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News in Brief

Kasy hydropower project reaches completion 
The construction of Nam-sana hydropower dam project in Kasy district 
of Vientiane province has reached completion and will supply power to 
residents in the three districts of Kasy, Maed and Vangvieng.
Provincial authorities recently held a ceremony to open the Namsana 
hydropower dam in Kasy district on Tuesday, which was attended by 
Minister of Energy and Mines, Mr Soulivong Daravong.
The authorities reported that the Nam-sana hydropower dam has an installed 
capacity of 14 MW and is able to generate power of some 49,500,000 
KWh per annum.  Construction commenced in November 2011 and was 
completed in September 2014, at a cost of 240 billion kip, funded through a 
loan from the Krungthai Bank.

Crime spikes in the month of November 
Upwards of 150 criminal cases were recorded by police in Vientiane 
during the first week of November 2014. According to the Vientiane 
Security Headquarters, the 160 cases recorded included 11 thefts, seven bag 
slashings, 41 accidents including hit-and-runs, 7 robberies and 35 incidences 
of pick pocketing.  The stolen assets included more than 100 million kip, 
more than US$5,000, more than 100,000 Thai baht, 39 baht weight in gold, 
and eight motorcycles. The police reported that the first week of November 
saw many socials ill because criminals seized the opportunity to prey on 
unsuspecting victims during the That Luang festival celebrations.

Xaythany police arrest drug dealers 
Xaythany district police recently arrested three men on charges of the 
purchase and sale of illegal drugs. Those arrested included Mr Santi or 
Noy, aged 28, in Xamkhei village, Xaysettha district and his friends Mr 
Thongdaeng, 22, Mr Nikhom, 23, of Khoksa-ath village, Xaythany district, 
Vientiane.  According to police reports, Mr Santi has already spent time in 
prison for buying and selling amphetamine pills but he has since failed to 
repent. When the police arrested them, police found 685 amphetamine pills 
in their possession. They will now go on trial according to the law.
 
Laos and China cooperate on drug control
Drug control committees from Laos and China have discussed drug control 
works in border areas between China and Laos, with the meeting taking 
place in Luang Prabang province recently. The border region includes 
the south westernmost provinces of China and the five Lao provinces of 
Phongsaly, Luang Namtha, Bokeo, Oudomxay and Luang Prabang.
The authorities of the respective countries aim to increase cooperation, 
strengthen drug control as well as create Asean as a drug free region in 
the years ahead. Officials reported on how to resolve problems including 
cooperation in information exchange, enforcing the drug regulations in 
border areas, drug rehabilitation and crop substitution.

Keoviengkhone Bounviseth

Siam Cement Group (SCG) will provide 
200 scholarships in the 2014-2015 
school year to students from Vientiane 
and also the three districts of Thakhek, 
Nongbok and Mahaxay of Khammuan 
province.

The SCG “Sharing the Dream” 
scholarship programme targets 
outstanding secondary level students 
from poor families and is set to double
the number previously awarded.

Presently the programme is 
distributing scholarship application 
forms and also visiting target students 
at their schools and homes.

The company had been operating in 
Thailand since 1913 and has provided 
scholarships to students in Laos since 
2012.

A total of 399 scholarships will have 
been awarded to Lao students by the 
end of the current school year. In the 
first year 99 scholarships were awarded 
while 100 were awarded in the second 

Officials from SCG Sharing the Dream scholarship programme join teachers and students at Mak-nao secondary school 
in Pakngum district of Vientiane on Tuesday.

SCG doubles scholarships to Lao students

year to celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of SCG in Thailand. The Sharing the 
Dream scholarship programme has now 
doubled that to 200 for this year.

455 students from 47 schools in 
Vientiane and 420 students from 17 
schools in Khammuan province have 
received scholarship application forms 
for the programme.

But authorities will be awarding 
only 200 scholarships. 

Presently officials from the SCG 
scholarship programme, Vientiane 
Education and Sports Department and 
also Khammuan Education and Sports 
Department have been collecting 
information about target students’ 
studies and the status of their families to 
ensure the programme is well targeted 
to deserving recipients.

As part of this process Managing 
Director of SCG to Lao, Mr Anupong 
Tansakul joined officials of Vientiane 
Education and Sports Department to 
tour Mak-nao and Ban Don secondary 
schools in Pakngum district of Vientiane 

on Tuesday.
Mr Anupong Tansakul said their aim 

was to interview teachers, students and 
their families because the scholarship 
programme wanted to know the real 
situation of the students’ home life to 
ensure it targeted outstanding recipients 
from poor families in the district.

“There will be six target students 
accepted from Mak-nao and Ban 
Don schools, subject to Vientiane 
Education and Sports Department 
officials’ approval before we can award 
the scholarships to them,” Mr Anupong 
said.

Mr Anupong added that the 
scholarship programme aimed to 
support education to create human 
resources for society, and furthermore 
the company would like to rollout 
scholarships to other provinces in the 
future.

SCG is Thai company with wide 
ranging business interests in cement, 
building materials, and chemicals, and 
also has an agent in Vientiane. 


