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Uganda
Uganda is an important commercial hub for the Great Lakes region, eastern
Congo, South Sudan and Rwanda. It is extremely fertile and well-watered
with many lakes and rivers. Kenya and Tanzania functions as export and
import routes. 

The country's GDP has grown at 7 per cent annually between 1992 and 2011
and growth is expected to stay solid with 5,5 per cent in 2014. The discovery
of oil reserves provides the unique opportunity for Uganda to carry out an
economic structural transformation and further boost growth. 

The country has been attracting Foreign Direct Investment at the fastest
rate in all East Africa during the past years with a main focus laid on
manufacturing, financial services and real estate as well as agriculture,
forestry and fish.

Foreign investors are mainly involved in processing agricultural products as
government incentives and programs clearly focus on driving agricultural
exports and the processing industry. Investments are guaranteed under the
Constitution and Investment Act.

As in many African countries, agriculture is the most important sector of the
economy, employing over 80 per cent of the work force. High rates of
population growth – Uganda’s population is expected to grow from 34 million
in 2013 to 95 million in 2050 – will add to the importance of agriculture. In
addition, a continuously growing middle class is further increasing demand
for high protein value food.

Uganda has made free primary education available since 1997 and free
universal secondary education followed in 2007 (being the first country in
Sub-Saharan Africa). Since 2000, literacy rates have risen from 78,8 per cent
to 87 per cent in 2011. 

Uganda Farming Operations
At the end of 2013, Amatheon Agri Uganda Ltd. was established.

Amatheon is applying thorough stakeholder engagement and a ‘bottom-up’
approach in regards to acquiring farm land in Uganda, a model which has
been replicated and improved on from the business operations in Zambia.

In 2014, the first farms were set up in the Northern Ugandan region and the
first ha with maize, sorghum and sunflower were planted. In the chosen
region, irrigation is not needed.

Two harvests based on rainfed cropping are hence possible. Harvests take
place in July and November.

Amatheon has furthermore opened a farm shop in its operating area in the
North of Uganda to provide local farmers with improved access to genuine
inputs.
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Further farms in the Eastern region of Uganda are currently being
developed.
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