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CHINA Non Fer rous Metal Com pany (CNMC)’s
Luan shya Cop per Mines (LCM) is con sid er ing to shut down min ing activ it ies at Bal uba shaft
in 2022, deputy Chief Exec ut ive O�cer,
Robert Kamanga has said.
Mr Kamanga said LCM had exhausted all cop per depos its at the mine, hence the decision to
close min ing activ it ies at the end of next year.
He said the com pany was crit ic ally look ing at other pos sib il it ies for both imme di ate and
future min ing activ it ies.
Bal uba mine is LCM’s largest employer with about 3, 000 employ ees whose jobs hang in the
bal ance once the mine closed down.
Mr Kamanga said this when UPND Luan shya Mem ber of Par lia ment Lus ale Sim bao along side
his Inde pend ent Roan coun ter part Joel Chibuye, engaged CLM to con sider re-open ing shaft
28.
The MPS also urged
LCM to revital ise the sports com plex in a bid to cre ate jobs and revive the dis trict’d eco nomy.
“The com pany is under tak ing explor at ive works and we will open up altern at ive mines before
the clos ure of Bal uba to an Open- Pit mine, very close to Bal uba mines.
“Mashiba mine is one of the pos sible mine to com mence min ing activ it ies within the course
of this year or some time next year and that should be able to accom mod ate some of our cur -
rent work force work ing at Bal uba mines,“Mr Kamaga said.
And Mr Chibuye said together with his fel low law maker was on a mis sion to see how best they
could work together to revive the eco nomy not only in Luan shya but the nation as a whole
after shaft 28 re-opens.
“Basic ally our mis sion is to engage the mines as an investor to see how best we can work
together to revive our eco nomy through the reopen ing of shaft 28, the people of Roan are
call ing on LCM to open shaft 28.
“The inform a tion that the people hold in the com munity is that Shaft 28 is viable and can run
up to 20 to 25 years, mean ing it would cre ate jobs for the local people, hence our visit to
engage the mines on that pos sib il ity and under stand facts,” Mr Chibuye said.
The observed that the re-open ing of 28 Shaft would trans late into jobs cre ation and con trib -
ute immensely to eco nomic recov ery. - ZANIS
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