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NEWS

Erosion threatens solar plant

May 17, 2024

‘Mantsali Phakoana

A multi-million maloti solar plant at Ha-Ramarothole in Mafeteng is facing mounting
environmental challenges, raising concerns about the long-term sustainability of the plant
envisaged to supply 30MW of electricity into the country’s national power grid.

The project is financed by a soft loan from EXIM Bank of China which injected US$70.188
million (about M17.3 billion). The government of Lesotho chipped in with an additional M220
million covering the costs of land compensations valued around M57 million, tax obligations as
well as operating costs of the Lesotho Generation Company (LEGCO) under the ministry of
natural resources.

The facility that occupies a 220-hectare plot of land in the village of Ha-Ramarothole in Likhoele,
Mafeteng was officially launched in June last year.
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The erosion problem affected the boundary fence and the foundations of some of the solar

panels. Recognising the urgency of the situation, the Lesotho Electricity Generation Company
(LEGCO) sought assistance from ReNoka, a non-governmental organisation.

Local communities are now implementing targeted measures to reduce the volume and speed
of water runoff, and curb gully formations around the solar plant site.

In an effort to safeguard the facility against more land degradation and ensure the longevity and
resilience of Lesotho’s renewable energy infrastructure, ReNoka and LEGCO launched the Public
Private Partnership and signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) this week.

In an interview with theReporter on the sidelines of the launch, one of the community members
working at the solar plant to combat soil erosion, Mahlomola Lebajoa from Ha Lempetje said
they earn M1500 to rehabilitate dongas and prevent further soil erosion.

“The money is not that much considering the high living costs nowadays but at least it makes a
huge contribution to our livelihoods. The job also is not easy because we have to carry heavy
loads of cement, stone and pipes as we work to prevent soil erosion. But because we know that
we have to work in order to eat, we have no choice but try our best.

“Since the establishment of this project, this is the only way | can say we have benefited as a
community, through employment. Some villagers who believe they cannot work hard have
decided to leave as they complained of a lot of work but less payment.

“The battle against soil erosion persists but we are committed to cooperate with relevant
departments as well as the country’s security agencies guarding this area. Our commitment can
be witnessed by the fact that our livestock has never been grazing around this area; we
understand it now belongs to the project,” Lebajoa noted.

Speaking during the launch, German Head of Cooperation, Fabian Kyrieleis indicated that the
partnership between ReNoka and LEGCO aims to protect the renewable energy infrastructure
investments.

It also seeks to strengthen the climate resilience of the solar power plant site by applying a
community-driven, data and risk-informed integrated catchment management approach.

Kyrieleis said the results achieved under the partnership are also relevant beyond the borders of
Lesotho, not only because of their impacts on water and energy security, but also through the
generation of experiences and lessons learned.
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infrastructure such as renewable energy projects as environmental factors are integrated into

planning and tailored measures implemented to restore and protect land and water resources.

“SADC (Southern African Development Community) has acknowledged the importance of land
and water resources management as well as climate risk informed decision making to ensure
water security and sustainability of developments in the region.

“As last year’s visit of SADC'’s Infrastructure Division to Lesotho showed, regional stakeholders
are keen to learn from the good practices developed here by ReNOKA and its partners.

“With the partnership we are launching today between the Ministry of Energy and the Ministry of
Natural Resources, Germany will be ready to further support Lesotho'’s transition towards
becoming a producer of green energy and a guardian of the “Water Tower” for water security
and prosperity in Lesotho and the whole Southern African region,” Kyrieleis indicated.

For his part, King Letsie Ill noted that the declining energy, food and water security in the
country are negatively impacting on the livelihoods of Basotho.

He highlighted that it has been determined that for Lesotho to improve on this situation and to
achieve sustainable development goals (SDGs), there is need to establish and adopt an
approach that links all sectors responsible for natural resources management.

King Letsie Il stated that Lesotho has long been recognised as the water tower of the region,
but as the Ha Ramarothole Solar power plant highlights, the country also has the potential to
supply green energy.

The King added that natural resources are not restricted by district or international borders and
as such the benefit of the energy produced at Ha Ramarothole stands to benefit people across
Lesotho and can eventually be exported to the SADC region.

“The government of Lesotho has therefore adopted the Integrated Catchment Management
programme in managing land and water resources within the country.

“We live in times where weather patterns as we have known them, have been affected by climate
change. And it is often that developing countries are more heavily impacted by the changing
climate than developed countries.

“Therefore, it gives me great pleasure to witness partnerships such as the one we are launching
today which strive towards increasing climate resilience of our land, people and public
infrastructure while at the same time produce clean energy,” said His Majesty.
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