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Namibia to produce jatropha biodiesel

By | April 26, 2010

Posted May 5, 2010 

LL Bio-fuels Namibia, a foreign-init iated mult i-billion-dollar venture, has secured
300,000 hectares of land from chiefs in the north-eastern Caprivi Region to plant
jatropha, whose seeds will be press-crushed to produce the much-sought-after
biodiesel. 

When jatropha seeds are crushed the result ing oil can be processed into biodiesel
while the residue, or press cake, can be used as biomass feedstock for electricity or
as a fert ilizer because jatropha contains nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium. 

The jatropha plant may yield more than 10 t imes as much fuel per hectare as
soybeans, and more than 10 t imes that of maize. 

LL Bio-fuels signed a 20-year lease agreement with the co- owners of Katima Farm-the
Caprivi Regional Council and Namibia Development Corporation (NDC)-to enable the
firm to undertake various crop experiments aimed at maximum oil output. 

Alon Vered, an agronomist and project manager for LL Bio-fuels Namibia (Pty), on
Monday told a Xinhua correspondent who visited the Caprivi Region that the Israeli-
owned biofuel venture has planted 400 different jatropha crop variet ies on 15
hectares of the 400-hectare Katima Farm to see which of the selected pilot crop
variet ies has a higher diesel yield and is suitable for Namibia's north-eastern region. 

If everything goes according to plan and if ongoing negotiat ions with the government
sail through, LL Bio-fuels plans to produce the first barrels of the green fuel next year,
he told Xinhua adding that the fuel will cost about 75 U. S. dollars per barrel, which is
equivalent to about 200 litres. The product is most likely to be cheaper than fossil
diesel. 

The company also intends to engage one of the mult inational oil companies once it
starts production, possibly to explore avenues on how it  can tap into this lucrat ive
market. 

So far, the project, mooted and funded by an Israeli tycoon has invested N$20 million
for the ongoing experimental phase. 

But once the Israelis are content with the yield, billions of dollars will be pumped into
commercial production of jatropha on 20,000-hectare port ions of the land availed by
the chiefs. 

"Our target is to find the best jatropha tree variet ies that yield 3 to 8 tons of diesel
per year, that is why we are experimenting to see which variety is suitable for Caprivi,"
explained the agronomist, sent to Namibia by Lev Leviev, the Israeli investor. 

He said since the 300,000 hectares availed by all the chiefs in Caprivi is more than
adequate "we only want to plant 20,000 hectares at a t ime. And the jatropha seed will
go to a press machine, just like olive oil seeds, to squeeze out the biodiesel. " 

The firm intends to channel some of the billions of dollars into a hi-tech chemical plant
that will comprise a huge seed press and some silos for the storage of the oil-rich
seeds. Once crushed and the biofuel extracted, the seeds will leave a residue that will
be converted into an organic fert ilizer that will be spread on the jatropha plants. 

For every 20,000 hectares of land planted with the deep-rooted and drought-
resistant jatropha that produces seeds all-year-round, the firm expects a yield of a
million barrels and for 100,000 hectares 5 million barrels of bioffuel will be extracted
from jatropha. 

"All this biodiesel produced we will use it  for Namibia and export some of it . We want
to be the biggest producer of biofuel in Africa, especially for biodiesel," he said. 

He also said unlike Angola and Nigeria amongst several African and other countries
that have commercial crude oil deposits, Namibia imports this strategic resource to
meet domestic energy needs spending crucial foreign reserves on its oil bill. 

American pioneer entrepreneur, Henry Ford, was the first to use "biodiesel" when he
successfully used oil extracted from groundnuts to fuel a motorized vehicle. 
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successfully used oil extracted from groundnuts to fuel a motorized vehicle. 

Namibia also imports between 70 and 80 percent of its food mainly from neighboring
South Africa but the Katima Mulilo-based investor wants to offset this colonial legacy
of food imports and dependency by making Namibia self-sufficient in food production. 

In this vein, the firm has cross-planted some sweet potatoes between the jatropha
plants that can grow up to 10 meters high, but whose height will be maintained at
about 3 meters to ensure workers do not have to use cranes to pick the diesel-
bearing seed, he said. 

For now, the farm produces green and red peppers, tomatoes, bananas, onions, fresh
corn-on-the-cob, cabbages, lettuce and other vegetables for the market at Katima
Mulilo. 

The project has a 100-strong mult i-ethnic workforce but this number will possibly
swell to thousands of employees once it  attains commercial production. 

SOURCE: XINHUA NEWS AGENCY VIA ISTOCKANALYST

Related Articles

  
0 Responses

 

Leave a Reply

Biodiesel Magazine encourages encourages civil conversation and debate. However,
we reserve the right to delete comments for reasons including but not limited to:
any type of attack, injurious statements, profanity, business solicitations or other
advertising.

Comments are closed

  

© Copyright 2016 - BBI International - All rights reserved.

http://www.biodieselmagazine.com/articles/1304551/kosher-distillers-corn-oil-opens-market-prospects-for-glycerin
http://www.biodieselmagazine.com/articles/1273849/biox-acquires-methes-50-mmly-sombra-ontario-biodiesel-plant
http://www.biodieselmagazine.com/articles/1111981/spains-capital-city-purchases-51-b100-compatible-hybrid-buses
http://www.biodieselmagazine.com/articles/991601/new-leaf-biofuel-celebrates-10-years-new-bq-9000-certification
http://www.biodieselmagazine.com/articles/967294/minnesota-breathes-easier-after-10-years-with-biodiesel-standard
http://www.biodieselmagazine.com/articles/937095/brazils-president-rousseff-signs-biodiesel-increase-into-law
http://adserver.bbibiofuels.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=476__zoneid=58__cb=5c35e6deda__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fdirectory.biodieselmagazine.com
http://adserver.bbibiofuels.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=754__zoneid=58__cb=f2c2ed5569__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fbiomassmagazine.com%2Fpages%2Fconsulting
http://adserver.bbibiofuels.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=822__zoneid=58__cb=dd9ceaa813__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbiprojectdevelopment.com%2F
http://www.biodieselmagazine.com/
http://www.biodieselmagazine.com/
http://www.biodieselmagazine.com/pages/subscribe/
http://www.biodieselmagazine.com/pages/advertising/
http://www.biodieselmagazine.com/issues/browse/
http://www.biodieselmagazine.com/blog/read/
http://www.biodieselmagazine.com/newsletter/
http://www.biodieselmagazine.com/events/browse/
http://www.biodieselmagazine.com/pages/about/
http://www.biodieselmagazine.com/pages/contact/
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/
http://ethanolproducer.com/

