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Witness Radio | 17 June 2021
A senior lands officer is arrested in connection to the Kiryandongo district land grab

Kiryandongo — Uganda — A team of police detectives attached to the Land Protection Unit, the Special
Investigations Unit (SIU), and the Criminal Intelligence and Investigation Directorate (CIID) have arrested a
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senior lands officer, Kiryandongo District Land Board for land fraud
that caused a forced displacement of thousands of natives off their
land.

John Lubambula is the second person to be arrested in connection to
the Kiryandongo district land grab saga after a land broker Mwesigye ‘é.'.
Reuben, who was arrested and charged with three counts including y7
fraud by a chief magistrate court based in Masindi district, mid-

western Uganda.

According to police investigations, While acting as the secretary to the Kiryandingo District Land Board,
Lubambula John, Mwesigye Reuben, and others at large, fraudulently transferred land ownership comprised in
Block 7, Plots 66, 68, and 69 at Kimogora in Kiryandongo, and gave it to multinationals for large scale
agribusiness.

Police investigations further establish that upon stealing land from the poor communities, the benefactors created
plots of land and shared them amongst themselves.

The stolen land belonged to families that are part of the 35000 people being forcefully displaced by three
multinational companies including Great Seasons SMC Limited, Agilis Partners Limited, and Kiryandongo
Sugar Limited.

The communities plagued by the continued forced evictions comprise three categories: The first category
consists of people who were born on the land since 1935; the second, those that settled on the land during and
after civil wars, including the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) which lasted for 2 decades in Northern Uganda
from the late 1990s; and lastly, those who settled on the eviction site at the instance of government in 2011
through the Nyamalebe Landless Association.

Victims of forced land eviction accuse the group of land brokers of perpetrating violence through hiring and
using machete-wielding men, private security guards, and police officers attached to Kiryandongo district police
to commit violent acts which include: sexual and gender-based violence, illegal arrest and detention, torture,
kidnap, demolition of houses, cutting down their food crops, and stealing their household properties among
others.

“We are dying of hunger, we have nowhere to dig, and all our farming gardens were taken by the grabbers. If
they see you digging, you are beaten and arrested and charged,” said, Martin Haweka, one of the project-affected
families.

Led by detective Richard Ekebu, Lubambula was arrested from his office located at Kiryandongo district land
board, at 1:30 pm local time on June, 16th 2021.

Lubambula is currently being detained at Kabalaga police station, waiting to be taken to Masindi magistrates
court.

Original source: Witness Radio
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o #" john adeny

The rice farm has helped many me inclusive.Let the ratuoro residents enjoy the fruits and do away with
byres politicians who has no future.God bless th...
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o ™ aliu fis

jamais perdu autant d argent que ¢ d avoir acheter des actions ab inbev en 5 ans ,la ruien et eux ce
prenne des million je voie pas ou elle ne fait que...
11 Jul 2021

o #°* Juan Carlos Blanco
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o #" Birgitta Amoroso

Where are these bananas exported? If to Europe, let us know their trade name. It would be vital to press
for the Chinese company and the Laos Governm...
29 May 2021

o #°* Chief Andre Mathews

All these issues are important and it is time for a summit on the key short term and long term goals. We
can have a win,win for the farmers and help th...
22 May 2021

o ®°' Chief Andre Mathews

Great news,We also would like to give support to the farmers in the project! We are family farmers coop
in Memphis ,Tn. USA. We want to expand coopera...
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An unfortunate headline makes it sound like the farmland grab actually is going green.
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