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Angola's 'Sweet Success'
Surrounded by vast sugar
cane fields, with the
mysterious Pungo Andongo
rocks looming in the
background, lies the bright
red sugar mill run by the
Angola Bioenergy
Company (Biocom). Its

ambitions are as impressive as its location. 
Biocom, a partnership between Sonangol, Damer and
Odebrecht, is currently Angola’s only sugar and ethanol-
producing company. Created in 2006, it covers 30,000
hectares in Cacuso, Malange, 1,450 hectares of which are
already covered with sugarcane. In the near future, Biocom’s
sugarcane will cover 25,000 hectares. Biocom is set to
produce a staggering 250,000 tonnes of sugar when the
project  reaches its maturity. “Angola’s annual market
demand exceeds 400,000 tonnes per year,” says a Biocom
director during a tour of the plantation and factory, which is still
being completed.

The sugar production
process takes place in giant
tanks immediately in front of
Biocom’s storage sheds.
“Sugar cane has a lifespan
of four to five years,” he
says. “In the second
phase, Biocom will double

the production to 500,000 tons of sugar a year." 
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'Angola Rising' is a place where
Mark and Jana share current life
happenings and provide updates
on our future ministry in Angola
assisting the CEML Hospital.
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At present, all of Angola’s sugar is current ly
imported, and demand is increasing due to population
growth. According to Biocom, per capita demand in Angola will
also rise. It is 12 kilos per person per year now, compared with
50 kilos per person per year in Brazil. As Angola is an emerging
economy, per capita demand is expected to soon reach 30 or
40 kilos per year.

Around 70% of Biocom’s sugar cane is turned into sugar. The
remaining 30% is used for ethanol and the
product ion of electricity. Electric power is produced by
burning sugar cane waste. The vapour released during the
process is channelled into a high-pressure turbine.

The energy that is generated as a result can light up a city of
up to 400,000 people, Biocom says. Just 40 per cent of
Biocom’s energy produced next year will meet Malange’s
demand, which means 60 per cent can be sent to the rest of
Angola. This percentage will gradually increase.

When the project reaches its maturity, Biocom will be capable
of producing 250,000 liters of ethanol a day, which may be
used as fuel and also to blend with petrol and diesel. Ethanol
has never been used as a fuel before in Angola but is well-
established in Brazil, where over 85 per cent of new cars can
run on either ethanol or petrol or a combination of the two.
(Sonangol Universo Magazine)
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We are missionaries with Mission
Aviation Fellowship of Canada and
over the past 20 years we have
previously served in the
Philippines, Indonesia, Angola and
South Africa. Now we are
preparing for a new ministry back
in Angola with the CEML Hospital.
We have a passion for using our
talents in management, aviation,
and ministry to assist in
multiplying the effectiveness of
the national churches.

V I E W  M Y  C O M P L E T E  P R O F I L E

W H A T  I S  T H E  C E M L
H O S P I T A L ?

CEML (Centro Evangelico de
Medicina do Lubango) is a church-
related healthcare institution in
the southern Angolan city of
Lubango which provides medical
services for an estimated 50% of
Angolans who currently have no
alternative coverage.

C U R R E N T  L U B A N G O
W E A T H E R

Steve Hayes  said...

In South Africa we used to have Union Spirit, which was
likewise produced as a by-product of sugar refining. I
haven't seen it for years, though.
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