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Calls to halt ‘reforestation’ plan
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Prey Lang community members speak to police officers outside the Korean Embassy, where they gathered yesterday in Phnom
Penh. ® Pha Lina

Fourteen community representatives speaking for thousands of families yesterday petitioned the South
Korean Embassy, Environment Ministry and Forestry Administration to halt the expansion of a
controversial “reforestation” project by a Korean company situated between the protected Prey Lang forest
and Mekong River.

Their petition - which calls for the reforestation concession to be converted into a Reducing Emissions from
Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+) protected area - was not accepted by the South Korean
Embassy, though Cambodian authorities received the request.

The 14 represent communities affected by the joint project between the Forestry Administration and
Korean company Think Biotech, which hopes to convert about 34,000 hectares of ostensibly “degraded”
land in Kratie and Stung Treng provinces into a timber plantation.

The project, approved in 2010 and started in 2012, was billed as “sustainable” and “eco-environmental’; but
during a Postvisit to the site last year, villagers inside the concession’s boundaries complained of land
grabbing, and experts have called into question its environmental benefits.

Several thousand hectares in the concession’s south, around Kratie’s Kampong Cham commune, have
already been cleared and planted, impacting about 400 families who had long used the land for farming
and cultivating resin trees.

As the company moves north, some 1,500 families in Kratie’s Boeung Char commune and Stung Treng’s
Siem Bok district fear a similar fate, according to yesterday’s petition.

Think Biotech, owned by South Korean weapons manufacturer Hanwha, contends the land is “degraded
forest’) however, the community and researchers contend that the company underestimated timber stocks
at the site and was clearing “rich forest”.

“The company never stops logging for good wood,” said Sam Nou, a member of the Prey Lang Community

Nlaturnrl- arhn frarma tn tha canital fram hic hama naar tha cita in Kratia

* All fares are excluding applicable taxes and surcharges/lees,
* Fares show are subject to change without prior notice.
* Seats are limited and may not be available on some flights.

wavrwLana.cojplwwskhie ANA-'

RELATED ARTICLES

Vietnamese land
grabbers linked to
Cambodian firm

Vietnamese land-
grabbers held 0



https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/vietnamese-land-grabbers-linked-cambodian-firm
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/vietnamese-land-grabbers-linked-cambodian-firm
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/vietnamese-land-grabbers-held
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/vietnamese-land-grabbers-held
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvdpydhXXbNJgwJ-WfWAMvFWD6NL9pWPDXnIFh4prs_1MRVgreAdTSqvuud58IJ1n_hmzLMElfrXMEddm_jZDNWAY3XU5g95fLGx00x4RNQRXkSwiXTfUMxCYrrE24NviPSs8XoDf1wdNWG5hqXJEMnI81UfpIy_EL-weJJ7mVsvAQu5HKmFaDU_CloIPKpnsFGvo7tL1vtaKHnnxk0t1ixjlQoF0WiJ5JTvuHlLv6yN7IiHOKav1mRYcB-uyTO44vXhFcf3YIEutqUFg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJoMNMnIttww&adurl=https://www.ana.co.jp/wws/kh/e&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstmKK5yCmmjCNz4du2qFvWJ3uXZbNkuxq1cDuXx0z_68RJ_WxdF8IXzXkD1vZUMu2xB8NTHPk0q9o4tpBW5AeKOnQPnxuTBsdLSIdH495FrqcjpHIkIxJywyQRT5loZ3PMi5ARRG8lDBDJs1NHEH4OzyWPPh2juxbzecRsP_Ojt9xZi5vzYk9NTBB439FZKmm-l8WFOWRKfJr_gl7wkFqwXcqU2Q3PdpzzfRPVx-dvJiEOmkLEGRliBzVgVcPhxQXcBA8Gz5JkAmXKiAA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCmH5N5aXISo&adurl=https://www.facebook.com/dkschoolhouse.kindergartenphnompenh/&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/sites/default/files/styles/full-screen_watermarked/public/field/image/4_prey_land_community_members_interact_with_security_guards_outside_korean_ambassy_yesterday_in_phnom_penh_09_05_2017_pha_lina.jpg?itok=e7BRDWvc
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/author/pha-lina/17797

ANULVVUILIN VVI1IU LAlllL WU w1y but}ll(ll 11UL1L 1110 11U1110 11vdal u11v Ol1Llu 111 1n1auug.,.

The project was facilitated by a 2009 memorandum of understanding between Cambodia’s Forestry
Administration and the Korean government’s Forest Service to attract investment in reforestation as part of
a broader agenda of climate change mitigation.

Villagers say the South Korean government has a responsibility to take action.“I am very disappointed,” said
community representative Hul Vet. “The embassy should have accepted the petition . . . the company will
continue clearing as usual.”

Reached yesterday, a representative of the South Korean Embassy declined to commentVia email, Director
of Think Biotech (Cambodia) Chung Hwanki said the company was respecting villagers’ farming rights
within its boundaries and would follow regulations in negotiations with those who owned resin trees.

He argued that the plantation created “healthy and abundant” forest to supply timber to take pressure off of
protected areas.

However, in a recent paper, Cambodia-based anthropologist Courtney Work criticised the use of climate
change mitigation as a justification for “green washing” for-profit monoculture plantations that ride
roughshod over local villagers’ livelihoods.

The paper compares Think Biotech to the Korean-run Tumring REDD+ project on the western side of Prey
Lang. While the latter project may not have delivered strong results in terms of environmental protection,
the study found, it at least mitigated the social impacts by paying affected communities to protect forests.

Yesterday, Work said “companies are using this climate change discourse to justify development as usual
with high carbon emissions and dramatic land conversions to mono-crop agriculture, which is devastating
for biodiversity”.

@ Contact authors: Phak Seangly and Shaun Turton
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Hun Many ‘surprised’ by Singapore leader’s
remarks

HUN Many, a National Assembly member for Kampong
Speu province, said he was “beyond surprised” at
recent remarks by Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong regarding the Vietnamese presence in Cambodia
following the fall of the Khmer Rouge in 1979. Many was
responding to comments

Eat ‘Khmer noodles of solidarity, PM urges

Prime Minister Hun Sen on Monday urged his
supporters to eat “the Khmer noodles of unity and
solidarity” in response to members of the Supreme
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Why global media does not care about
Cambodia’s peacekeepers

Two weeks ago, the UN wrote on its official Facebook
page extending gratitude to Cambodia for its active
participation and sacrifice for peace in many
peacekeeping missions around the world. The
recognition won the heart of many Cambodians, with
the post shared 6,500 times. However, while

PM calls out diaspora in Europe

Prime Minister Hun Sen on Monday called on
Cambodians living in Europe - both supporters and
those against him - to prepare for his upcoming visits to
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(CNRP) gathering to eat the popular dish as a form of like to tell all brothers and sisters in Europe, both
protest. He also attacked
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