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India - Boosting Trade With Africa
Indian companies promote their products in African markets...

ndia has been actively promoting trade with Africa in recent years. To boost the
country’s trade with the Sub-Saharan African region, the Government of India
launched the “Focus: Africa” programme under the EXIM Policy 2002-07. Target
countries identified during the first phase of the programme include Mauritius, Kenya

and Ethiopia. The Government of India provides financial assistance to various trade
promotion organisations, export promotion councils and apex chambers in the form of
Market Development Assistance under the “Focus: Africa” programme.

To promote bilateral and regional commercial relations with the COMESA Region, India’s
Exim Bank has extended Lines of Credit (LOCs) to support export of eligible goods on
deferred payment terms. The operative LOCs
covering this region include US$ 5 million each to the
Eastern and Southern African Trade and Development
Bank (PTA Bank), the Industrial Development Bank
Ltd, Kenya, and the East African Development Bank
(EADB). These Lines of Credit seek to expand export
of product groups identified as those with potential
to enhance trade between two regions. India's
potential exports to these countries include
ma chine ry and transport equipment, petroleum
products, paper and wood products, textiles, iron
and steel, plastic and linoleum products, rubber
manufactured products, agro products, chemicals and pharmaceutical products. These
countries can also be important sources for import of petroleum, metallurgical goods, raw
cotton, fruit, vegetables and preparations, chemicals, non-metallic mineral manufactures,
precious stones, textile yarn, gold, nickel, and ferro-alloys. Further, these countries offer
potential for investment in sectors such as tourism, pharmaceuticals, electronics,
computer software and accessories, information technology related products, financial
services and textiles.

On another front, the southern Indian state of Andhra Pradesh has signed a preliminary
deal with Kenya and Uganda to send 500 farmers to cultivate land in the East African
nations. The Andhra Pradesh government has signed letters of intent with Kenya for 50,000
acres (20,234 hectares) and with the Uganda Investment Authority for 20,000 acres (8,000
hectares). The Indian farmers would work as entrepreneurs and landowners, not as
labourers.

With East Africa lacking experienced manpower to till the land, Andhra Pradesh officials
spotted a good opportunity to export its skilled manpower. Authorities in East Africa
signed the agreements to give land on a 99-year-old lease to a farmers co-operative
society from Andhra Pradesh. Land in Uganda is being given for $3.75 dollars per acre
while the government is still negotiating the price for Kenya. 

“This is an encouraging development. Our
farmers are very good at what they do but
theyve been set back by droughts and a
shortage of fertile land. Now they'll be able to
take full advantage of the land and
infrastructure in Africa,” said N Raghuveera
Reddy, agriculture minister of Andhra Pradesh. 

In another development, the Indian government
opened a business centre in Durban to help cut
the red tape in deals between the two nations.
With more Indian businessmen looking to gain a
foothold in South Africa, a high-powered

delegation headed by India's wealthiest man, industrialist Ratan Tata, visited the country
recently. Already Tata Motors and its rival, Indian car giant Mahindra & Mahindra, have
made inroads into the South African motor industry with the recent launch of new vehicles.
Tata Africa Holdings, a subsidiary of the Tata Group, is vying for a controlling stake in South
Africa's second telephone network operator worth more than Rands 4 billion. Total
bilateral trade betwen India and South Africa is approaching Rand 6.5 billion, with imports
from India at Rand 3.12 billion and exports to India at Rand 3.35 billion. Indian investment in
South Africa is estimated at $100 million.
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Arabian Jerusalem Company:
One of the leading suppliers of new
and used contruction machinery and
equipment. Products include Cranes,

Wheels Loaders, Dozers, Graders, Road
Rollers, JCB Backhoe Loaders, Excavators,
Generators, Air Compressors, Concrete Mixers
etc...

Abdul Zahir Bashir Gen. Trdg.: 
Supplier of Tyres, Tubes, Batteries &
Lubricants. One of the leading
exporters of tyres to African countries

like Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Sudan, Nigeria
and Ghana...

World Wide Auctioneers:
Auctioneers of new and used
contruction machinery, industrial
machinery, heavy transport and

equipment. World Wide Auctioneers is  also the
agent for Unic Cranes and a world renowned
name in the filed of heavy machinery and
equipment...

Super General Company: 
One of the leading brands of consumer
electronics and home appliances of all
kinds. Super General Company seeks

new business partners in Africa to act as
agents and distributors for its  brand of home
appliances and consumer electronics...

Nikai Electronics:
Leading exporter of consumer
electronics and home appliances to
many African markets like Nigeria,

Ghana, Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan, Angola... Nikai
brand of e lectronics are being exported to
Africa in ever increasing quantities...
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We have relied on the BUSINESS GUIDE for over
eight years to reach new markets in the African
continent. In these eight years, we have been
extremely happy with the way this  publication has
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extremely happy with the way this  publication has
helped us generate new business from Africa.
Indeed, advertis ing in the Business Guide to UAE
has proved to be money well spent.... 

Mr. Harish Khiara, Owner EVERGROW
INTERNATIONAL
Supplier of  Gif t  items, Novelt ies and
Promot ional Items
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