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Birchall Tea adds further strength to Rwandan tea estate with

expansion

Birchall Tea continues to grow and strengthen its position at the forefront of East African tea

with the expansion of its Pfunda Tea Estate in Rwanda.

The independent British tea company has announced that it will add nearly 250 hectares of land

to its tea plantation, all of which will be planted out by October 2015. The addition of this land

will take the total area under tea at Pfunda from over 880 hectares to more than 1,130

hectares.

Located in the North West of the country, in an area known as the Congo-Nile Crest, Pfunda is

acknowledged as one of the most inspired and innovative tea gardens in East Africa and the

plantation’s high altitude location, favourable climatic conditions and rich soil make it ideally

suited to producing some of the finest teas in the world.

In 2011, Pfunda became the first tea estate in Rwanda to earn certification from the Rainforest

Alliance and all tea grown at the estate is fully Rainforest Alliance certified. The estate currently

provides employment opportunities to around 1,760 individuals and, as a result of the

expansion project at Pfunda, 1,000 new jobs have been created in an area where, previously,

there were limited means of employment. Planned upgrades to local facilities, including the

installation of new access roads, are also expected to benefit the 2,000 members of the local

co-operative, who will be further enabled to make sustainable livelihoods from growing tea in

the surrounding areas.

Daniel Graham, Birchall’s Managing Director, said “Demand for black teas from East Africa

continues to be strong worldwide, and our development of Pfunda will reflect this. Whilst our

plans will directly strengthen our tea estate, they will also continue to benefit the community

that surrounds it by creating jobs and increasing opportunity. Birchall looks forward to an
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exciting future for the Pfunda Tea Estate."

Pfunda Tea Estate Awarded Rainforest Alliance Certification

Imporient is pleased to announce that the Pfunda Tea Estate has become the first tea garden in

Rwanda to earn certification from the Rainforest Alliance, after meeting the organisation's

stringent set of criteria balancing ecological, economic and social considerations.

“We are delighted that Rwanda’s Pfunda Tea Estate has become the first tea plantation in

Rwanda to earn Rainforest Alliance certification,” said Tensie Whelan, president of the

Rainforest Alliance. “This achievement reflects growing consumer demand for sustainably

produced goods across the globe. Through meeting the comprehensive standards of Rainforest

Alliance certification, Pfunda Tea Estate has demonstrated its commitment to conserving the

environment and improving the lives of farm workers, their families and the local community.”

Daniel Graham, Managing Director of Imporient, said “Obtaining RFA certification in February is

the icing on the cake and we are very proud to be the first company in Rwanda in any industry

to achieve Rainforest Alliance Certification. A huge effort and a great deal of hard work has

gone into earning the accreditation which was achieved in just 8 months. The short time it took

us to achieve accreditation speaks volumes about the relationship and co-operation we enjoy

with our smallholders but also confirms that our practices prior to certification were already of

a very high standard.”
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