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Kerala

Protests drown ambitious solar plans in
Kasargod
In a big jolt to Kerala’s ambitious energy plans, the government -- under pressure
from CPM-ruled panchayats -- has scaled down the solar project in Kasargod to
50MW from the targeted 200MW.

George Poikayil

Updated on: 21 Oct 2017, 10:47 am 2 min read

KASARGOD: In a big jolt to Kerala’s ambitious energy plans, the government
-- under pressure from CPM-ruled panchayats -- has scaled down the solar
project in Kasargod to 50MW from the targeted 200MW. “No new land will
be made available for the project,” Revenue Minister E Chandrasekhran told
Express. The decision will be a “considerable embarrassment” for the state
government as the “project involves commitment given to the Central
government,”according to top officials.

Renewable Power Corporation of Kerala Limited (RPCKL) -- the joint
venture between Kerala State Electricity Board (KSEB) and central PSU Solar
Energy Corporation of India Limited (SECIL) -- started generating 50MW
from the first park at Ambalathumkara in Madikai panchayat last month. On
Thursday, the cabinet decided to transfer 250 acres, the site of the park at
Ambalathumkara, to RPCKL. “The JV will get no more land in Kasargod for
solar park,” said the minister.

Last month Express had reported the project was under clouds because of
stiff opposition from CPM-controlled panchayats such as Kinanur-
Karinthalam and Madikai. “If the district is covered with solar panels,
where is the space for other developmental projects?” he said. He said the
project was an initiative of the UDF government, but now was facing stiff
opposition from the people.
But officials said the KSEB had painstakingly surveyed the land scattered
over the four panchayats in two months, and demarcated the plots for the
projects. 

As recently as September, 2016, the LDF government transferred 169 acres
in Karinthalam and 430 acres in Paivalike to KSEB for the project. “There is
government land available in Karinthalam, if only they take efforts to
identify them,” said a tahsildar.  The previous government decided to
generate 200MW from 1,086 acres spread over three sectors:
Ambalathumkara in Madikai panchayat; Paivalike and Meeja panchayats;
and Kinanur-Karinthalam panchayat. 

“We’ve been waiting for the rest of the 836 acres to start work on the
remaining 150MW for the past one year,” said chief executive officer of
RPCKL E O Augustine Thomas. He said 200MW from 1,000 acres could meet
the day-time power requirements of entire Kannur and Kasargod districts.

Contrary to the minister’s stance, the Chief Secretary (CS) in an October 13
meeting decided to constitute a committee headed by District Collector, CEO
of RPCKL and a high-ranking officers of the Agriculture Department to
recce for land in Cheemeni for the 200MW solar park and a gas-based power
plant. In a meeting of the same committee in August, the CS said: “Since
this project involves commitments given by the state government to the
Centre and PSUs, the delay is causing considerable embarrassment to the
state government”.
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Kerala: Three CPM activists attacked in
Mattannur, 11 RSS workers held
Most of the accused are RSS -BJP workers. We suspect that political rivalry led to
the attack, said Kannur ACP Venugopal K V.

Arrest. A group of 12 individuals targeted the CPM workers while they were sitting at a bus shelter in
Ayyallur.

Express News Service

Updated on: 26 Mar 2024, 5:55 am 1 min read

KANNUR: Three CPM activists were attacked and stabbed in Mattannur on
Sunday night. The victims, identified as Sunobh, 35, Rijil, 30, and Latheesh,
36, who are affiliated with the CPM’s Idavelikkal branch, were attacked at
the Ayyallur area in Mattannur around 10 pm on Sunday.

A group of 12 individuals targeted the CPM workers while they were sitting
at a bus shelter in Ayyallur. The victims sustained serious injuries and were
initially taken to the Kannur AKG Cooperative Hospital. Sunobh, who is in
critical condition after suffering a deep stab wound from an axe, was later
transferred to a private hospital for specialised medical care.

CPM leaders said that RSS workers were behind the attack. CPM area
secretary M Ratheesh said, “RSS criminals are responsible for the attack.
Several of the accused have prior criminal records. Two of them were
recently released from jail. There was no provocation for the attack.”

After the assault, the assailants fled from the scene leaving behind their
motorcycle. CPM district secretary T V Rajesh and other party leaders visited
the injured at the hospital.

The police arrested Adarsh, Sreekkuttan, Vijin V K, Nithin A K, Harilal, Suji,
Ranjith, Rajesh, Akshay, Shylesh and Vinish, who are reported to be active
RSS members.

Speaking to TNIE, Kannur ACP Venugopal K V said: “The first five accused
were apprehended early morning. A case has been registered under IPC
Section 307 (attempt to murder) based on the statements given by the
injured. Most of the accused are RSS -BJP workers. We suspect that political
rivalry led to the attack.”
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Kerala High Court stays suspension of
two students in connection with alleged
ragging incident
The suspension order was issued on the day when the students involved in the
ragging and death of J S Sidharthan were suspended.

Kerala High Court  (File Photo| A Sanesh, EPS)

Express News Service

Updated on: 26 Mar 2024, 5:51 am 2 min read

KOCHI: The Kerala High Court on Monday stayed the order of the Dean,
College of Veterinary and Animal Science, Pookode, Wayanad, suspending
two students in connection with an alleged ragging incident that happened
a year ago.

The court issued the stay order on a writ petition filed by Amresh Bali and
Ajith Aravindakshan, fourth-year students of the college. According to the
petitioners, the order suspending them from the college was issued in
connection with an alleged incident that happened a year ago. The
suspension order was issued on the day when the students involved in the
ragging and death of J S Sidharthan were suspended.

Hearing of plea seeking permission for classes adjourned

The High Court on Monday adjourned hearing on petitions filed by certain
CBSE and ICSE schools seeking permission to conduct classes for students
from IX to XII grades in May. The court said if the petitioners wanted to
intimate the students about the commencement of the vacation classes,
they were free to do so.

Karuvannur Bank case: HC adjourns hearing of plea

The Kerala High Court on Monday adjourned to April 3 the hearing on a
petition filed by the crime branch challenging the order of the Ernakulam
Special Court for PMLA Cases dismissing the crime branch’s plea seeking
handing over of the files seized by the Enforcement Directorate in
connection with the scam.

Abhimanyu case: Accused persons given nod to examine reconstructed
documents

The Ernakulam District Principal Sessions Court on Monday permitted
accused to examine the reconstructed documents after 11 documents were
found missing from the court in the case related to the murder of
Maharaja’s College student Abhimanyu by Campus Front activists in July
2018. The defence counsel had filed an objection regarding the
reconstruction of missing documents, which was considered by the court on
Monday.
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Code violation in Kerala: Collector orders
‘80% discount’ medical store shutdown
The nodal o]cer said the decision came after it was revealed prima facia that there
was a violation of section 4.4 2B(i) of the MCC manual.

Ernakulam District Collector N S K Umesh. (File photo)

Express News Service

Updated on: 26 Mar 2024, 5:49 am 2 min read

KOCHI: Following an inquiry carried out by the Model Code of Conduct
(MCC) nodal officer, Twenty20 was directed to shut down a medical store
offering medicines at a discount of 80%. The district collector has also
directed the video circulated by the official handles of the party and Sabu M
Jacob to be taken down from the internet since it has been proved as a case
of inducement.

The nodal officer said the decision came after it was revealed prima facia
that there was a violation of section 4.4 2B(i) of the MCC manual. The order
issued by District Collector N S K Umesh said it was a unique case wherein
there was a clear nexus between a private company, a registered association
and a political party sharing the same logo and the same set of executives.

The district collector issued the order after the MCC nodal officer submitted
a report following a hearing conducted on a complaint filed by Sudheer C S
and Althaf M M before the District Election Officer. During the hearing,
Twenty20 had produced documents to prove the party had no connection
with the running of the Bakshya Suraksha Market and that the party had not
done any act which may influence the electorate as alleged in the complaint.

However, the nodal officer pointed out that the MCC had come into force on
March 16, the day the election schedule was announced, while the fair price
medical store was opened on March 20. It was noted that the outlet is
operated by using the CSR fund of Kitex Children’s Wear Limited and is
facilitated by the Twenty20 Association, a charitable society.

It was also pointed out that the Twenty20 political party and Twenty20
association have the same office-bearers. Also, the party, medical store and
association have the same logo. Another thing noted was the message Sabu
Jacob conveyed in the video.

“This is a beginning. If Twenty20 comes to power, it will ensure that all 943
panchayats and 3.5 crore people in Kerala will be able to access food items at
50% and medicines at 80%discount,” he had said.

All these were considered as direct inducements to vote.

“Even if Sabu says it is not a political party programme and it is only a
programme by the company which he attended as the director, it can still be
seen as a third person inducing vote for a party,” said the order.

Sabu: CPM, Sreenijin behind closure

Sabu M Jacob, chief coordinator of Twenty20, has blamed the CPM and
Kunnathunad MLA P V Sreenijin for the closure of Twenty20’s medical
store. “This is political vendetta. Through this cruel move, the most-
affected people are the poor and the common man,” said Sabu. He alleged
that the CPM’s complaint was to shut down the food security market and
the medical store, which was functioning adjacently. “It shows CPM’s stand
that it would not allow the people of Kerala to live. The food security market
was functioning as a model for the country,” said Sabu, adding that even in
the war front, people are allowed to buy medicines. “Medicines and food are
the basic needs of people. They will give a befitting reply to the CPM’s high-
handedness,” he said.
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Six transgender dancers prepare for next
stage of their artistic journey in Kerala
They completed a course in Kerala natanam from the Sri Sathya Sai Free Dance
Academy for Transgenders in Ernakulam.

Students of Sri Sathya Sai Free Dance Academy for Transgenders with their teachers following their debut
performance at Kollur Sree Mookambika Devi Temple (Photo | Express)

Express News Service

Updated on: 26 Mar 2024, 5:38 am 2 min read

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Six transgender people, who launched
themselves as classical dancers last month, are now eager to expand their
artistic careers as teachers and performers.

Mythili Chandran, Prana Sankar, Aswathy P S, Sruthi Sithara, Daya
Gayathri, Sandhya Milind completed a course in Kerala natanam from the
Sri Sathya Sai Free Dance Academy for Transgenders in Ernakulam. Their
arangettam was held on February 6 at Kollur Sree Mookambika Devi temple.
They are now eagerly seeking opportunities to perform before audiences.
While Mythili and Prana plan to start teaching dance, others aspire to be
performers.

The academy, under the Sri Sathya Sai Orphanage Trust, was set up on
International Transgender Day of Visibility in 2021, with the aim to
transform the lives of transgender people by providing them a platform to
showcase their talents and generate sustainable income. The project is
supported by Cochin Shipyard. Since its inception, the initiative has been
expanded to Thiruvananthapuram and Chennai.

“Love for dance and the opportunity to make my passion a source of income
have contributed to my desire to teach dance. There are very little job
opportunities for people like us, but the support from Saigramam is my
motivation. I’m trying to start classes in my hometown of Palakkad,” said
Mythili.

“The trust is committed to assisting students who wish to start their own
classes, by covering initial expenses. With a focus on showcasing
performances at temples and other stages, the trust aims to elevate
transgender artists and promote their visibility in society. We eagerly
anticipate organising their performance in front of the President next
month,” said K N Ananda Kumar, founder of the academy.

Initially, the academy focused on mohiniyattam, bharatanatyam and Kerala
natanam. “Now, following requests from students, we are set to introduce
classes in kuchipudi in place of mohiniyattam,” said Veena Satheesh,
coordinator. “More than just a dance academy, the initiative strives to
redefine societal perceptions of transgender individuals. By fostering
discipline and close bonds between students and teachers, it aims to create a
supportive environment where every individual can thrive,” Veena added.

“Before joining the academy as a teacher, I knew these students. Initially, I
wondered how they would perceive me in my new role. However, I soon
realised that being one of them made it easier for me to address their needs.
Understanding their challenges and supporting their growth as a cohesive
unit became my priority,” said Sanjana Chandran, a transgender
bharatanatyam teacher.

“Kerala natanam has never been formally taught to transgender individuals
previously. It’s been a novel journey for me too. Despite societal stereotypes
portraying them as loud and rude, forming a close bond with them has
revealed their warmth and empathy. They undergo comprehensive training,
starting from the fundamentals, and are assessed by an external examiner
to ensure proficiency. Hence, they possess the qualifications to either start
their own classes or pursue careers as performing artists,” said Gayatri
Subramaniam, a Kerala natanam teacher.
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Sidharthan’s death: Family questions
delay in CBI taking over probe
The state government issued the notiacation on March 9 and a missive was sent to
the Centre on March 16 informing it about the state’s willingness to hand over the
case to the agency.
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Sidharthan’s parents at their house at Nedumangad (File pic | EPS)

Express News Service

Updated on: 26 Mar 2024, 5:35 am 1 min read

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The family of J S Sidharthan, the second-year
student of the College of Veterinary and Animal Sciences in Pookode who
was found hanging in the hostel after being tortured by SFI activists,
expressed resentment over the delay in CBI taking over the probe. His father
T Jayaprakash said the delay was meant to save the accused and added that
the state government issued the notification consenting to CBI probe just to
silence the family.

The state government issued the notification on March 9 and a missive was
sent to the Centre on March 16 informing it about the state’s willingness to
hand over the case to the agency. However, the government sources
maintained that there was no delay from their part and it was the central
agency that’s delaying the probe.

Sidharthan’s death reveals SFI’s 'gundagiri':
Prominent Supreme Court lawyer Prashanth
Bhushan

Sidharthan’s death: Accused charged with
criminal conspiracy

Meanwhile, the Opposition parties have criticised the state government
alleging that they were slow pedalling the procedures required for CBI’s
takeover of the case. Opposition Leader V D Satheesan accused the state
government of delaying things so that the evidence can be destroyed before
the CBI arrives.

NDA Thiruvananthapuram candidate Rajeev Chandrasekhar alleged that the
case file has not yet been sent to the CBI. “The case file could have been
transferred to the CBI within 24 hours of the announcement,” he added.
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