spend? Assuming that each of the remaining 
tigers is worth $50,000, this means the world has about 
$200m worth of tigers roaming wild. The world is now asked 
to spend $350m on a plan that even if it were to work, 
would only protect the tiger for the next five years. What 
happens after that?

As tiger-conservation expert Kirsten Conrad explains 
neatly in an interview on the Mongabay website, 35 years 
of a trade ban has failed because demand for tiger is price 
inelastic - a point The Economist has been trying to make for 

some time. People 
will buy tiger, even 
if the price goes 
up. Increasing the 
amount of money 

spent on enforcement may, therefore, simply not work.  

The solution is to breed tigers, sell them and use 
the revenue to pay for wild tiger conservation and re-
introductions in perpetuity. The Chinese are already good 
at breeding tigers. The precedent for a controlled trade is 
a good one. The American alligator was almost driven to 
extinction by hunting, but a combination of farming and 
protection, that was gradually relaxed, means that today 
around 30,000 wild alligators can be killed each year in 
Louisiana (the main home of the American alligator) and 
the population is still growing. These, together with farmed 
animals (farms must also contribute financially to the wild 
population) generate $20m in revenue for the state every 
year. 

The American alligator population is in rude health, 
as landowners have financial incentives to conserve and 
protect alligators and their habitat in the long term (most 
alligator habitat is in private hands). This is the only kind of 
setup that has a chance of saving the tiger. But the world 
finds it hard to sanction the killing of such a cute animal, 
and therefore seems destined only to repeat its mistakes. So 
the alligator thrives, while the tiger struggles. Ironic that the 
world can figure out how to save something as unloved as 
the alligator, while the tiger may be doomed simply because 
it is loved too much. And that is what is up with the world’s 
biggest pussycat.

--------------
Source: http://www.economist.com
Photo: Tiger cub behind bars at tiger farm. Photo by Eric 
Conrad.

regional news

What’s up pussycat?
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April 8, 201 - In a huge reversal, 
Cambodian Prime Minister  Hun Sen 
has announced that a strip mine 

previously approved in the heart of an 
elephant corridor in the Southern Cardamom 
Mountains will not go forward.

On Friday morning, the Council of 
Ministers—essentially the executive branch 
of the Cambodian government—met in a full 
session. According to a press release issued 
after that meeting, Prime Minister Hun Sen 
addressed the full session and announced 
that a 4,400 hectare titanium mine would not 
be permitted to go ahead.

“Due to the concerns of the impact on 
the environment, biodiversity and local 
livelihoods [Prime Minister] Hun Sen has 
announced to not permit the titanium 
mining operation that is located in Koh Kong 
province,” the press release read.

Wildlife Alliance has been combating this 
titanium mine proposed by United Khmer 
Group since the very beginning. In addition to 
being located in dense evergreen rainforest, 
the strip mine was directly in the midst of a 
thriving eco-tourism project we started by 
Wildlife Alliance in 2007. The government 
originally approved the mine in February of 
this year, so this latest announcement came 
as a welcome surprise.

“We are elated by the decision of Prime 
Minister Hun Sen. It is incredibly encouraging 
to see that the prime minister has looked so 
deeply into this proposed titanium mine and 
taken the effort to weigh the consequences 
that this project would have on the rainforest 
and the local people,” said Wildlife Alliance 
CEO Suwanna Gauntlett. “United Khmer 

Group had promised staggering revenues 
for the government, and we applaud the 
courageous decision of the prime minister 
to see the greater value of the forest as it 
currently stands.”

United Khmer Group had projected 
revenues of more than $1.3 billion for the 
mine despite having never done a scientific 
analysis of the proposed mining area. If it had 
been allowed to go ahead with the strip mine 
it was questionable as to whether it would be 
profitable. But it is certain that it would have 
had disastrous effects on the community of 
Chi Phat and the eco-tourism project Wildlife 
Alliance and the local people have developed.

Chi Phat’s natural beauty has been the 
subject of numerous international articles 
in recent months, including a large write-up 
in the New York Times. But all this attention 
would have been for naught if the Chi Phat’s 
trails and scenic waterfalls had been replaced 
by mining pits and industrial runoff.

Prime Minister Hun Sen’s decision today is 
a major victory for conservation in one of the 
largest contiguous rainforests in Southeast 
Asia, but threats persist. Not too far away 
from the proposed mine, an Australian firm 
is looking to set up a banana plantation 
that would sever the elephant corridor. But 
after seeing this responsible move by the 
Cambodian government today, we are moving 
forward more confident that the cause of 
conservation and sustainable development 
can come out on top in that struggle as well.

----------------
Source: Wildlife Alliance

iba news

Titanium Mine in Cardamom Mountains Denied

Bac Kan, Vietnam (April 30, 2011) - Ba 
Be Lake in the national park of the 
same name, is slowly being filled up 

with rock and earth from the exploitation 
of iron ore.

The lake, considered to be an important 
part of the cultural heritage of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), is in the northern province of Bac 
Kan.

It is listed as one of 20 significant 
lakes in the world that need protection, 
according to the International Conference 
on Lakes held in the United States in 
1995. Professor Chu Hao, former Deputy 
Minister of Science, Technology and 
Environment, said if no measures were 
taken to prevent the destruction of the 
lake, it would be lost in a few decades. 
Poet Duong Thuan, whose home is in Bac 
Kan Province, said Ba Be Lake initially 
included six lakes connected to each other. 
However, in the past 40 years, three of 
them have been filled up. These were Pe 
Tau Lake in Cao Thuong Commune, Pe Vai 
and Pe Nan lakes in Khang Ninh Commune. 
Thuan said the Pe Leng, one of the three 
remaining lakes, was also being filled 
up and two-thirds of its area had been 
swallowed. Apart from the exploitation 
of iron ore, residents living along the 
lake valleys cut down trees and forests to 
create fields. This enables flash flooding to 
sweep soil, rock, leaves and rubbish into 
the lakes in the National Park. Recently, 32 
residents in Dong Lac Commune, Cho Don 
District, sent a letter to local authorities 

saying that the iron-ore exploitation in 
Khuoi Giang rivulet seriously affected 
their source of pure water and residents’ 
cultivation areas.

Their protest comes as it is learned 
that two more iron-ore mining areas will 
be opened. Documents about the lakes 
filling-up and parameters about their 
pollution are being completed by the 
Ba Be Lake Lovers’ Association. “When 
the documents are completed, we will 
ask the Prime Minister to take proper 
measures,” said poet Thuan, a member 
of the Ba Be Lake Lovers’ Association. 
Meanwhile, the chairman of the Bac Kan 
People’s Committee, Hoang Ngoc Duong, 
said that the committee, in co-ordination 
with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development and the Ministry of Forestry, 
was planting forests to try and prevent 
erosion polluting the lakes.

“We will also create ‘stairs’ on Nam 
Cuong River to collect mud which can be 
used to prevent erosion along the river 
banks,” he said. The committee also called 
for proper punishment of enterprises 
polluting the environment.  

-----------------
Source: Vietnam News

Sedimentation of lake in Ba Be National Park
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Rare toad pops up in parkLam Dong province, Vietnam (April 6, 2011) -  A species of toad never before seen in Vietnam has 
been found in Bidoup-Nui Ba National Park in the Central Highlands Province of Lam Dong.
A group of scientists from the Australian Museum, the HCM City University of Natural Sciences, 

and the North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences found the toad between 1,558-1,900m above 
sea-level on the Langbian Plateau in Lam Dong Province.
The eastern spadefoot toad Leptobrachium leucops is nocturnal, 4.5 cm long and has partly white 
pupils, ridges on its skin and several stripes on its four limbs. The forelegs don’t have membranes. 
The megophryid frog genus Leptolalax is a relatively recently described genus of about 29 species in 
Asia that often inhabit the forest floor near rocky streams in hilly topography, covered with evergreen 
forest.
 There has been a rapid increase in the number of known Leptolalax species in recent years, with 21 
of the known species described in the past two decades. Eleven species have been reported from 
Indochina and all but two of those also have been reported from Vietnam. Vietnamese Leptolalax 
are known to exist in the suitable habitat in northern and central Vietnam, and records to date show 
their southernmost  habitats to be in the Kon Tum Plateau. 
The same team recently discovered a new species of Rhacophorus vampyrus or Vampire Tree Frogs in 
the same national park after several field studies from 2008 to 2010.
---------------
Source: Vietnam News and Vietnam Net

Tram Chim National Park nominated as Ramsar site

Dong Thap province, Vietnam (April 14, 2011) - The Government has given a nod to the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment’s plan to register Tram Chim National 
Park in the Ramsar list of wetlands of international importance. The national park, 

located in Tam Nong district, the Mekong Delta province of Dong Thap, is among the eight bird 
reserves in Vietnam. With a system of swamps, grassy areas and criss-crossing canals, the 7,500 
ha park is an ideal habitat for 231 species of birds, of which 12 species are listed in Vietnam’s 
Red Book of rare and threatened species, 130 species of plants, 100 vertebrates and 55 species 
of fresh water fish. According to scientists, Tram Chim National Park meets eight out of nine 
standards of the Ramsar convention on wetlands.

--------------
Source: Vietnam Net
Photo: Sarus crane in Tram Chim National Park. Nguyen Van Hung
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 Rarest of the rare

Red Panda Ailurus fulgens

The Red Panda (top left) was photographed on Mount Ma Jed, near Mount 
Imawbun on 19 March 2005. The two Red Panda skins stretched on a fence 
were photographed at Kinche on Mount Imawbun on 11 March 2006.  The 

hunter with a freshly shot Red Panda was photographed on Mount Ma Jed on 27 
January 2007.  These records suggest that the Red Panda is still relatively common 
and widespread in the Imawbun Range, Kachin State, Myanmar.  

-----------------
Photos: Jonathan C. Eames
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Project updates 

The Critical Ecosystem Partnership 
Fund (www.cepf.net) is a joint 

initiative of l’Agence Française 
de Développement, Conservation 
International, the Global Environment 
Facility, the Government of Japan, the 
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation, and the World Bank. A 
fundamental goal is to ensure civil society 
is engaged in biodiversity conservation.

CEPF began a $9.5 million five year 
investment plan in Indochina in July 2008, 
in partnership with BirdLife International, 
who provide the Regional Implementation 
Team (www.birdlifeindochina.org/
cepf). As the RIT in Indochina, BirdLife 
International will: raise awareness of 
CEPF; solicit grant applications and 
assist organisations to make applications; 
review applications; give small grants and 
jointly make decisions with CEPF on large 
grants; and monitor and evaluate progress 
with the investment strategy.

CEPF-RIT Updates PROJECT UPDATeS

So far, after three years into a five-year programme of CEPF 
investment in the Indo-Burma Hotspot, 44 large grants and 52 
small grants have been made in the region. In total, over US $ 

9.4 million has now been contracted. The list of funded projects and 

map showing their locations is available here. In this quarter, two 
more small grants and six large grants were made.

Tran Thanh Huong, CEPF-RIT Administrator
With thanks to all grantees who provided information 

for this update.

New large grants

Organisation Project title Project 
location

Total 
grant 
(US$)

Start date End date

Cambodian Rural Development 
Team

Sustainable Development to Support Wise Use and Conservation of 
the Wetland Ramsar Site in Stung Treng, Cambodia Cambodia 80,016 1-Apr-11 31-Mar-13

International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

Conserving Biodiversity and Sustaining Livelihoods along the Me-
kong River in Luang Phrabang, Xayabouri and Vientiane Provinces, 
Laos

Laos 248,248 1-May-11 30-Jun-13

Wildlife Conservation Society

Conservation of tiger and prey populations by improved monitoring 
of tiger and prey population to assess the success of management 
interventions in the Nam Et-Phou Louey National Protected Area, 
Lao PDR

Laos 49,810 1-Jun-11 30-Jun-12

Center for People and Nature 
Reconciliation

Securing Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services in Vietnam Through 
Analyzing Development Policies and promoting good governance of 
natural resources

Vietnam 204,000 1-Apr-11 31-Mar-13

Fauna and Floral Internationa
Mitigating Transboundary Illegal Wildlife Trade in Central Vietnam 
to Protect 16 CEPF Priority Species in Nakai Nam Theun National 
Protected Area, Lao PDR

Vietnam 124,981 1-Apr-11 31-Mar-13

Traffic International Developing a Model for the Sustainable Wild Collection of Medicinal 
Plants through the Implementation of FairWild in Vietnam Vietnam 79,962 1-Jun-11 31-May-12

New small grants

Organisation Project title Project 
location

Total grant 
(US$) Start date End date

Royal University of Phnom Penh 
(RUPP)

Community based protection and monitoring of threatened bird 
biodiversity in Sekong River IBA (Koh Thbeng island and sur-
rounding area)

Cambodia 19,999 1 May 2011 30 Jun 2012

Bird Conservation Society of 
Thailand (BCST)

Developing a Conservation Data Management Tool for the Inner 
Gulf of Thailand Thailand 20,000 1 Sep 2011 31 Aug 2012
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PROJECT UPDATeS

Third National Advisory Group meetings

In June, BirdLife  organised three National 
Advisory Group meetings in Lao PDR (8 June), 
Cambodia (10 June) and Vietnam (13 June). 

In each country, representatives from 
donors (the World Bank, GEF, l’Agence 
Française de Développement), government 
agencies (Ministries of Environment), 
international and national civil society 
organisations participated in the meetings. 

Jonathan C. Eames,  presented progress to 
date and key plans for the coming year.  The 
mid-term assessment results and granting 
outcomes following the third call for Letters 
of Inquiry were presented. Useful discussion 
was had on the mechanisms for project 
monitoring and evaluation. 

BirdLife informed the National Advisory 
Groups of the forthcoming World Bank 
supervision mission from June 14th – 18th in 
Vietnam and the proposal to update the Indo-
Burma Ecosystem Profile.

World Bank supervision mission to Vietnam

From 14th to 18th June 2011, three 
representatives from the World Bank, Senior 
Biodiversity Specialist Ms Claudia Sobrevila, 
Valerie Hickey  and Karen Azeez, Douglas 
J. Graham, Environment Coordinator for 
Vietnam and CEPF Grant Director Jack Tordoff 
undertook a supervision mission to Vietnam.

 The occasion provided an opportunity 
for an update on project progress. They 
visited a number of grantees including Fauna 
and Flora International, People Resources 
and Conservation Foundation, People and 
Nature Reconciliation (PanNature) and met a 
representative from the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environment – the Global 
Environment Facility Focal Point in Vietnam. 

On 16 June, the group visited Ba Be 
National Park in Bac Kan Province where they 
were updated by a PanNature staff about the 
organisation’s media work in the area and 
other project activities. They were able to see 
the threats to the lake, reported elsewhere 
in this issue, first hand. On the same day, the 
team saw tiger and bear body parts for sale 
in a local restaurant in Ra market township, 
about 15 kilometres from Ba Be National 

National Advisory Group meeting in Vietnam. 
National Advisory Group meeting in Lao P.D.R.

The team on Ba Be Lake A training on communication skills to develop 
eco-tourism in Na Hang town 

Water flow changes after constructing a hydro-
power plant in Na Hang 

This area in Na Hang used to be covered by for-
ests

Park. This is covered in the below article 
by PanNature several days later (www.
thiennhien.net).

The following day, a visit was paid to the 
Center for Water Resources Conservation 
and Development (WARECOD) project site 
on community fisheries along the Gam River 
in Na Hang Province. The group observed 
a training provided by the Center on eco-
tourism communications skills to local 

fishermen.
--------
Photos: BirdLife International in Indochina
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Thien Nhien.Net (June 29, 2011) - While the authorities, 
international and local wildlife protection organizations are 
making every effort to carry out campaigns, protect, and 

conserve rare wildlife species; across the country, many wild animals 
are killed every day and those stores trading in wildlife products that 
are still operating freely and beyond the law. 

At the roundabout in the centre of Cho Ra town, Ba Be, Bac Kan 
Province, a few steps away from Ba Be district’s bus station, there 
is a store specializing in trading of products made from rare wild 
animals such as bear, cobra, pangolins, monitor lizards, and deer.

Locals said that the store has existed for many years, meeting 
customers’ demands for meat products from wildlife, medicinal 
wine jars containing wildlife. 

  The store owner advertises that: “If you want wildlife meat, for 
example, porcupine, deer, civets and birds, any kind is available. 
They are all taken from Ba Be forest.”

 At the store, we found a lot of wildlife in wine jars, for example, 
heads and limbs of bears, cobra, and deer stomachs. In addition, 
bone balm from various wild animals is also traded openly here.

 How can such a store trading products from protected wildlife 
exist in the centre of Ba Be District and operate freely and beyond 
the law? 

The following photographs were taken at the store by Thien 
Nhien.Net.  

-----------
Original article in Vietnamese can be read on Thiennhien.Net
Translation into English: World Bank Vietnam
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World Bank team observes 
wildlife trade first-hand 

Hoang Bao Yen 

http://www.thiennhien.net/2011/06/29/cong-khai-buon-ban-cac-san-pham-dong-vat-hoang-da/


PROJECT UPDATeS

People Resources and Conservation 
Foundation (www.prcfoundation.
org): Strengthening community 

conservation of priority sites within the Ba 
Be / Na Hang Limestone Forest Complex, 
northern Vietnam (June 2010 – May 2012).

Two globally threatened primate species 
and an endangered bird species are the 
major focus of the People Resources 
and Conservation Foundation’s (PRCF) 
community conservation programs under 
this CEPF-funded project based in northern 

Vietnam.
The region is characterized by steep 

limestone karst formations, flat-bottomed 
valleys and isolated fragments of original 
forest cover. Full of conservation hotspots, 
the area has suffered significant biodiversity 
and ecosystem degradation.

Small populations of the two flagship 
primate species, Francois’ Langur and Tonkin 
Snub-nosed Monkey (TSNM), are threatened 
by habitat destruction, hunting and trade. 

Few of the endangered bird species, the 
White-eared Night Heron (WENH), have 

ever been seen and reported. And although 
there have been recent sightings, very little is 
known about the species in Vietnam. 

The first phase of this project has 
identified new groups of animals and critical 
habitat zones. Community awareness and 
education programs, an important part of 
the project, have encouraged local people 
to participate in all aspects of planning, 
implementation, monitoring and evaluation. 

Francois’ Langur 
In May 2011 PRCF field staff located four 

new groups of Francois’ Langur in the Lam 
Binh forest area, Tuyen Quang Province, 
northeastern Vietnam. One group had more 
than 20 animals.

This discovery brings the total number of 
confirmed groups to six. Local communities, 
however, have provided PRCF with detailed 
reports about the existence of two other 
groups. Recent evidence of cave occupation 
was also recorded: in all, over 25 active 
sleeping caves were located. 

Counts so far indicate around 73 animals, a 
number surpassing expectations: 70 animals 
were estimated back in 2003. Unfortunately 
the PRCF team also confirmed that eight 
Langurs were killed in 2010 by hunters, so at 
this rate of loss per annum these groups are 
in serious danger. 

The discovery of Francois’ Langur in the 
Lam Binh Forest area confirms previous 
findings that this area has the most 
significant Francois’ Langur population in 
Vietnam. Only China has a higher population 
of Francois’ Langur than Vietnam—generally 
in areas better protected than locations in 
Vietnam. 

Threat assessments have identified three 
Francois’ Langur critical habitat zones within 
the Lam Binh Forest Area; urgent on-ground 
conservation activities are needed in these 
zones.

Tonkin Snub-nosed Monkey 
Field surveys conducted in Na Hang Nature 

Reserve from September to November 
2010 identified one group of Tonkin Snub-
nosed Monkey (TSNM) in the northern Tat 
Ke sector of the reserve and three groups in 
the southern Ban Bung sector —with around 
20–26 animals in total. 

The species was thought by many 
scientists to be locally extirpated, so this 

François’ Langur mother and baby. Note the tall ladder on left (local people use ladders to climb 
up to a cave entrance and capture François’ Langur). 
Photo source: Thach Mai Hoang (PRCF) Dec 2010

Conservation awareness-rasing poster on 
Francois’ Langur conservation (PRCF)
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discovery is a real boost to the survival of 
TSNM. The total known global population is 
now around 150 individual animals; to date 
these have only been found in Vietnam. 

Threats
During primate surveys, PRCF conducted 

threats assessments using the Margoluis 
& Salafsky (2001) methodology to rank 
threats to the target primate species and 
their habitat. 

The major threats to these two flagship 
primate species are:
• hunting for food and traditional 

medicine
• illegal logging in critical habitat areas

• livestock grazing in the forest.

Some restaurants still buy and sell 
‘monkey meat’. Livestock grazing limits 
natural regeneration of the forest due to 
preferential grazing of small tasty leaves.

New conservation awareness-raising 
materials have been produced and 
distributed among local communities 
living inside or in the buffer zone of Na 
Hang Nature Reserve and the Lam Binh 
Forest Area. These materials included 
an information postcard on TSNM and 
an A0 sized poster on Francois’ Langur 
conservation. 

White-eared Night Heron
A preliminary White-eared Night Heron 

(WENH) field survey has been conducted in 
the buffer zone of South Xuan Lac Species 
Habitat Conservation Area (SHCA) and 
Ba Be National Park in western Bac Kan 
Province, a mountainous area in north-
eastern Vietnam. A highlight was the 
discovery of three active nests at Ba Be 
National Park.

PRCF recently completed the first year of 
a two-year nest protection program. As part 
of this program, the PRCF team produced 
and distributed a WENH nest protection 
awareness-raising poster, established a nest 
protection hotline and conducted training 
for nest protectors.

The first year of the nest protection 
program was implemented at Ban Ho 
village, Xuan Lac Commune. Three nests 
were located: One nest was successful with 
three birds fledging; the other two nests 
were disturbed and abandoned by parent 
birds before the protection program could 
start at these locations. This abandonment 
was attributed to the close interface 
between critical WENH habitat, human 
habitation and forest use.

Key future activities
Key activities planned for the next phase 

of the project include:
• preparation of community-defined 

species conservation action plans for 
Francois’ Langur and TSNM

• completion of a participatory natural 
resource inventory inside South Xuan Lac 
SHCA

• preparation of a WENH conservation 
management plan for Ba Be National 
Park.

--------
By Brenda Mattick, Communications 
Volunteer, PRCF

Female Tonkin Snub-nosed Monkey. Photo source: Le Khac Quyet (FFI).

Strengthening community conservation........(cont.)

PROJECT UPDATeS

Snub-nosed Monkey conservation postcard 
(PRCF)
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The Saola Working Group (SWG), of the IUCN 
(International Union for Conservation of Nature)/
Species Survival Commission (SSC) Asian Wild 

Cattle Specialist Group, recently gathered for its 2nd 
meeting. The meeting, themed “Priorities for Success”, 
was held in late April in Vinh and Hue, Vietnam.

Following on from the 1st SWG meeting hosted in 
Vientiane by IUCN Lao PDR in 2009, two sessions were 
convened, with SWG members first meeting at Vinh 
University, followed by a larger three-day workshop 
in Hue, recognizing that Saola conservation requires a 
strongly collaborative effort.

Described in 1993 from central Vietnam, the 
Saola Pseudoryx nghetinhensis was one of the most 
spectacular zoological discoveries the 20th century. 
Saola is endemic to the Annamite Mountains of 
Lao PDR and Vietnam, and since its discovery, it has 
declined to a status of Critically Endangered (2010 IUCN 
Red List), due mainly to intense hunting in its range. 
Saola is now one of the most endangered mammals in 
Asia, akin only to the two Southeast Asian rhinoceroses.

The meeting provided an opportunity to gain 
feedback on the draft “Saola Conservation Projects 
Portfolio”, as well as to review research on Saola, 
focused on moving forward with trials of a method to 
detect Saola in the field (such as using trained dung 
detection dogs), and learning more about basic aspects 
of Saola life history and behavior through a telemetry 
study.

A valuable discussion on improving protection at 
key sites took protected area managers through: 
identification of the types and levels of protection they 
have in place now; the standard of protection that is 

likely required to conserve Saola; and how to bridge 
any gaps. Contract rangers in a new Hue Saola Nature 
Reserve are a potential model for achieving improved 
protection for Saola throughout the region. A highlight 
of the meeting was the chance to meet some of the 
new and very active forest guards of this recently 
established Nature Reserve.

Part of the IUCN Asian Wild Cattle Specialist Group, 
under the SSC, the Saola Working Group seeks to 
advance conservation of the saola in nature through 
an exchange of information, ideas and encouragement, 
and the collaborative promotion of sound research and 
priority conservation actions.

The meeting was hosted by the Vinh University 
Department of Zoology, WWF-Vietnam and Thua Thien-
Hue Province. Participants included representatives 
of provincial and national Governments in Vietnam 
and Lao PDR, of most protected areas in the Saola’s 
range, academic institutions such as Vinh University, 
the Institute of Ecology and Biological Resources (IEBR), 
the Centre for Natural Resources and Environmental 
Studies (CRES) in Vietnam and the Smithsonian 
Conservation Biology Institute and Cambridge 
University, as well as international organizations 
like IUCN, the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), 
Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), Critical Ecosystem 
Partnership Fund (CEPF), BirdLife International, Fauna & 
Flora International (FFI) and the European Association 
of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA).

------------------
Source: IUCN
 

Priorities for Success: 2nd Meeting of the Saola 
Working Group wraps up in Vietnam

Policy Review is 
a publication of 
People and Nature 

Reconciliation (PanNature) 
covering natural resources, 
the environment and 
sustainable development 
in Vietnam. Each quarter, 
we manage to update 
and provide relevant 
information to organizations 
and individuals who are 
interested in the making, 
drafting, promulgation and 
enforcement processes of 
Vietnam’s natural resources 
and environmental laws 
and policies. The Policy 
Review will be published in 
Vietnamese and English. 

During the first quarter of 2011, there were 42 legal documents 
related to the natural resources and environment sector promulgated 
or put into effect. These documents focus on institution and finance 
in the natural resources and environment sector; environmental 
management and environmental pollution; forest management; 
biodiversity; mineral resource management; water resource 
management; and climate change. 

Download Policy Review Quarter 1/2011 in Vietnamese and English.
Quarter 2/2011 in Vietnamese (and the English version is coming 

soon).
-------------
Source: People and Nature Reconciliation

Vietnam Policy Quarterly Review

olicy Review is a publication of People and 
Nature Reconciliation (PanNature) cover-

ing natural resources, the environment and sus-
tainable development in Vietnam. Each quarter, 
we manage to update and provide relevant infor-
mation to organizations and individuals who are 
interested in the making, dra�ing, promulgation 
and enforcement processes of Vietnam’s natural 
resources and environmental laws and policies. 

�e Policy Review will be pub-
lished in Vietnamese and English. 
We will provide  a limited number of 
hard-copies to interested organiza-
tions and individuals. Preferably, we 
will send the  electronic version to 
those who sign up for our newsle�ers 
via email. Furthermore, the Policy Review will be 
posted on PanNature’s website for public access. 

During the �rst quarter of 2011, there were 42 legal 
documents related to the natural resources and envi-
ronment sector promulgated or put into e�ect. �ese 
documents focus on institution and �nance in the natu-
ral resources and environment sector; environmental 
management and environmental pollution; forest man-
agement; biodiversity; mineral resource management; 
water resource management; and climate change. 

We hope to receive feedback, suggestions and 
comments regarding this edition so 
that we can improve the quality of our 
next newsle�er. PanNature is also will-
ing to publish articles, policy analysis, 
and discussion concerning natural 
resources-environment-sustainable 
development issues from readers in 

our newsle�er, as well as on our daily news website 
�ienNhien.Net.

P

PEOPLE AND NATURE RECONCILIATION  
NO.1, QUARTER I/2011POLICY REVIEW

Quarterly

Foreword

Forest governance

Environmental pollution 
and management

Institution - Finance 

Highlights

List of legal documents 
in Quarter I/2011

1 2 4 5 6 8

Natural Resources    Environment    Sustainable Development 

F OREWORD 

Photo: PanNature
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Wildlife Conservation Society (www.wcs.org) Building 
Awareness and Capacity to reduce the Illegal Cross-Border 
Trade Of Wildlife From Vietnam To China

In March the project supported a unique inter-agency 
workshop on strengthening control of Transnational Wildlife 
Crime from Vietnam to China co-hosted by the Vietnam 

Administration of Forestry, the CITES Management Authority 
and National Forest Protection Department. It represents 
the first and largest gathering of delegates from all related 
ministries and international organizations. The government 
officials were from: Vietnam Administration of Forestry 
(MARD), CITES Management Authority, Forest Protection 
Department Region 1, Biodiversity Conservation Agency 
(MONRE), Market Control Department (MoIT), Custom Anti-
Smuggling Investigation Department (MoF), Environmental 
Police Department (MPS), Drug Criminal Control Department 
of Vietnam’s Defense Force (MoD), and the Supreme People’s 
Procuracy (National Assembly). Provincial representatives from 
Quang Ninh, Lang Son and Hai Phong were all present and 
international organizations including Interpol and ASEAN-WEN 
Secretariat. The workshop provided a platform for central level 
agencies to lobby their provincial counterparts to strengthen 
wildlife crime enforcement efforts and an opportunity for 
provincial to Central dialogue on resource and policy limitations 
they face. During the workshop delegates discussed a 10-point 
plan to address transnational wildlife crimes in Hai Phong, 
Quang Ninh and Lang Son that is currently moving towards full 
endorsement across all agencies.  

Another project implemented by the Wildlife Conservation 
Society entitled “Leverage support from Vietnamese corporate 
sector to reduce illegal consumption of protected threatened 
species”

WCS have continued their “Go For Zero” campaign with 
FPT and have published three articles for their internal media 
that reach 2,000 FPT staff on wildlife trade and human health. 
The articles have received dozens of positive comments and 
feedback from FPT staff and we will continue this approach in 
the coming period.  

------------
Source: WCS Vietnam Programme

June 16, 2011, Cuc Phuong National Park, Ninh Binh 
– On 16-17 Jun 2011, Vietnam Administration of 
Forestry in cooperation with the Department of 

Animal Health and the Wildlife Conservation Society 
(WCS) held a workshop on management of seized wildlife.

This was the first workshop on management of seized 
wildlife ever been held in Vietnam. The workshop 
attracted participation of more than 50 officers working in 
conservation field such as Forest Protection Department 
(FPD), Department of Animal Health (DAH) and 
Quarantine Department in central level and in provinces 
which are the hotspots for wildlife trading such as Quang 
Ninh, Hai Phong, Lang Son, Ninh Binh, Thanh Hoa. The 
trainers were experts from Cuc Phuong National Park, 
Carnivore and Pangolin Conservation Program, Cuc 
Phuong Turtle Rescue Center, Cuc Phuong Primates 
Rescue Center, Soc Son Rescue Center and other related 
international organizations.  

“Wildlife in the trade are commonly very weak and 
susceptible in a new environment, posing potential 
threats of spreading infectious diseases to both 
livestock and humans. Research show that about 70% 
of infectious diseases in human originated from wild 
animals,” said Dr Leanne Clark, a veterinarian from WCS.

In recent decades, the world has seen and suffered 
from negative impacts of many diseases originated 
from wildlife such as HIV/AIDS, SARS, avian influenza, 
brain/lung worms, etc. Legal and illegal wildlife trade 
and wildlife farming, especially international trade of 
wildlife, are identified as some of the causes to the 
transmission of zoonotic diseases to livestocks and 
human due to constant change and diversity of hosts. 
These potential diseases first affect traders, farmers, 

consumers and manangement officers like forest rangers 
or veterinarians and further can create a disease outbreak 
to the community.

“The cooperation among FPD, DAH and other agencies 
in management of wildlife farming, transporting, 
slaughtering, rescuing and disease surveillance has 
been weak. This workshop is an oppportunity to discuss 
and find out solutions to improve the cooperation 
and consistent implementation between agencies in 
promulgating regulations, organizing trainings and 
communication enhancement,” said Dr Pham Van Dong, 
Vice Director of DAH.

Dr Ha Cong Tuan, Vice Director of Vietnam 
Administration of Forestry insisted, “People must be 

Urgent solutions needed for management of 
seized wildlife

More than 50 participants from central and provincial agencies 
and many national and international experts joins the workshop. 
Photo: WCS VN
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responsible for protecting wildlife, preventing illegal 
wildlife trade and controlling potential diseases 
originated from wildlife. The workshop is a place to 
share experiences in wildlife rescue management 
according to law as well as veterinary care techniques 
among the central and local agencies and the national 
and international experts.”

With key objectives of improving wildlife health 
management in order to reduce the potential risk 
to livestocks, wildlife and human health, as well as 
maximizing the benefits for conservation, the workshop 
contents focused on health and conservation aspects 
in the processes of handling and taking care of 
seized wildlife, disease surveillance and cooperation 
mechanism.

This workshop is a component of the project “Building 
Awareness and Capacity to Reduce the Illegal Cross-
Border Trade of Wildlife from Vietnam to China” 
conducted by WCS with funding from GEF (Global 
Environment Fund) and CEPF (Critical Ecosystem 
Partnership Fund).

---------
Source: WCS Vietnam Programme

Urgent solutions....(cont.) Rangers improve knowledge of wildlife

PROJECT UPDATeS

In the past 10 years, Vietnam has become a hotspot in the illegal wildlife trade network in Asia, including China which is the 
main market and consumes most of wildlife products from Vietnam. The situation calls for the need to urgently improve 
wildlife species identification skill of government agencies such as Forest Protection Department (FPD), Customs and Border 

Army who directly fight wildlife crimes along the border.
On 9-10 June, 2011 FPD region I in cooperation with the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) held the training course 

“Wildlife species identification skill” with the participation of more than 40 officials from Lang Son FPD, Hai Phong FPD, 
Mong Cai Customs, Quang Ninh Border Army and FPD Region I to improve their skill in identifying ungulates, birds, primate, 
carnivores, turtles and other products of wildlife.

The trainers were wildlife experts and professors in conservation from Hanoi University of Sciences, Carnivore and Pangolin 
Conservation Program (CPCP), Asian Turtle Program (ATP) and WCS.

“Wildlife species identification skill, along with knowledge on law, is a crucial skill for the officials to combat wildlife crimes. 
This training course provides them with a great deal of useful information and I hope that many other training courses like this 
will be held for all border provinces, not just limited to three provinces Quang Ninh, Lang Son, Hai Phong”.

This training course is an activity of the project “Building Awareness and Capacity to Reduce the Illegal Cross-Border Trade of 
Wildlife from Vietnam to China” funded by CEPF and GEF.

------------
Source: WCS Vietnam Programme

 Trainees from FPD, Customs and Border Army. Photo: WCS VN Wildlife specimens in the training. Photo: WCS VN
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Cleveland Zoological Society (CZS) - Asian Turtle Program (ATP) www.
ClevelandZooSociety.org ;  www.asianturtleprogram.org “Awareness and Research 
Conservation Program for Swinhoe’s Soft-Shell Turtle in Vietnam”

During March 2011 the Asian Turtle Program of Cleveland Metroparks Zoo ran an 
art competition with its local partner Education for Nature Vietnam (ENV) in schools 
surrounding the only known wild habitat of the giant Swinhoe’s softshell turtle Rafetus 
swinhoei in northern Vietnam. The competition focused on 10 schools around Dong Mo 
Lake where the species was confirmed in the wild for the first time in 2007. One of only 
four animals known in the world the turtle confirmed in Dong Mo makes the site the only 
known wild habitat for the species and a priority for conservation efforts.

While the competition was running a second Rafetus swinhoei in Hanoi’s Hoan Kiem 
Lake also made international headlines when the sacred animal became sick and required 
capturing for veterinary treatment. A 15th century legend relating to the turtle species in 
Hanoi mean this animal is known throughout Vietnam as a sacred creature which when 
seen signals good fortune for Vietnam. Unfortunately hunting and habitat loss in recent 
decades has resulted in the species almost entirely disappearing since the 1980’s when 
populations of the species could be found in northern Vietnam and southern China.

The events of the turtle rescue in Hanoi could clearly be seen in many of the over 
3,200 pieces of artwork submitted to the competition. On the 6th of May 2011 an award 
ceremony at Kim Son primary school to celebrate the art competition and hopefully some 
budding conservationist too. More artwork can be seen here.

Second annual “Turtle Cup” football match held for Dong Mo Lake in Vietnam

On 24th of April 2011 the Asian Turtle Program (ATP) of Cleveland Metroparks Zoo 
organized the second annual Turtle Football Cup in Dong Mo stadium Nghia Son village of 
Son Tay district, Hanoi.

Four local teams played to raise awareness for the critically endangered Swinhoe’s 
Softshell Turtle. The species is known to occur in Dong Mo Lake and is recognized as one 
of the world most endangered animals of which only four animals are known to existence 
globally.

Known in Vietnam as the Hoan Kiem turtle the species is of significant cultural 
importance due to 15th century legend about a mystical turtle living in Hoan Kiem Lake in 
Hanoi.

Presentations made between the matches highlighted the need for community support 
for protection of the Dong Mo turtle and the lake it lives so future generations can see 
the living legend. With over 100 spectators from surrounding villages came to support the 
players. Following 19 goals the final was played between the Youth Union team of Kim Dai 
I village against the Farmer and Fisherman team of Nghia Son II. The farmer and fisherman 
team were victorious this year and will return in 2012 to defend their title.

Pham Van Thong the ATP field officer who has works full time to conserve to protect the 
species described the situation “we’re down to the last few animals of this species now, 
every single one counts towards the survival of the species and the legend. We play today 
to win the match we need to work together to win the survival of this special turtle”.
---------
Source: Asian Turtle Programme

“Play and be friends”, the second-place winner in the art competition by Do Khanh Phuong, 
a 9th grade schoolgirl from Hanoi. Source: ATP
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Cleveland Zoological Society (CZS) - Asian Turtle 
Program (ATP) www.ClevelandZooSociety.org ;   www.
asianturtleprogram.org  Research and Conservation 

Action for Tortoises and Freshwater Turtles in Indo-Burma”

On the 23rd and 24th of April 2011 the Asian Turtle 
Program (ATP) of Cleveland Metroparks Zoo organized the 
first Turtle Football Cup in Binh Son district, Quang Ngai 
Province. Teams from eight villages played to promote 
awareness and conservation of the critically endangered 
Vietnamese Pond Turtle Mauremys annamensis, an endemic 
species of central Vietnam known only to occur in low land 

areas where its habitat has rapidly disappeared for rice and 
plantations. This loss of habitat along with sever hunting 
pressure mean the species is now recognized as one of the 
world most endangered species.

The matches were played in Binh Khuong commune 
where the ATP intends to work with the Forest Protection 
Department (FPD) of the province to construct a new Turtle 
Assurance colony (TAC) for the species. “Community support 
is key in ensuring a future for this species in the wild” said Mr 
Duong Dinh Vuong” of the ATP during the opening ceremony.

Following some close games in which one went to 
penalties, the Youth Union team of Thanh Tra village 
emerged as champions of the day. With the success of the 
first Turtle Football Cup, the Asian Turtle Program intends to 
expand the games in 2012 to include additional communities 
to raise the profiles of turtle conservation in the area.

---------
Source: Asian Turtle Programme

PROJECT UPDATeS

The games between Thanh Tra and Tay Phuoc Village in Ma Foot-
ball Games in Binh Khuong, Binh Son District, Quang Ngai Prov-
ince

The second game in Ma football Games in Binh Khuong, Binh Son 
District, Quang Ngai Province

The final game between Thanh Tra and Chau Thuan in Ma Football 
Game in Binh Khuong, Binh Son District, Quang Ngai Province

  The Babbler 38 - July 2011

 41

http://www.ClevelandZooSociety.org
http://www.asianturtleprogram.org/
http://www.asianturtleprogram.org/


PROJECT UPDATeS

Center for Water Conservation and 
Development (WARECOD -www.
warecod.org.vn)  “Conservation of 

aquatic resource in northern Vietnam through 
promotion of community co-management” 

The project entered its second year 
since April 2011 with three main activities: 
submitting the village regulation to the 
local authorities, compensating for fishing 
households to change destructive fishing-
gea and organising training workshop on 
communication skills for local people. 

Based on the final comments and 
consensus of fishing communities collected 
in the community consultation in March, 
the task force has adjusted the 4th draft 
regulation. This regulation along with other 
supportive documents is now being prepared 
to submit to district authority in the second 
week of June 2011. At the same time, the 
project team in collaboration with the task 
force and local authorities to compensate for 
fishing households to change their destructive 
fishing-gear. To encourage fishermen to give 
up destructive fishing-gears, 50% of the cost 
of these tools is supported by the project 
to help them make decision. This process 
includes six steps as below: (1) investigate 
and update the usage status and price of 
destructive fishing gear in the town; (2) 
discuss with fishing communities on how 
to do compensation, (3) receive voluntarily 
registration to change destructive fishing gear 
to more sustainable tools, (4) set price for 
compensation (5) sign agreements, and (6) 
pay compensation. 

From March to early June, the project has 
implemented three of six above steps in Na 

Hang town and provided leaflets and posters 
briefing the project objectives and detailed 
contacts of WARECOD office in Hanoi and the 
CEPF-Regional Implementation Team local 
communities. Three last steps are planned to 
finish in the end of June and early July 2011.

From 15 to 17 June, WARECOD plans 

to organise a training workshop on 
communication skills and orientation 
programme for eco-tourism for the local 
people in Na Hang town. The participants 
include task force members, representatives 
of mass organisation in Na Hang Town such 
as women and farmers unions, the Father 
Land Front and 10 fishermen. The training 
course aims to build up capacity for local 
people to play roles of communicators 
raising awareness on village Regulation and 
sustainable fishing in their communities.  

-----------
Source: Nguyen Thi Hieu - Project officer, 
Center for Water Conservation and 
Development. 

Local people discuss with project team the plan 
to change destructive fishing gears. Photo: Ware-
cod

Education for Nature-Vietnam 
(ENV-www.envietnam.org) 
“Strengthening Public Participation 

in Tackling the Wildlife Trade in Vietnam”

May 2011 - New clubs in four provinces 
join ENV’s National Wildlife Protection 
Network.

Volunteers assembled in four cities 
across central and northern Vietnam 
during the last week of May to launch 
new member clubs of ENV’s National 
Wildlife Protection Network.  The new 
clubs established in Quang Binh, Quang 
Tri, Nghe An and Hai Phong provinces 
will significantly bolster efforts by ENV 
to monitor business establishments to 
ensure their compliance with wildlife 
protection laws.  

The National Wildlife Protection 
Network was developed in 2007 as part of 
ENV’s strategy to stop the illegal trade of 

wildlife in Vietnam. The network currently 
hosts more than 2,800 volunteers in 32 
provinces and includes eight member clubs 
operating in major urban areas and wildlife 
trade hotspots. 

Volunteers and club members are 
responsible for carrying out compliance 
monitoring in their assignment areas as 
well as reporting wildlife crimes. Some 
network members also participate in 
wildlife trade surveys and assist with 
awareness activities organized by ENV. The 
expansion of member clubs follows the 
successful establishment of clubs in other 
major cities like Ho Chi Minh, Hanoi, Hue, 
and Da Nang during 2010.  

As Vietnam’s first local organization 
dedicated to protecting wildlife, ENV 
has developed an integrated strategy for 
addressing the illegal trade of endangered 
wildlife including strengthening law 
enforcement, increasing public awareness 
and participation, and improving wildlife 
protection laws and policies. ENV’s Wildlife 
Crime Unit has documented nearly 3,500 
cases since 2005, as well as worked with 
authorities to rescue thousands of animals 
including many endangered species such 
as bears, gibbons and langurs. Many of 
ENV’s successful cases over the past six 
years have resulted from the participation 
of volunteers and members of the public.  

-----------
Source: Tran Viet Hung, Vice Director, 

Education for Nature-Vietnam
The club launching ceremony in Vinh city, 
Nghe An Province. Photo: ENV
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PROJECT UPDATeS

Lore of the Land  “Raising the Profile of the Saola”

The purpose of Raising the Profile of the Saola is to bring 
the predicament of one of the globe’s rarest large mammals 
to a broader audience. The hope is that an enlarged 
understanding of the saola Pseudoryx nghetinhensis its 
natural history and the place it occupies amid the stunning 
biota of South-East Asia, will result in increased resources 
and intensified efforts to prevent the extinction of yet 
another extraordinary and beautiful creature.  

With funding from CEPF and under the aegis of the U.S. 
non-profit Lore of the Land, writer William deBuys joined 
biologist William Robichaud for a journey into saola habitat 
in Laos last spring. The narrative of their journey will provide 
the core for a non-fiction book, deBuys’s eighth, which in 
addition to sketching the state of saola conservation, will 
explore issues associated with the wildlife trade and the 
“politics of extinction” in southeast Asia.  

The saola was discovered to western science only in 
1992. It is a bovid with affinities to the phyla of both oxen 
and goats, but some might say that it bears still greater 
resemblance to the mythic unicorn. In addition to being 
distant from its genetic relatives, the saola is reclusive, 
rare, beautiful, and—according to several accounts—
serene. Embedded in its story are all the perils attending 
contemporary wildlife conservation throughout the 
developing world.  

Saola are found only in the Annamite Mountains that 
separate Vietnam and Laos. By far the largest nature reserve 
within the mountain range is Nakai-Nam Theun National 
Protected Area (NNT) in central Laos, and it was there 
that Robichaud and deBuys travelled for nearly a month 
in February and March, 2011. Robichaud organized the 
expedition in order lay the groundwork for possible future 
camera trap surveys for saola and to assess the potential 
of a rarely visited watershed as saola habitat. An additional 
purpose was to gauge the intensity of illegal poaching within 
the protected area and the level of threat it poses to saola 

survival.   
Unfortunately, the threat appears to be quite high. In the 

course of a week’s journey along the Nam Nyang River, the 
expedition frequently came upon the unoccupied camps of 
poachers. The team never travelled more than a kilometre 
off trail without encountering snare lines consisting of scores 
of snares, many of them holding the remains of badgers, 
muntjac, and other species, even including a red-shanked 
douc langur, one of the world’s most striking primates. 
Although saola are not a specific target of the professional 
poachers who systematically harvest nearly every vertebrate 
within the forest, they are vulnerable to being taken as by-
catch, and their numbers, already extremely low, cannot 
bear the loss. In all, the team recovered nearly 1,000 
wire snares in its survey of the Nam Nyang. A week later, 
elsewhere in Nakai-Nam Theun, they installed a battery of 
camera traps at a remote mineral lick know to be visited by 
saola. Preliminary results from those cameras will be known 
in some weeks. 

 In June, deBuys continued his research with visits to 
Hanoi, Vietnam, where Jonathan Eames and Tran Thanh 
Huong and their colleagues at BirdLife provided invaluable 
support, and to Vinh, where he received the generous 
assistance of Dr. Cao Tien Trung of Vinh University. DeBuys 
returned to the United States with notebooks full and many 
hours of interviews recorded. His next priority will be to draft 
the initial chapters of his intended book and compose a book 
proposal for submission to publishers. If all goes well, he will 
complete a draft of his manuscript late next year. Meanwhile, 
his most recent book—A Great Aridness: Climate Change and 
the Future of the American Southwest—will be released by 
Oxford University Press in October. 

------------
By William deBuys - Lore of the Land

William Robichaud (right), William deBuys, and companions with 
Sieng Tho, resident of Ban Fandeng, Laos, holding horns of a 
soala hunted in 1975, Ban Fandeng. Photo by Ban Fandeng head-
man, Chan Phan.

The Nam Nyang expedition team, with confiscated snares and 
the head of a juvenile large-antlered muntjac collected from a 
snare.  Photo by William DeBuys
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Project updates PROJECT UPDATeS

Projects in Cambodia

Cambodian Institute for Research and 
Rural Development (CIRD) “Improved 
agricultural productivity and capacity 

building for income generation amongst 
farmer households reliant on the Kampong 
Trach Sarus Cranes Conservation Area in the 
province of Kampot, Cambodia” (November 
2010 – December 2011)

The project started in November 2010 
and is implemented in three villages of 
two communes bordering the Sarus Crane 
Reserve. The project has two specific 
objectives. The first one is to build the 
capacity of at least 100 farmer households, 
whose livelihoods are reliant on the 
conservation of the site, enabling them to 
increase their family agricultural production 
and income, especially through improved 
rice production. And the second objective is 
to carry out a feasibility study for increasing 
the value of rice produced by farmers reliant 
on this Sarus Crane conservation area. This 
feasibility study is scheduled for the second 
half of the project duration. 

At the beginning of the project, a baseline 
survey was conducted with one hundred and 
twenty households selected from the three 
target villages and individually interviewed 
and three focus group discussions with 
participation of 36 people were organised. 
Every month, trainings for self-help groups 
and cooperating farmers are held focusing 

on rice intensification technique, 
compost making and chemical fertilizer 
and pesticides usage and its negative 
impact. 18 key farmers were selected 
to experiment and develop six compost 
demonstration farms in three villages. So 
far, up to 60 farmers have been trained to 
adopt an innovative agro-biodiversity (= 
agro-ecology) system and new sustainable 
agricultural production techniques. It is 
note worthy that 60-65% participants of 
such trainings are women.  

-----
By Karun Albert Khouth, Project Director, 

CIRD

A training for local people. Photo: CIRD

The Cambodian annual vulture census 
has been organized by the Cambodia 
Vulture Conservation Project since 

2004. The 2011 census was conducted on 
the 10 and 24 June at six vulture restaurant 
sites across Cambodia including Western 
Siem Pang (Stung Treng), Lomphat Wildlife 
Sanctuary ( Rattanakiri), Preah Vihear 
Protected Forest (Preah Vihear), Mondulkiri 
Protected Forest and Phnom Prich Wildlife 
Sanctuary (Mondulkiri). 

A total of 267 vultures were recorded 
including 183 White-rumped Vultures, 45 

Slender-billed Vultures and 39 Red-headed 
Vultures. “The total numbers are a little 
bit down compared to last year data (289 
vultures) but seem to be within the normal 
variation we have seen since the first census 
in 2004” stated Dr. Hugo Rainey,  WCS 
technical advisor to the Cambodia Vulture 
Conservation Project. 

Encouragingly, records of the three 
critically endangered vulture species in 
Western Siem Pang have been rising well 
above the national average, increasing from 

Cambodia annual vulture census 

Western Siem Pang sees counts increase well above the 
national average over seven years

Vulture restaurant in Western Siem Pang. Photo: Jonathan C. Eames
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24 birds in 2004 to 103 in 2011 (see figure 2). Five new 
nests of two vulture species (Red-headed and Slender-
billed) were also discovered in 2011.  The sustained 
population increases over successive years emphasize 
the area’s importance as unique and valuable habitat 
and is also a testament to the conservation initiatives 
established in the area, particularly the increasing 
knowledge and collaboration of local communities. 

BirdLife in collaboration with the Forestry 
Administration has been implementing conservation 
projects in Western Siem Pang since 2003. Faced with 
continuing threats from encroachment, hunting and 
habitat destruction BirdLife’s monitoring and patrolling 
teams remain on the front line of conservation  to 
protect these species on the brink of extinction. 
Now, more than ever, we urge for support from all 
stakeholders across the government, private and 
civil society sectors to assist in support Forestry 
Administration in designating  this internationally 
important site as a Protected Forest. For more 

information about Western Siem Pang Proposed 
Protected Forest, please visit www.birdlife.org/forests/
pdfs/Cambodia_profile.pdf . 

The Cambodia Vulture Conservation Project is a 
partnership of different government agencies and 
conservation organizations including the Forestry 
Administration of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry, the General Department of Administration 
for Nature Conservation and Protection of the Ministry 
of Environment, Wildlife Conservation Society, BirdLife 
International in Indochina Cambodia Programme, 
Worldwide Fund for Nature, and Angkor Centre for 
Conservation of Biodiversity.  

---------------
By Bou Vorsak, Acting Programme Manger, BirdLife 

International in Indochina Cambodia Programme.

PROJECT UPDATeS

New Conservation Leadership Programme Projects Launched in 

Cambodia and Vietnam

The Wet Season Habitat Preference by White-shouldered and Giant Ibis Species in Dry Dipterocarp Forest 
(DDF) habitat in Lomphat Wildlife Sanctuary (LWS) project was launched in June 2011 with activities lead by 
intern Sum Phearun under the supervision of BirdLife. This one year project received funding support from 

the Leadership Conservation Programme and aims to build the capacity of a young Cambodian conservationist in 
research and managing a conservation project. 

In Vietnam, Phan Van Truong also received the support from the Leadership Conservation Programme to assist in the 
administrative arrangements and participate field surveys and survey reporting in BirdLife Vietnam’s existing projects 
namely the Edwards’s Pheasant status survey, Spoon-billed Sandpiper surveys in the Mekong River Delta, Chinese 
Crested Tern wintering survey, annual Black-faced Spoonbill census, etc. Truong is expected to learn and assist with 
future project development and implementation, especially relating to water birds and wetland conservation in the 
Red River Delta. 

News and photos: BirdLife International in Indochina

Sum Phearun Phan Van Truong
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PROJECT UPDATeS

Western Siem Pang, towards a vision for biodiversity 
conservation in the dry forests of Cambodia

Is the title of a newly funded 
MacArthur Foundation project. The 
project site, Western Siem Pang in 

Stung Treng Province contains high 
levels of irreplaceable biodiversity but 
is unprotected.  Given the prevailing 
realities of Cambodia there is almost 
no chance that it could be designated 
a protected area (and dry dipterocarp 
forest is overly represented in the 
network anyway).  This project will 
address this issue by proposing an 
alternative, innovative model for 
sustainable biodiversity management 

whilst also seeking to challenge the 
land concession at this site.  This project will develop a feasibility study for a conservation 
concession as part of Birdlife’s Forests of Hope strategy.  If successful, this model is 
replicable at other sites in Cambodia and the Lower Mekong region. Over three years, the 
project is aiming at achieve four objectives: i) To develop and seek endorsement from key 
stakeholders for the strategic vision and feasibility study for a Forest of Hope at Western 
Siem Pang; ii) To improve the conservation status of biodiversity in Western Siem Pang; 
iii) To secure sustainable financing for implementation of the feasibility study; and iv) To 
increase awareness of the value of Western Siem Pang.  

                                                                     Jonathan C. Eames Programme Manager
BirdLife International in Indochina

White-shouldered Ibis in Western Siem Pang. 
Photo: Jonathan C. Eames

Cambodia Dry Forest Vulnerability and 
Adaptation Project (CAMFVAP)

Within the globally bio-diverse Lower Mekong region, little attention has been 
paid by governments and conservation practitioners to the impacts that climate 
change may have on forest biodiversity and livelihoods.   The values of forest 

ecosystems in mitigating the worst impacts of climate change are only gradually becoming 
understood in the region and the development of appropriate adaptation measures and 
their incorporation into site management plans and policy is currently unaddressed.  This 
project will address these two issues at the site, Western Siem Pang and policy level.

The purpose of this project is to begin this dialogue by supporting the Government of 
Cambodia at the provincial (site-based) and central level (policy oriented) and other key 
decision makers in the Lower Mekong region are able to make informed judgments on 
management of the dry forest landscape, to ensure appropriate adaptation measures can 
be incorporated in management planning and their effectiveness monitored, with special 
attention to the ecological integrity and global biodiversity value of the Western Siem 
Pang forests.

The project has recently commissioned a study to assess the vulnerability of Western 
Siem Pang and the dry forest landscape to climate change, which will also identify 
appropriate management adaptation measures and develop a monitoring framework for 
adaptation interventions tested.

                                                                     Jonathan C. Eames Programme Manager
BirdLife International in Indochina
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PROJECT UPDATeS

As part of the ongoing RSPB managed Darwin 
Initiative funded project entitled Securing 
the future for Gurney’s Pitta and its forest 

habitat, a Biodiversity and Nature Conservation 
Association (BANCA – the BirdLife Affiliate in 
Myanmar) team lead by Dr. Htin Hla and involving 
Lay Win, Saw Moses and Thiri Dae Wei Aung, 
undertook fieldwork at selected sites in southern 
Tanintharyi Division from late March to early May 
2011. 

During the 2011 survey Gurney’s Pitta Pitta 
gurneyi was recorded at two sites, one of which 
was c. 60 km north of any previous known record, 
and was at 259 m asl.  The BANCA team therefore 
extended the known latitudinal and altitudinal 
ranges, giving hope that the global population of 
this Endangered species is greater than currently 
estimated.  

The hypothetical range of the species will now be 
re-modeled by Dr. Paul Donald at RSPB, to identify 
sites for survey in 2012.

Read more stories about this beautiful bird in 
an article entitled “Gurney’s Pitta, The last few 
stragglers” by L. Bruce Kekule in the Bangkok Post 
Monday 25 July 2011, here or here.

---------
Source: Jonathan C. Eames, BirdLife International 

in Indochina 

Gurney’s Pitta Pitta gurneyi 
recorded in Myanmar further 
north and at higher elevation than 
previously known 

Members of the Spoon-billed Sandpiper 
Eurynorhynchus pygmeus Recovery Team estimate 
that at least 220 Spoon-billed Sandpipers (SbS), 

or about half the global population, winter in the Gulf of 
Martaban, Myanmar. A socio-economic survey conducted 
by the Biodiversity and Nature Conservation Association 
(BANCA), of villages on the eastern shore of the Gulf in 
January and February 2010, identified altogether 26 bird 
hunters in 15 villages, with 15 of the hunters relying mostly 
or partly on bird hunting for their livelihoods. This survey 
contributed to the SbS Recovery Team findings that hunting 
in the wintering grounds is likely a major cause of the rapid 
decline of the SbS.

To mitigate hunting pressure, with the support of BirdLife 
International and Species Champion WildSounds, a BANCA 
team took emergency action from March to May of 2010 
to raise local awareness of the problem and the role of the 
villagers to protect birds, and to provide alternate livelihood 
support for 15 serious bird hunters identified. This emergency 
action was mounted in a rush in March and April 2010, to 
mitigate hunting for the remainder of the winter ‘open’ 
season, with monitoring conducted in May as a second step 
of the mitigation activities.

A post-project evaluation of the emergency action was 
conducted in January 2011 to assess the impact of the 
2010 emergency action on hunting behavior, livelihood 
status of those who ceased hunting, and on hunters and 
village leaders’ knowledge of the SbS and attitudes to its 
conservation. 

This post-project evaluation measured the impact of 
hunting mitigation activities that replaced livelihood assets 
of 15 ‘professional’ and opportunistic bird hunters in the Gulf 
of Martaban. The evaluation found that ten months after the 

intervention, hunting of SbS and other shorebirds in the ten 
target villages has ceased. Of those households that received 
livelihoods replacement materials that allowed them to 
stop hunting birds in favor of intensified fishing, nine of the 
former hunters have increased their income and livelihood 
status, some significantly, while six have remained stable at 
subsistence levels. A true/false knowledge test showed that 
bird hunters and village leaders understand the conservation 
value and the legal protected status of the SbS, and many 
express attitudes and behaviors that support conservation. 
Recommendations include leveraging the village-level success 
to bring together multiple levels of diverse stakeholders such 
as government authorities and officials, media and private 
entrepreneurs, to collaboratively support conservation of the 
SbS and other wintering birds in the Gulf of Martaban.

---------
Source: Biodiversity and Nature Conservation Association

Reduced hunting pressure on the Spoon-billed Sandpiper in the 
Gulf of Martaban, Myanmar 
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The trade of bear gall bladders and 
bear bile is a serious threat to the 
conservation of Asian bear species.  

Although the use of bear bile is legal within 
some Asian countries, cross-border trade 
of bear bile products is prohibited by the 
Convention on the International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES) and yet still occurs throughout 
the region.  Furthermore, the commercial 
production of bear bile from bear farming 
has turned bile from purely a traditional 
medicinal ingredient to a commodity with 
bile now being found in products like cough 
drops, shampoo and soft drinks. 

Traditional medicinal shops in the 13 
countries/territories surveyed sold bear 
bile products, with the exception of 
those in Macao SAR.  Products were most 
frequently observed in mainland China, 
Hong Kong SAR, Malaysia, Myanmar and 
Vietnam where they were seen at over 
50% of the total traditional medicinal 
shops surveyed.   Products were observed 
at over 30% of surveyed traditional 
medicinal shops in Japan, the Republic 
of Korea, Taiwan and Thailand.  Products 
were seen at less than 30% of surveyed 
traditional medicinal shops in Cambodia, 
Lao PDR and Singapore. Read full report.  

-------------
Source: Foley, K.E., Stengel, C.J. and 

Shepherd, C.R. (2011). Pills, Powders, Vials 
and Flakes: the bear bile trade in Asia.  
TRAFFIC Southeast Asia, Petaling Jaya, 
Selangor, Malaysia. 

The Northern Plains of Cambodia is an 
area of exceptional importance for 
biodiversity conservation due to the 

unique assemblage of endangered wildlife 
found in the deciduous dipterocarp forests. 
Local people live in small scattered villages 
and depend heavily on rain-fed rice field 
agriculture and natural resources for their 
livelihoods.  

 
Two of the wildlife species present – the 

Giant and White-shouldered Ibises – are 
amongst the rarest birds in the world and 

are highly sought after by international 
bird-watchers and naturalists. Combined 
with the Northern Plains’ accessibility from 
Cambodia’s main tourism destination of 
Angkor, at Siem Reap, this makes the area of 
high potential for eco-tourism. Encouraged 
by a high initial level of demand, WCS has 
supported a community-based eco-tourism 
project since 2004 at Tmatboey village in 
Kulen Promtep Wildlife Sanctuary. Read full 
report.

-------------
Source: Mainuddin, M., Hoanh, C.T., 

Jirayoot, Tom Clements, Ashish John, Karen 
Nielsen, Chea Vicheka, Ear Sokha and Meas 
Piseth. Case Study: Tmatboey Community-
based Eco-tourism Project, Cambodia. 2008. 
Ministry of Environment, Cambodia and WCS 
Cambodia Programme

Case Study: Tmatboey Community-based 
Eco-tourism Project, Cambodia

Pills, Powders, Vials and Flakes: The bear bile 
trade in Asia 
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May 25, 2011 - The Vietnam Academy of Science and Technology has published 
a set of 36 books on Vietnamese animals and plants, providing valuable 
information about the potential and abundance of Vietnam’s fauna and flora.

 
The books are the fruits of 

a 15-year project of scientists 
at the Vietnam Academy of 
Science and Technology. There 
are 25 books on animals and 11 
on plants. Each volume is about 
350-400 pages.

 
The books were compiled 

since 1996, aiming to make 
the foundation for planning, 
developing, using and 
preserving Vietnam’s fauna and 
flora.

 
This is the first collection of books to specifically highlight Vietnam’s diversity of 

biological resources.

--------
Source: Vietnam Net

From August 2010 to April 2011, a survey on the 
use of wild animal products was conducted on 
4,062 residents and 3,562 secondary school 

students in Ho Chi Minh City. The results of this 
research provided a foundation for activities by 
Wildlife At Risk (WAR) in order to prevent illegal wild 
animal trade and consumption. This report presents 
results of this survey. 

The survey aimed to gain an understanding 
about behaviour, knowledge and attitude of 
residents and students towards wild animal 
product consumption in Ho Chi Minh City. 

In the survey, Ho Chi Minh City residents 
from various age groups, professions, education 
levels, working positions and secondary school 
students are selected randomly to answer 
questions relating to their usage of wild animal 
products; their knowledge about endangered 

species, ecosystems, roles of wild animals, threats to wild animals, wild animal 
trade and the way to protect wild animals; their attitudes towards wild animals and 
wild animal protection, and their receptiveness to different types of media. 

The survey revealed that usage of wild animal products in Ho Chi Minh City is 
fairly common and could increase in the future. Usage of wild animal as a food 
source is the most common among other purposes of using wild animals. Read full 
report in English and Vietnamese. 

--------
Source: Do Thi Thanh Huyen, Bui Huu Manh et al., 2011. Consumption of wild animal 

products in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam - Results of resident and student 
survey. Ho Chi Minh City. Vietnam. 

Consumption of wild animal products 
in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam Flora and fauna of Vietnam
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PUBLICATIONS

A review of lessons 
learned from the Local 
Conservation Group 
approach in Indochina

Building local civil society constituencies 
for conservation is a particularly 
high priority in Indochina given the 

regional prevalence of weak and highly-
centralized government institutions with an 
inability or lack of will to enforce protection 
on the ground. BirdLife has developed and 
piloted a small-scale, community-based 
Local Conservation Group approach to site-
based conservation globally. In Indochina 
a number of important lessons have been 
learned, particularly related to the need for 
participatory project and activity planning, 
increased attention to provision of tangible 
benefits that clearly meet both conservation 
and development objectives and are tailored 
to heterogeneous communities, increased 
support for awareness-raising activities, 
clear monitoring of activities and impacts, 
and truly committed partner support for 
implementation. Read full paper here.

--------
Source:  John D. Pilgrim, Karin Eberhardt, 

Jonathan C. Eames, Bou Vorsak and Pham Tuan 
Anh A review of lessons learned from a Local 
Conservation Group approach in Indochina. 
Oryx, Available on CJO 2011 doi:10.1017/
S0030605310001523 

The Dong Nai River Basin Conservation Landscape (DNCL) 
comprises the entirety of Binh Phuoc, Dak Nong, Dong 
Nai, and Lam Dong Provinces in southern Vietnam. The 

Landscape includes a range of forested habitats, from the montane 
evergreen and coniferous forests of the upper reaches of the Dong 
Nai River basin in the Da Lat Plateau to the flat lowland evergreen 
forests of the Dong Nai River plain in the west. The four provinces 
encompass the majority of the Dong Nai River Basin, an area that 
not only holds globally significant biodiversity but also Ho Chi Minh 
City and one of the most industrialised regions in Vietnam, offering 
significant potential for supporting conservation through markets 
for environmental services. 

 
This document outlines the methodology and results of a 

biological assessment carried out through a series of workshops 
and consultations based in Ho Chi Minh City in June 2006. This 
assessment was carried out by a core team, in consultation with a 
large group of scientists, land managers, government bodies, and 
others with experience in the Landscape.  

 
The principal result is a ‘biological vision’ for the Landscape, an 
ambitious vision for conservation action in the Landscape in the 

short-term. The biological vision comprises a set of ‘conservation 
foci’, components of global biodiversity that are priorities for 
conservation action within the Landscape; a map of ‘focal 
areas’, which provide a set of priority geographic options for the 
conservation foci; and a series of ‘conservation targets’ that will 
need to be met in order for the conservation foci to be, hopefully, 
conserved. Read full report here.

--------
Source:   Pilgrim, J. D., Nguyen Xuan Vinh, Nguyen Xuan Dang, 

Polet, G., Thai Truyen, Tordoff, A. W., Tran Huy Manh, and Peters, 
J. (Eds.) (2007) Biological Assessment of the Dong Nai River Basin 
Conservation Landscape, Vietnam. Final report, 19th October 
2007. 

Biological Assessment of the Dong Nai River Basin 
Conservation Landscape, Vietnam 

Historical and current status of vultures in Myanmar

Concerns for the long-term survival of vulture populations 
on the Indian Subcontinent, owing to widespread poisoning 
by the veterinary drug diclofenac, have led to increased 

conservation focus on South-East Asian countries where 
diclofenac is not used and relict populations of vultures occur. The 
authors document here how White-rumped, Slender-billed and 
Red-headed Vultures have declined substantially in abundance 
and contracted in range in Myanmar over the last 50 years. Using 
a vulture restaurant method they determined that the population 
of vultures in Myanmar is at least 136 individuals, made up of at 
least: 62 White-rumped Vultures, 21 Slender-billed Vultures, 51 
Himalayan Vultures and two Red-headed Vultures. The decline 
in the resident Gyps species is most likely due to declines in wild 
ungulate populations. The population estimates are provisional 
and the survey covered only a proportion of the possible vulture 

range within Myanmar. Himalayan Vultures were not recorded 
in Myanmar in historical times, and possible reasons for the 
recent upsurge in records are discussed. Myanmar presents an 
opportunity of global significance for vulture conservation, due to 
the persistence of three Critically Endangered vulture species in a 
country where diclofenac is not used.

--------
Source:  Htin Hla, Nay Myo Shwe, Thura Win Htun, Sao Myo 

Zaw. Simon Mahood, Jonathan C. Eames and John D. Pilgrim. 
Historical and current status of vultures in Myanmar. Bird 
Conservation International, Available on CJO 2011 doi:10.1017/
S0959270910000560 
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“I have worked for the Station since the year it 
was established (2006). My colleagues and I have 
encountered and overcome the then shortage of 

equipment and professional skills to save wild animals. 
Love is the most important thing that keeps us here 
since then,” said Lam. In the past five years, the Station 
has experienced a steady development and now 
become a valuable place in the south of Vietnam for 
traded animals to shelter. 

The Cu Chi Wildlife Rescue Station covering an 
area of 4,000 square meters in Cu Chi District, about 
70 kilometres from Hochiminh City. It is under 
management of Wildlife At Risk (WAR), a nonprofit 

conservation organisation and active throughout 
southern provinces of Vietnam. So far, the Station has 
rescued over 2,300 individuals of many endangered 
species in Vietnam such as Leopards, Bears, Gibbons, 
Leopard Cats, pangolins, snakes, turtles, loris, etc., and 
released more than 1,500 individuals to the wild.

Le Xuan Lam plays an important role in this process. 
With strong cooperation with Ho Chi Minh City’s 
Department of Forest Protection, he coordinates 
the work of receipt, caring, rehabilitation, medical 
evaluation of confiscated animals and later release 
them to their home. Most of the animals in the Station 
are confiscated by local rangers from wildlife trade 
cases. Many of these poor creatures are exhausted 
from being transported for long hours in tiny cages 
to big cities and suffering serious injuries or health 
problems. Lam and his colleagues have tried their 
best to save lives of these animals and decide if they 
are suitable to release to the wild. Sadly, hunting and 
trading wildlife is still common in Vietnam and more 
and more animals lose their body parts by traps and 
have to live in the Station for the rest of their lives. 
Lam is worried that the Station is becoming too small 
to receive and treat all confiscated animals. 

“Another big problem we are facing at the moment 
is fund raising for the Station”, concerned Lam. “We 
need more financial support to cure animals, buy 
food, medicine and treatment equipment and to 
maintain the facilities here.” Lam and WAR staff 
keep going to design some fund raising or volunteer 

programmes from national and international 
organisations. 

Lam also supports the Wildlife Education 
Department of WAR to conduct numerous field trips 
to the Station for secondary school students and 
teachers and participates in training courses, national 
and international conferences on forest and wildlife 
protection. “Working with people visiting the Station in 
one hand makes me happy due to the fact that people 
are interested in wildlife and nature, in the other 
hand, I am concerned about their limited knowledge 
about the values of wildlife and nature towards 
human’s lives.” Some people ignore the fact that their 
consumption of wildlife products is one main reasons 
leading to rampant hunting and trading trend in the 
country and neighbouring countries and threatening 
the existence of many species.   

Such concerns do not discourage Lam and his 
colleagues in the Station and WAR. Saving an animal 
and seeing it to come back to its home really bring 
smiles and happiness to these people. From their 
rescue and awareness raising work, they are trying to 
send a message of love from humans to wild animals 
and vice versa. “But I also do encourage relevant 
government agencies to cooperate more closely, 
strengthening wildlife law enforcement and doing 
more awareness raising programmes to stop wildlife 
trade in Vietnam,” added Lam. ‘If so, our Station 
might change the name from “rescue station’ to 
‘entertainment centre’ for wildlife.”

Le Xuan Lam - on a wildlife rescue mission
Graduated from Forest University, worked at the Kon Tum City Forest Protection Department for over 13 years and by fate became an employee of Cu 
Chi Wildlife Rescue Station (CCWRS www.wildlifeatrisk.org), Ho Chi Minh city, southern Vietnam since 2006. For him, rescuing wild animals benefits 
nature as well as his life spirit. We are talking about Le Xuan Lam - Manager of CCWRS.

Le Xuan Lam (in black T-shirt) guides a student to release a 
rescued pangolin back to the forest of Lo Go Xa Mat Nation-
al Park, Tay Ninh Province, Vietnam. Photo: WAR
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PHOTO SPOT

Black-necked Stork Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus

Despite being Asia’s rarest stork and in decline, the Black-necked Stork 
Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus is considered to be of Least Concern.  As a 
breeding bird it is now extinct in Thailand and Vietnam, and possibly Laos.  It 

currently breeds only in Myanmar and Cambodia in South-East Asia.  This female 
was photographed at a small drying trapeang at Veal Kreel in Western Siem Pang on 
12 March 2011.  A few days after these photographs were taken the pool dried up 
completely.   Very rare throughout Cambodia, the species’ is not proven to breed 
at Western Siem Pang but is known to occur regularly at the site.  The species is 
territorial and not tolerant of Lesser Adjutants Leptoptilos javanicus which it will chase 
away from trapeangs within its territory.

-----------
Photos: Jonathan C. Eames
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On 28 June Jonathan C. Eames received his 
Order of the British Empire from Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II in an investiture ceremony 

held at Buckingham Palace.   The award was given for 
services to biodiversity, conservation and civil society 
development in Vietnam.
-------------
Photo source: Charles Green www.charlesgreen.com

  STAFF NEWS

Investiture at Buckingham Palace 

Hoang Thanh 
Ha joined 
BirdLife Vietnam 

programme in May 
to assist with the 
transformation of the 
programme into a 
locally registered NGO.  
Ha brings with her 
extensive experience 
in communication, 
public relations and 
fund management from the World Bank and 
Citibank in Vietnam and a strong interest in NGO 
development.  

Programme 
Development Advisor 
for Vietnam Programme

Welcome Mark Alexander Monastyrskiy

On June 10, 2011, our esteemed and long-time colleague 
Dr. Alexander L. Monastyrskiy and his wife, Tran Thi Thanh 
Thao welcomed the arrival of their son Mark Alexander 

Monastyrskiy. Congratulations and best wishes to the whole family. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Brendan Wenzel is an 
American illustrator with 
great affection for all things 

more furry, feathery, and scaly 
than himself. 

He is a frequent collaborator with 
conservation groups throughout 
South-East Asia and most recently 
aided the efforts of Fauna & Flora 
International to raise awareness about the critically 
endangered Siamese Crocodile. He is currently in the 
process of creating a visual catalogue of the planet’s 
charismatic megafauna. This massive endeavour has 
commenced with a series featuring South-East Asian 
species.

Brendan is a Pratt Institute graduate and is the son of 
the illustrator David T. Wenzel. He lives in Brooklyn, 
New York with his girlfriend Magdalena Long. Visit 
www.brendanwenzel.info for more information about 
his work.

Brendan Wenzel - wildlife illustrator

Birds of South-East Asia. Author: Brendan Wenzel
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